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A  R e v i e w

IN  CONSIDERABLE DETAIL 

OE THE PARTICIPATION 

BY ATHLETES REPRESEN TIN G  THE UNITED  STATES 

IN THE TH REE GREAT IN TERN A TIO N A L 

SPORT C O M PETITIO N S OF 1951 AND 1952

TH E PAN AM ERICAN GAMES 

THE O LYM PIC W IN TER  GAMES 

AND TH E O LYM PIC GAMES





I N R E M E M B R A N C E
of their inspiring achievements in the First Olym­
pic Games of the Modern Era, this volume is 
appreciatively dedicated to eight United States 
representatives—Thom as E. Burke, Ellery H. 
Clark, James B. Connolly, Thom as P. Curtis, 
Robert Garrett, W elles  W . Hoyt, John B. Paine, 
and Sumner Paine —  whose eleven victories in 
Athens in 1896 thereupon established a fountain- 
head for many Gold Medal winning perform ­
ances by their fellow countrymen down through 
the succeeding years.
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Statue o f Paavo N u rm i graces ap p ro a ch  to 
stadium  in em phatic rem in d er  o f F in la n d ’s 
O lym pic glo ries .

WORLD PEACE AND WORLD SPORT
A FO R EW O R D  

By Eddie Eagan

Member of U . S. Olympic Boxing Team 1920, Bobsled Team 1932

Helsinki, Finland, the scene of the 
Fifteenth Olympic Games, was a sight 
that was noteworthy for many reasons.

In the first place, it was a delayed 
Olympic Game. In 1 9 40 , the Finns had 
been awarded the Games, but war can­
celled  th em . T h en , too , fo r the first  
tim e since 1 9 1 2 ,  th e R ussians co m ­
peted. This was the fifteenth time in the 
fifty-six years since the inauguration of 
the modern Olympics that the Stars and 
Stripes proudly flew on high. Sixty-nine 
nations took part this time in com pari­
son with the limited group of thirteen 
countries which participated in the first 
Games.

It was n otew orth y  to o  because it 
brought together for the first time in 
active competition enemies of W orld  
W a r II— Russians, Germans, Britains, 
Finns. There were representatives from

all ideologies in Helsinki in 1952. The 
same can be said of the Pan American 
Games in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in
1951.  This latter event was a notable 
gathering of youth from all over N orth, 
Central, and South America with no 
feeling of devotion to any particular 
ideology; only to sports.

The participation of the United States 
in this Fifteenth Olympiad celebrated 
for the United States its greatest tri­
umph in world championships, and yet 
the performance of such an outstanding 
runner as the Czech Emil Zatopek in 
winning three gold medals in the 5 ,000-  
meters, the 10,000-m eters, and the m ar­
athon races shows that there are still 
athletic feats which our youth can aspire 
to emulate.

The brave little Finnish nation of 
four million people acted as a comm it­
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tee of the whole to see that everyone 
who attended the Games was treated 
with courtesy and given every possible 
convenience.

The Finnish nation with a large un­
paid war debt to Russia assumed the 
obligations and did more for the sports 
than even was done by th e  A n cien t  
Greeks.

Ancient Greece still evokes concep­
tions of grandeur. The popular imagina­
tion still sees the Olympic Games of 
Greece as eternal in the cultural sense. 
W as it not once the center of world civ­
ilization and its disintegration and fall 
one of histories greatest tragedies?

But how great actually was G reece? 
Have its admirers been too inclined to 
view it only from  the G recian  view­
point? Have they in their veneration of 
Grecian culture failed to penetrate very

Im p o sin g  to w er rises  
ov er H els in k i’s 
O lym pic Stadium .



deeply into the hearts and intellects of 
mei who lived there? Is the word gran- 
deir applied to Greece as misplaced as 
it vould be applied to a huge and gaudy 
sideshow?

All history has recorded that large 
natonal groups present a composite of 
the sober, honest, idealistic type mixed 
in vith other types of self-serving, self­
ish, luxury-loving, soft-bodied, and un­
fair minded varieties. So it was with the 
Greeks. T he ancien t G reek O lym pic 
Ganes began with emphasis upon ama­
teurism, strict training, and no prizes 
except the ephemeral floral wreath of 
victory symbolic o f the mere transitory 
glory of human achievement. They were 
orignally purposed to promote self-sac- 
rific?, sturdy manhood and modesty. But 
as history has constantly pointed out in 
all such movements, the ideals and prac­
tices of the ancient Olympic Games de­
generated, commercialism entered the 
lists, enorm ously valued prizes were 
awarded, the Greek citizens became lux- 
ury-.oving and wealthy, and prizes went 
to tiose who could exhibit the most 
costly equipment. This tragic evolution 
resulted in the final total disappearance 
of tie Greek Olympic Games.

N)w after a lapse of eighteen centu­
ries, the modern Olympiads take the 
stage. They were born at the close of 
the Nineteenth Century as the vision 
and dream of a cultured Frenchman, 
Piene de Coubertin. These, the first of 
modern games took place in Athens in 
1896. Their ideal was the free exchange

of good fellowship and clean sports­
manship without politics. To the delight 
of everyone, a little shepherd from the 
lonely hills of Greece, Spirdion Loues, 
won the marathon victory. The mara­
thon race was a new one not practiced 
in the Grecian Olympics but invented 
for the modern days as a reminder of 
the famous run by Pheidippides from 
Marathon to the Acropolis in Athens. 
He announced the victory over the Per­
sians, with the words "R ejoice; we con­
quer!”, then dropped to the ground and 
died.

In the 1952 Olympic Games in H el­
sinki 69 nations took part as compared 
with 13 nations at A thens in 1 8 9 6 . 
From only 285 athletes in 1896 we find 
5678 athletes in 1952. These games are 
for real world championships to be won 
by individual athletes, not for those of 
a few scattered cities and states.

B oth  the ideologies o f D em ocracy 
and Communism include the principle 
of strong bodies for its citizens. Every 
nation regards bodily strength and vigor 
as necessary property of its citizens. So 
the eagles of their propaganda machines 
make promises of glory to the youth for 
Olympic victories. In this past Olym­
piad in Finland the democracies led by 
the United States gained many individ­
ual gold medals and even an American 
team victory ( i f  that were im portant). 
The Soviets stressing mass physical 
training won gymnastics and calisthen­
ics (and some of their sturdy females 
won the weight events).

The spirit of peace through friendly 
Olympic competition comes singing 
down a half century pleading with man­
kind to hear it. But during this period 
man has discovered the nuclear fission 
and the atomic bomb. W ill the Olympic 
legend of healthy competition prevail or 
will the legend of brute force made 
more brutal by human cu nning tr i­
umph ?

The Pan American Games in Buenos 
Aires in 1951, the W inter Games at 
Oslo, Norway, and the Olympic Games 
at Helsinki, Finland, in 1952 showed 
that athletic teams can cheerfully com­
pete with each other in a sportsmanlike 
manner in spite of the conflicting ideol­
ogies of their Governments. Perhaps 
this method of competition will show 
the way for international goodwill. Even 
the Russians for the first time seemed to 
realize that their youth required such 
competition and were willing to let the 
competitors outside the Iron Curtain.

T he sp irit o f P ierre de Courbetin 
steps forward, immaculate, to take cur­
tain calls as one of history’s heroes and 
supermen. Olympic officials and athletes 
the world over do honor to his ideal. 
Let all who value the g ift of peace use 
the games as a world meeting ground. 
As was so aptly said by General Doug­
las M a c A rth u r , ''O n  th e  f ie ld s  o f 
frien d ly  s tr ife  are sown the seeds, 
which, in other years on other fields will 
bear the fruits of victory” . It is well to 
remember this means victory for the 
spirit of mankind.

Eddie Eagan reminisces at Olympic group  gathering  
ivith G ertrude Ederle and Buster Crabbe.
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MODERN OLYMPIC GAMES

1st O lym piad  Athens, Greece

Ilnd O lym piad............................................  Paris, France ....................

Illrd  O lym piad............................................ St. Louis, Mo., U. S. A.

IVth O lym piad............................................ London, England.............

Vth O lym piad............................................  Stockholm, Sweden .......

V lth O lym piad.............................................  Berlin,.Germany........................................................
(N o t celebrated, because of W orld W ar I )

VI Ith O lym piad.............................................  Antwerp, Belgium...................................................

VUIth O lym piad............................................  Paris, France .........................

IX th  O lym piad............................................  Amsterdam, 1 lolland...........

X th O lym piad............................................ Los Angeles, CaL, U. S. A.

X Ith  Olympiad ............................................ Berlin, Germany ................

X llth  Olympiad ............................................ Ffelsinki, Finland .....................................................
(N ot celebrated, because of W orld W ar I I )

1896

1900

1904

1908

1912

1916

1920

1924

1928

1932

1936

1940

X ll l th  O lym piad............................................  Unawarded ..................................................................................................  1944

X lV th  O lym piad ............................................  London, England ......................................................................................  1948

X V th  O lym piad............................................  Helsinki, Finland ......................................................................................  1952

OLYMPIC W INTER GAMES

1st Olympic W inter G am es.............  Chamonix, France ......................................................................................  1924

Ilnd Olympic W inter G am es.............  St. Moritz, Switzerland............................................................................... 1928

Illrd  Olympic W inter G am es.............  Lake Placid, N. Y ., U. S. A ....................................................................  1932

IVth Olympic W inter G am es.............  Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany ........................................................  1936

Vth Olympic W inter G am es.............  St. Moritz, Switzerland............................................................................... 1948

V lth  Olympic W inter G am es.............  Oslo, Norway .............................................................................................. 1952

PAN AMERICAN GAMES

1st Pan American G am es  Buenos Aires, Argentina .....................................................................  1 9 5 1
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U. S. OLYMPIC COMMITTEE’S CHIEF OFFICER

A V ERY BRUNDAGE

President of 1952 U.S. Olympic Committee 

President since 1932 of U.S. Olympic Association 

Elected by International Olympic Committee 

as its President during 1952 Games at Helsinki

i
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O L Y M P I C  C I R C L E S
T h e  O lym pic symbol, recognized throughout the w orld, consists o f  five different colored 

circles on a field o f  white. R epresentative  o f  the  five continents , these circles are linked to ­

gether to denote  the sporting friendship o f  th e  peoples o f  the earth, whatever their creed or 

country. T h e  colors o f  the rings are B lue, Y e l lo w ,  B lack , G reen , and R e d — colors chosen 

because at least one o f  them  appears in the flag o f  every nation in the world. T h e  words 

"C itius, A ld u s ,  Fortiu s” , w hich frequently  appear under the circles, mean ' 'quicker, h igher, 

m ore strongly” , and are indicative o f  the com p etin g  a th le te ’s endeavor to run faster, jum p 

higher, and throw m ore strongly.
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THE OLYM PIC O RG A N IZA TIO N

< T
J_  HE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE is the world’s govern­

ing body for the Olympic Games. It drafts the general program and determines the 
standards of amateurism and other qualifications for the amateur athletes chosen 
to take part; it selects the place where each Olympiad is to be celebrated; and its 
Executive Committee constitutes the Jury of Honor or appeal during the Games.

There is a National Olympic Committee in each country. Together with the 
sports associations of that country it certifies the competitors for the Games. These 
Committees enforce the decisions of the Jury of Honor and organize the financing, 
transport, housing, and general management of their teams. The National Olympic 
Committee of a country also has the responsibility, when the Games are awarded to 
its country, of providing the facilities for organizing and managing the Games (ex­
cept for technical administration), or it may delegate its duties and authorities to a 
special Organizing Committee which thereupon assumes these responsibilities.

Every sport on the Olympic program is governed by an International Federation. 
These Federations have as members the recognized sports-governing bodies in the 
various countries. The International Federations establish the rules for their respec­
tive sports, decide upon the program of events jointly with the Executive Committee 
of the International Olympic Committee, control all sports equipment, and appoint 
the officials for the Games.

These three groups— the International Olympic Committee, the National Olym­
pic Committees, and the International Sport Federations— constitute the self-perpet­
uating structure of world control of the Olympic movement. These groups meet to­
gether occasionally in what is known as the Olympic Congress.

The Olympic Games are celebrated every four years. They assemble the ama­
teurs of all nations on an equal footing and under conditions as nearly perfect as 
possible.

An Olympiad need not be celebrated, but neither the order nor the intervals can 
be altered. The International Olympiads are counted as beginning from the 1st Olym­
piad of the modern era, celebrated in 1896 at Athens.

The International Olympic Committee has the sole right to choose the place for 
the celebration of each Olympiad.

The Olympic Games must include the following events: athletics (track and 
field), gymnastics, combative sports, swimming, equestrian sports, the pentathlon, and 
art competitions.

There is also a series of Olympic Winter Games which are celebrated the 
same year as the other Games. Starting from the First Olympic Winter Games in 
1924, these events are numbered only when actually held.

Generally speaking, only those who are natives or naturalized subjects of a coun­
try are qualified to compete in the Olympic Games under the colors of that country.
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U. S. OLYMPIC ASSOCIATION It is the Perm anent O rganization 
in N atio n ’s O lym pic Affairs

The American Olympic Association 
was organized as a non-profit associa­
tion in November, 1921. Its name was 
later changed to the United States of 
A m erica Sports Federation and was 
again changed in 1945 to the United 
States Olympic Association. Its pur­
poses, powers and jurisdiction as stated 
in Article II of its Constitution are as 
follows:

Purposes and Pow ers
"T h e exclusive purposes of the Asso­

ciation are to promote and to encourage 
the physical, moral and cultural educa­
tion of the youth of the nation to the 
end that their health, patriotism, charac­
ter and good citizenship may be fully 
developed.

"T h e powers, jurisdiction and author­
ity of the Association in furtherance of 
these purposes shall be:

1. To organize, to select, to finance, 
and to control the representation of the 
United States in the competitions and 
events of the Olympic Games and of the 
Pan American Games, and to appoint 
governing bodies or committees to effec­
tuate such representation.

2 . Directly or through its constituent 
members or committees to exercise juris­
diction over all matters pertaining to the 
participation of the United States in the 
Olympic Games and the Pan American 
Games, and over the organization of the 
Olympic Games and of Pan American 
Games celebrated in the United States.

3 . To arouse and to maintain the in­
terest of the people of the United States 
in, and to obtain their support of, cred­
itable and sportsmanlike participation 
and representation of the United States 
in Olympic and Pan American Games.

4. To stimulate the interest of the 
people, particularly of the youth, of the 
United States, in healthful, physical, 
moral and cultural education through 
sportsmanlike participation in competi­
tions in accordance with amateur rules.

5. T o maintain the highest ideals of 
amateurism, and to promote general in­
terest therein, particularly in connection 
with the Olympic and Pan American 
Games.

6 . To maintain, enforce, and defend 
the exclusive right of the Association to 
the use of the word Olympic, the Olym­
pic shield, and all Olympic insignia of 
whatsoever nature, and to confine their 
use to activities and publicity concerned 
with the Olympic Games, and with the 
purposes, powers and procedures of the 
Association.

"The Association shall be of perpet­
ual duration and is not to be maintained 
for pecuniary profit. It shall have such 
additional powers, jurisdiction and au­
thority as may be necessary and reason­
able to carry out the purposes and pro­
grams above defined.’’

The United States Olympic Associa­
tion was incorporated under Public Law 
805 passed by the Eighty-first Congress 
of the United States on September 21 , 
1950. This Act upholds the powers, 
jurisdiction, and authority of the Asso­
ciation as set forth in its Constitution, 
particularly those described in para­
graph " 6 ” of the aforementioned "Pur­
poses and Powers” .

M em bership
The membership of the Association 

consists of various United States organ­
izations, comprising five voting, dues- 
paying groups, two voting but non dues 
paying groups and three other groups. 
The identity of all these members is spe­
cifically set forth in the Association’s 
constitution.

G roup A  includes organizations which 
are the United States members of inter­
national federations administering par­
ticipation in competitions in the Olym­
pic or Pan American programs. It in­
cludes the Amateur Athletic Union of 
the U nited States (co n sistin g  o f the 
United States representatives of 9 in­
ternational amateur federations, such as, 
for example, the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation); it also includes 
13 other similar leagues or federations, 
such as the National Ski Association, 
the National Rifle Association, and the 
United States Revolver Association.

G roup B  consists of national organi­
zations from which there have come a 
substantial number of members of the 
US Olympic teams and which either 
hold national championships or compe­
titions in sports on the Olympic or Pan 
American programs. It includes such or­
ganizations as the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association, the Intercollegiate 
A ssociation o f Am ateur A thletes o f 
America, and the United States Cavalry 
Armored Association.

G roup C consists of various regional 
associations, for example, a large num­
ber of the regional associations of the 
A A U , th e  E a s te rn  I n te r c o l le g ia te  
Swimming League, the Association of 
New England Colleges for Conference 
on Athletics, the Colored Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association, and Intercollegiate 
Conference Athletic Association.

G rou p  D  consists o f organizations 
which hold national championships in 
competitions not on the Olympic or Pan 
American programs, such as the Ameri­
can Sokol Union, the Amateur Softball 
A ssociation o f Am erica, the U nited 
States Lawn Tennis Association and the 
US Volley Ball Association.

G roup E  consists of national organiza­
tions of a patriotic, educational, cultural, 
civic or benevolent character, desiring to 
give support to the O lym pic or Pan 
A m erican program s, such as the US

Army and Air Force, the US Navy, the 
German-American Athletic Union, the 
Jewish W elfare Board, the Knights of 
Columbus, the Young M en’s Christian 
Association, the Boys' Clubs of Amer­
ica, and the American Association for 
Health, Physical Education and Recrea­
tion.

G roups F, G, H, I, and  / consist of 
members who pay no dues. Group F 
comprises all past officers of the Associ­
ation; Group G, the United States rep­
resentatives of the International Olym­
pic Committee; Group H, the honorary 
members (not exceeding 25 persons); 
G ro u p s  I and  J  c o n s is t  o f  v e te ra n  
and associate members comprising past 
Olympic competitors, coaches, managers 
and trainers. .

E xecutive C om m ittee
The Association’s executive committee 

consists o f its four officers; President, 
Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.

U nited States O lym pic C om m ittee:
O rganization, Purposes and Pow ers

The US Olympic Committee is organ­
ized at the Quadrennial meeting of the 
Association and it serves for the next 
forthcoming Pan American Games and 
Olympic Games. It consists of the indi­
vidual members of the Association (des­
ignated in groups F and G ) and the 
representatives of the member organiza­
tions to the Olympic Association. It is 
supplemented by ten members-at-large 
and by one representative elected from 
each Games Committee plus any mem­
bers o f the Executive Board not other­
wise included. The US Olympic Com­
mittee as thus constituted is the govern­
ing body with full power and responsi­
bility in all matters connected with the 
organization, operation, administration, 
and representation of the United States 
in the Pan American Games and the 
Olympic Games. The Olympic Commit­
tee appoints the Games Committees.

After the Games are completed and 
the United States representatives and 
teams have disbanded, the Committee 
prepares a detailed report of the United 
States participation in the Games, and 
shortly thereafter the Committee is dis­
solved. The four officers of the Associa­
tion hold corresponding offices on the 
Committee. President Truman was hon­
orary president of the 1952 Committee, 
and Secretaries A cheson and Lovett 
were honorary vice presidents.

O fficial and R ecogn ized  Status
The United States Olympic Commit­

tee, formed as described above by the 
United States Olympic Association, is 
the official organization in charge of 
American participation in the Olympic 
Games and is recognized as such by 
the International Olympic Committee.
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W ithout the U nited  States O lym pic 
Committee this country could not parti­
cipate in the Games, as this Committee 
is the only authority competent to re­
ceive and forward entries and accept the 
invitation for this country to participate 
in the Games.

Executive B oard
The Executive Board of the Olympic 

Committee consists of fifteen members 
— the four officers, plus the Secretary- 
Treasurer of the AAU, the Secrctary- 
Treasurer of the NCAA, and nine oth­
ers elected by the members of the US 
Olympic Committee. Three of these 
nine represent the AAU, three represent 
the NCAA, and three represent the 
other m em ber organizations o f the 
Olympic Association; at least one of the 
latter three must represent a winter 
sport.

The Executive Board conducts the 
business of the Olympic Committee dur­
ing the intervals between its meetings. 
It appoints all special committees of the 
Olympic Committee and designates the 
number of athletes, managers, coaches, 
etc., to be selected by each Games Com­
mittee. It is responsible for the proper 
supervision of US teams during the 
periods of the Olympic and Pan Ameri­
can Games and during the trips to and 
from the Games.

G am es C om m ittees
At the time the United States Olym­

pic Committee is organized, a commit­
tee for each game or competition on the 
forthcoming Olympic Games and/or 
Pan American Games program is like­
wise appointed. Each of the individual 
games committees consists of members 
selected (in  a m anner prescribed by 
the United States Olympic Association’s 
Constitution) from the Amateur Ath­
letic Union, the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association, or that organiza­
tion which is the United States member 
of the international federation govern­
ing or administering that particular 
sport or game on the Olympic program.

O ther Subcom m ittees
Many other subcom m ittees o f the 

United States Olympic Committee are 
also established to supervise its various 
activities, such as its finance committee 
and a large number of local finance sub­
committees, transportation, housing, 
food, administration and the like.

Officers and Participants U npaid
Virtually all the work for the United 

States Olympic Association and Com­
mittee is done purely on a voluntary ba­
sis and all of the officers and executives 
serve without remuneration. There is 
only one full-time paid employee and 
the only other persons receiving pay 
(with one exception) are part-time ste­
nographers and clerical workers, most 
of whom are not directly on the payroll 
of the Association or Committee. The

heads of all the committees, the coaches, 
the participants, the officials, the team- 
managers, the trainers, and all persons 
having anything to do with the Games, 
likewise serve without any pay what­
ever.

A bsence o f  P ropagan da and Propts
Neither the Association nor the Com­

mittee disseminates any partisan propa­
ganda, engages in any lobbying, or in 
any other way attempts to influence leg­
islation. Likewise, the Association and 
Committee are completely non-profit or­
ganizations, no part of the earnings ( i f  
any) of which inures to the private 
benefit of the members or of any other 
persons. This fact is undisputed and has 
been specifically recognized.

Financing o f  the USOC and  
USOA: Receipts

The Association and Committee are 
financed from the following sources:

Dues paid to the Association by its 
members constitute a small portion of 
the total receipts (the annual dues mak­
ing up less than 1%  of the cost of 
A m erica’s d irect preparation for the 
participation in the Games at any one 
Olym piad). These dues are used pri­
marily for covering the overhead and 
administration expenses of the Associa­
tion , which are annually recurring 
charges even when no Games are in 
progress or preparation. (A t such times 
when there is no United States Olympic 
Committee functioning and no cam­
paign for contributions, the receipts of 
the Association are very small and con­
sist approximately 60 %  of dues and 
4 0 %  of interest on investments).

Most of the receipts to finance the

work of the Association and Committee 
come from conducting tryouts for the 
Olympic teams, from admissions, from 
special sporting activities and benefits 
put on in whole or in part to raise 
money for the Committee, and from 
contributions from colleges and physi­
cal education and athletic organizations. 
A substantial sum is also raised by vol­
untary contributions in connection with 
the purchase of admission tickets at var­
ious athletic or theatrical events, where 
a small amount, represented often by a 
stub attached to the admission ticket, 
may be paid as a contribution to the 
Olympic fund at the time of purchasing 
the admission ticket.

The Association and Committee have 
no endowments whatever. The majority 
of the receipts are earmarked for the use 
of a particular games committee con­
ducting a particular competition, such as 
track and field, weight lifting, wres­
tling, or whatever. A large portion of 
the receipts (and virtually all those ob­
tained other than from direct contribu­
tions) comes from organizations rather 
than individuals. Other sums are con­
tributed by colleges, college alumni and 
alumni associations, athletic associations 
and federations, collegiate and intercol­
legiate athletic associations, and Army 
and Navy posts.

Disbursem ents
The money thus taken in is expended 

primarily in financing this country’s 
participation in the Olympic (and Pan 
American) Games. This includes virtu­
ally all items of direct expense, includ­
ing part of the expenses of the tryouts, 
and all of the expenses of transportation
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to and from the Games of all partici­
pants, coaches, managers, trainers and 
official party; housing and feeding of 
all these individuals at the site of the 
Games, purchase of all uniforms and 
soorting equipment, laundry, baggage, 
express, etc.

The total cost of financing American 
participation in a modern Olympiad at 
the present time is estimated at about 
$750,000. Thus, for the 1952 Games 
tne U n ite d  S ta te s  sen t to  O s lo  fo r  
the W inter Games approximately 100 
persons (including contestants, teams, 
managers, trainers, and games commit­
tee representatives) and to Helsinki for 
the Games approximately 425 persons. 
The financial report of the United States 
Olympic Committee in connection with 
the 1952 Games shows that almost 50%  
of the disbursements represented the di­
rect expense of transporting and main­
taining the contestants. Only slightly 
over 2 0 %  represented pure overhead 
expense and expenses of the meetings 
of the Association, the Committee, and 
the various subcommittees thereof (e x ­
clusive of the games committees) over 
the period between celebrations of the 
Games.

Just as most of the receipts are ear­
marked, so also the disbursements are 
classified on committees. Thus, there is 
a separate financial statement published 
covering receipts and disbursements in 
connection with each group of competi­
tions on the program. The various fed­
eration members bear a part of the in­
direct expenses (including much of the 
expense of the tryouts at which partici­
pants are selected, although these try­
outs are held under the official auspices 
of the U. S. Olympic Committee) ; but 
all the expenses in connection with 
United States participation in the Olym­
pic Games, including all of the direct 
expense, is borne by the United States 
Olympic Association and Committee.

R elationship  o f  the USOA to the  
AA U  and N CAA

W hen the Olympic Games were first 
revived in 1896, American participation 
was financed by an informal committee. 
The Amateur Athletic Union of the 
United States later took over this job 
aad retained it until what is now the 
United States Olympic Association was 
formed in 1921. The United States 
Olympic Association has always worked 
very closely with the AAU, the N a­
tional Collegiate Athletic Association 
and the various co llege conferences, 
intercollegiate athletic associations and 
o her sports governing bodies which are 
members of the United States Olympic 
Association. These organizations are al­
most entirely responsible for the present 
high standards of physical education 
and am ateur ath letics in the U nited 
Srates. Thus, for example, AAU inter­
ests were responsible for the first play­

ground and swimming pool in the 
United States.

O ther A ctivities o f  th e  USOA N ot  
R elated  to O lym pic G am es

As recently as 75 years ago there was 
virtually no such thing as organized 
amateur athletics or physical education. 
W e have become so accustomed to such 
activities in recent decades and are so 
inclined to take existing athletic and 
physical education facilities and activi­
ties for granted that it is at times diffi­
cult to realize that they did not always 
exist and came into being only recently 
and only through the vigorous efforts of 
such organizations as the members of 
the US Olympic Association.

The United States Olympic Associa­
tion has also promulgated a standard of 
amateurism in athletics, as defined in 
the prescribed oath which all prospec­
tive Olympic contestants must take be­
fore they may participate in the Games. 
The Association likewise at all times has 
cooperated and worked in close har­
mony with the United States Army, Air 
Force and Navy, has assisted the Army 
and Navy in developing and organizing 
physical training facilities both here and 
abroad, and is constantly  being  co n ­
sulted by service representatives with 
respect to such activities.

These are but a few examples of the 
Association’s diverse activities in con­
nection with the promotion of physical 
e d u ca tio n  in a d d itio n  to  its  b e t te r  
known activities more directly associated 
with the Olympic Games. The Associa­
tion and Committee are constantly en­
couraging and facilitating the develop­
ment of all forms of physical education 
facilities and this is in fact one of the 
chief purposes of the Olympic program 
itself; thus, for example, in selecting a 
site for the Games, the International 
Olympic Committee tries always to give 
preference to a city which (in order to 
stage the Games) will, incident thereto, 
construct new facilities such as stadia 
and coliseums for gymnastic, aquatic, 
equestrian, track and field, and similar 
events.

International O lym pic C om m ittee
The Olympic movement in its inter­

national aspects can perhaps be said to 
be the only activity in the world which 
is run by a completely international gov­
ernment. This government is the Inter­
national Olympic Committee. It is like­
wise an organization whose officers and 
members serve without pay, and it has 
only two paid employees. This commit­
tee draws up the rules for the Games 
and the general program, determines 
the qualifications for the amateur ath­
letes chosen to take part and the defini­
tion of amateurism, determines the site 
where each O lym piad shall be ce le ­
brated, and convenes the Olympic con­
gresses at which are represented the 
various national Olympic committees

and the international amateur sport fed­
erations.

Approximately 80 nations have na­
tional Olympic Committees recognized 
by the International Olympic Commit­
tee; about 50 of these nations have rep­
resentatives on the International Olym­
pic Committee, with no nation having 
more than three representatives. (T h e 
United States has three representatives, 
who are ex o ffic io  m em bers o f the 
U SO A ).

The Committee itself selects the suc­
cessors in office to the various member 
representatives. The sovereignty o f the 
International Olympic Committee is al­
most complete and the member repre­
sentatives do not represent the Olympic 
Associations or Committees of the na­
tions from which they come or even 
those nations themselves, but rather rep­
resent the Olympic movement itself. 
They pay their own dues and expenses 
(including the expense of traveling to 
the annual meetings of the Committee). 
The Committee meets annually and, 
when the Games are in prospect, re­
ceives applications to participate in the 
Games from the Olympic committees 
representing the various nations.

O lym pic G am es Organizing  
C om m ittee

When a site has been selected for a 
forthcoming Olympiad, an organizing 
com m ittee is form ed consistin g  o f 
various members of the community in 
which the Games are to take place. This 
organizing committee accepts the invita­
tion to hold the Games, arranges the 
mechanics of staging the Games, builds 
such stadia and other facilities as are 
necessary, and makes all appropriate ar­
rangements with regard to facilities for 
lodging and boarding (at cost) the par­
ticipants, managers, coaches and trainers 
from the various nations. The city in 
which the Gam es are conducted re ­
tains the gate receipts obtained from the 
holding of the Games in order to pay 
the expenses of building the facilities 
for the Games. Thus, the International 
Olympic Committee and the United 
States Olympic Committee and Associa­
tion have nothing whatever to do with 
such commercial aspects of the program 
as stadium facilities, spectators, tickets 
and concessions.

All profits and funds derived from 
the holding of the Olympic Games 
(after payment of all proper expenses 
in connection with their organization 
and of any contribution to the funds of 
the International Olympic Committee) 
are paid to the National Olympic Com­
m itte e  o f  th e  co u n try  h o ld in g  th e  
Games and are necessarily applied for 
the promotion of the Olympic move­
ment or the development of amateur 
sport.
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IN T ER N A T IO N A L OLYM PIC COM M ITTEE
F ou n der : Baron Pierre de Coubertin, France 

H eadquarters'. Mon Repos, Lausanne, Switzerland

O fficers serving during period  
w hich con clu ded  w ith  ’52 

O lym pic G am es  
President, J. S i g f r i d  E d s t r o m , Sweden 
V ice-President, A v e r y  B r u n d a g e , United States 
Chancellor, O t t o  M a y e r , Switzerland

Executive Committee
T h e  P r e s i d e n t , ex  offic io  
T h e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , ex  o ffic io  
C o u n t  A l b e r t o  B o n a c o s s a , Italy 
C o l o n e l  P .  W .  Sc h a r r o o , The Netherlands 
A r m a n d  M a s s a r d , France 
L o r d  B u r g h l e y , Great Britain

O fficers elected  at 
H elsin ki and inducted  

fo llo w in g  ’52 Olym pic G am es  
President, A v e r y  B r u n d a g e , United States 
Vice-President, A r m a n d  M a s s a r d , France 
C hancellor, O t t o  M a y e r , Switzerland

Executive Committee
T h e  P r e s i d e n t , ex  officio  
T h e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , ex o ffic io  
L o r d  B u r g h l e y , Great Britain 
H .R.H . P r i n c e  A x e l  o f  D e n m a r k  
H.E. M o h a m m e d  T a h e r  P a c h a , Egypt 
D r . M i g u e l  A. M o e n c k , Cuba

A R G E N T IN A
**H oracio-B u sto s M oron  

fEnriq ue Alberdi

A U S T R A L IA  
Lewis Luxton  

H ugh W eir

A U S TR IA
D r. M anfred M autner Ritter von M arkof

B E L G IU M  
Baron de Trannoy  
R. W . Seeldrayers

B R A Z IL  
Arnaldo Guinle  

D r. J .  Ferreira Santos 
Antonio Prado, Jr .

B U L G A R IA  
fG eneral V ladim ir Stoitcheff

C A N A D A  
J .  C. Patteson  

A. Sidney Dawes

C H IL E
*Enrique O . Barbosa Baeza

C H IN A  
D r. C. T . W an g  
D r. H . H . Kung  

Prof. Shou-Yi-Tung

C O L O M B IA  
Julio Gerlein Comelin

C U B A  
D r. M iguel A. Moenck

C Z E C H O S L O V A K IA  
D r. J . G. A . Gruss

D E N M A R K  
H .R .H . Prince A xel of Denm ark

E G Y P T
H . E. M ohamm ed Taher Pacha

F IN L A N D  
J . W . Rangell 

Erik von Frenckell

FR A N C E  
Francois Pietri 

Armand Massard 
Com te de Beaum ont

G E R M A N Y  
H. E. Duke Adolphe-Frederic of

M ecklenburg  
D r. Karl Ritter von H alt

Members
G R E A T  B R IT A IN  

Lord Aberdare 
Lord Burghley 

Lord Luke

G R EEC E  
Angelo Bolanaki 

Jean Ketseas

G U A T E M A L A  
* General M iguel Y digoras Fuentes

H U N G A R Y  
D r. Ferenc Mezo

IC E L A N D
Benedick G. W aage

IN D IA  
G. D. Sondhi 

M ajor Raja Bhalindra Singh

IT A L Y
fC o u n t Alberto Bonacossa 

Count Paolo Thaon de Revel 
D r. Giorgio de Stefani

JA P A N  
D r. Ryotaro Azuma 

D r. Sh. Takaishi

L E B A N O N  
fCheikh Gabriel Gemayel

L IE C H T E N S T E IN  
H .H . Prince Francois-Joseph  

of Liechtenstein

L U X E M B U R G  
H .R .H . Prince Jean of Luxemburg

M E X IC O  
M arte R. Gomez 

fG eneral Jose de J . Clark

M O N A C O  
H .R .H . Prince Pierre of M onaco

N E T H E R L A N D S  
Col. P. W . Scharroo 

Lt. Col. C. F. Pahud de M ortanges

N E W  Z E A L A N D  
Sir A rthur Porritt

N O R W A Y  
O . Ditlev-Simonsen, Jr .

P A K IS T A N  
Ahm ed E. H . Jaffer

PA N A M A  
fD r. Agustin Sosa

PERU
S. E. Alfredo Benavides

PH IL IP P IN E S  
H on. Jorge B. Vargas

PO LA N D
D r. Jerzy Loth

PO R T U G A L
D r. Jose Pontes

R EP U B LIC  O F IR E L A N D  
fL o rd  Killanin

SO U TH  A FR IC A  
Reginald Honey

SPAIN  
Baron de Guell 

*Count de Vallellano  
fP ed ro Ibarra M acM ahon

S W E D E N  
* J .  Sigfrid Edstrom  

Bo Ekelund 
fG eneral Gustav Dyrssen

S W IT Z E R L A N D  
M ajor Albert M ayer

T U R K E Y  
*Rechid Saffet Atabinen

U N IT E D  STA TES  
Avery Brundage  

John Jew ett Garland  
fD ouglas F. Roby

U R U G U A Y  
Joaquin Serratosa Ciblis

USSR
Constantin Andrianow  

fAleksei Romanov

V E N E Z U E L A  
fD r. Julio Bustamente

Y U G O S L A V IA  
Stanko Bloudek

f Elected to membership in 1952  

* Retired from membership in 1952  

Deceased in 1952  

%Deceased in January 1953
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INTERNATIONAL SPORTS FEDERATIONS 
AND THEIR AMERICAN MEMBERS

A T H L E T IC S
International Amateur Athletic Federation, D. T. P. Pain, 

Hon. Secretary, 71 St. George’s Square, London S.W . 1, 
England

Amateur Athletic Union of the United States, Daniel J. Fer­
ris, Secretary, 233 Broadway, New York, N. Y.

B A S K E T B A L L
International Amateur Basketball Federation, R. W illiam 

Jones, Secretary, Weststr. 25, Berne, Switzerland.
Amateur Athletic Union of the United States, Daniel J. Fer­

ris, Secretary, 233 Broadway, New York, N. Y .

B O B SL E D
International Bobsleigh and Tobogganing Federation, 102, 

av. Kleber, Paris X V I, France.
Amateur Athletic Union of the United States, Daniel j .  Fer­

ris, Secretary, 233 Broadway, New York, N. Y.

B O X IN G
International Amateur Boxing Association, Lt. Col. R. H. 

Russell, Hon. Secy., 8 , New Square, Lincoln’s Inn, Lon­
don W .C . 2 , England.

Amateur Athletic Union of the United States, Daniel J. Fer­
ris, Secretary, 233 Broadway, New York, N. Y .

C A N O E IN G
International Canoe Federation, Sturepalatset 7, Stockholm, 

Sweden.
American Canoe Association, George J. Ryan, Secretary, 8 -P 

Skyline Gardens, North Arlington, N. J.

C Y C L IN G
International Cyclists Union, Rue Ambroise-Thomas 1, Paris
IX s, France.
Amateur Bicycle League of America, John Mesch, Secretary, 

1445 N. Linder, Chicago, 111.

E Q U E S T R IA N
International Equestrian Federation, Moermans d’Emaux, 19, 

Champ-du-Vert-Chasseur, Brussels, Belgium.
American Horse Shows Association, Lewis M. Gibb, Secre­

tary, Old Westbury, L. I.

F E N C IN G
International Fencing Federation, G. Mazzini, President, 8 8 , 

Corso Vittorio Emmanuele, Turin, Italy.
Amateur Fencers League of America, Dernell Every, Secre­

tary, 122 E. 42nd Street, New York, N. Y .

F IE L D  H O C K E Y
International Field Hockey League, Rene Frank, Secretary 

General, rue du Prince-Royal 108, Brussels, Belgium.
Field Hockey Association of America, Lanphear Buck, Secre­

tary, 420 Lexington Ave., New York, N. Y.

F IG U R E  S K A T IN G
International Skating Union, G. Hasler, Secretary, Davos, 

Switzerland.
United States Figure Skating Association, John P. Hart, Sec­

retary, 3536 E. 11th St., Tacoma 1, Wash.

F O O T B A L L  (A S S O C IA T IO N )
International Association Football Federation, 77 Bahnhof- 

strasse, Zurich, Switzerland.
United States Soccer Football Association, Joseph J. Barris- 

kill, Secretary, 320 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
G Y M N A S T IC S

International Gymnastics Federation, Charles Thoeni, Secre­
tary General, route de Lyon 8 8 , Geneva, Switzerland.

Amateur Athletic Union of the United States, Daniel J. Fer­
ris, Secretary, 233 Broadway, New York, N. Y.

ICE H O C K E Y
International Ice Hockey Federation, Dr. F. H. H. Kraatz, 

President Landstrasse 49, W ettingen (A rgovie), Switz­
erland.

Amateur Hockey Association of the US, Philip E. M. 
Thompson, Secretary, 2309 Boardwalk, Atlantic City, 
N .J .

M O D E R N  P E N T A T H L O N
International Modern Pentathlon Union, Lt. Col. Svan Tho- 

felt, Secretary, Nvbrogatan 76, Stockholm, Sweden.
Modern Pentathlon Committee, Lt. Col. Donald F. Hull, 

Secretary, Asst. Chief of Special Services, AGC, W ash­
ington, D. C.

P IS T O L  S H O O T IN G
International Shooting Union, Herkulesgatan 20, Box 284, 

Stockholm, Sweden.
United States Revolver Association, Edward A. Hatmaker, 

Secretary, l 600-58th St., Gulfport, Florida.

R IF L E  S H O O T IN G
International Shooting Union, Herkulesgatan 20, Box 284, 

Stockholm, Sweden.
National Rifle Association of America, M aj. Genl. Merritt 

A. Edson, Executive Director, 1600 Rhode Island Ave., 
N .W ., Washington, D . C.

R O W IN G
International Federation of Rowing Societies, Gaston Mul- 

legg, President, P.O. Box 215, Montreux, Switzerland.
National Association of Amateur Oarsmen, Franklin H. 

Bates, Secretary, 1214 Girard Trust Building, Philadel­
phia, Pa.

S K IIN G
International Ski Federation, c/o Marc Hodler, President, 

Elfenstrasse 19, Berne, Switzerland.
National Ski Association of America, Roger Langley, Secre­

tary, Box B, Barre, Mass.

SP E E D  S K A T IN G
International Skating Union, M. G. Hasler, Secretary, Davos, 

Switzerland.
Amateur Skating Union of the United States, Kenneth W . 

Hall, Secretary, Detroit Times, Detroit, Mich.

S W IM M IN G
International Amateur Swimming Federation, B. Sail t ors, 

Hon. Sec., Osterlanggatan 17, Boras, Sweden.
Amateur Athletic Union of the United States, Daniel J. Fer­

ris, Secretary, 233 Broadway, New York, N. Y.

W E IG H T L IF T IN G
International W eightlifting Federation, E. Gouleau, Avenue 

des Gobelins 9, Paris V, France.
Amateur Athletic Union of the United States, Daniel J. Fer­

ris, Secretary, 233 Broadway, New York, N. Y.

W R E S T L IN G
International Amateur W restling Federation, Roger Coulon, 

President, 1, rue Taitbout, Paris, France.
Amateur Athletic Union of the United States, Daniel J. Fer­

ris, Secretary, 233 Broadway, New York, N. Y .

Y A C H T IN G
International Yacht Racing Union, Yacht Racing Association 

of Great Britain, 54 Victoria Street, London S.W . 1, 
England.

North American Yacht Racing Union, Lt. Comdr. Ernest 
Stavey, USNR (R e td .) , Secretary, 34 W est 44th Street, 
New York, N. Y .
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THE OLYMPIC STORY
By A very  B ru n d ag e  

President, International Olympic Committee 
President, United States Olympic Association

What is the story of the Olympic 
Games ? There are critics who say the 
peaceful nations of the world should 
not mingle with the dictator countries 
in the Games. You may be told that the 
Games are a breeding ground of ill- 
will; that they bring on political reper­
cussions which take the four years be­
tween them to correct. Quite likely the 
claim will be made that the money we 
spent to send a team to Finland should 
have been allocated for aid to the needy.

Others will assert that the Olympic 
concept of pure amateurism is outdated. 
" I t  won’t work any longer,” this plaint 
goes. "T h is  world has becom e too 
materialistic.”

W hat is the truth ?
The truth, as I have found it in cir­

cling the globe many times in the Olym­
pic cause the past 40 years, was stated 
by a Hungarian youth who competed in 
the weight events at the London Games 
in 1948. Contrast his words to those of 
the pessimists who preach that amity 
and understanding among countries are 
an empty dream.

" I f  every person could have such an 
experience as this, how wonderful it 
would be,” this young man from an 
occupied land told me with deep sincer­
ity. "Then there would be no hard feel­
ings and few walls between peoples, let 
alone wars.”

The truth about the Olympic Games 
is many things. It is a dead-game Czech 
distance runner collapsing near the fin­
ish line and being helped up and given 
first aid by a Norwegian, an American 
and a Korean. It is a tiny Japanese, out­
classed in the 10,000 meters, moving to 
the outside of the track so that a Pole 
and a Finn might have a chance to 
break the Olympic record. It is the uni­
versal desire to play fa ir  in the most 
hotly competitive of contests by men of 
every ideology and of every race.

The truth is what US Consul Cecil 
Cross, speaking from Cape Town, said 
after we sent a team of picked Olympic 
stars to South Africa not long ago: "In  
the years I have been stationed here, I 
can’t recall anything so beneficial in re­
moving misapprehension and antagon­
ism toward the United States as this 
tour,” wrote Cross.

I f  years o f travel throughout the 
world have taught me nothing else, they 
have taught me this: the American way 
of life needs every bit of support it can 
get. "M any visitors from your country 
leave a bad impression,” the head of a

European state told me bluntly: "But 
we have only respect for your amazing 
athletes.”

Again, the truth is something I wit­
nessed in a Siamese jungle. Traveling 
from  Bangkok to Singapore on an 
Olympic mission, I bounced along for 
hours through a steaming tropical wil­
derness. Midway through this dank no­
where, I glanced out the train window 
— and saw carved from the forest a 
sport stadium which appeared as mod­
ern and well-tended as many you’ll find 
in the great cities!

The explanation? It was clearly visi­
ble on an archway above the gate— the 
five interlaced Olympic rings, proud 
symbol of an event held since 776 B.C. 
and which still has the power to stir 
men to frien d ly  s trife  anywhere on 
earth.

In any language, the truth is that the 
Olympic Games are imperishable. They 
have defied dictators, outlasted wars and 
pestilence, risen above all p o litica l 
struggles. The ancient Greek contests 
ran for nearly 300 Olympiads, close to 
1,200 years. In 1952 competitors from 
69 nations— a record field— vied for the 
most prized championships in sport.

Brundage at Helsinki Games

The rides are still the same as in the 
time of Plato and Socrates: an equal 
opportunity for men of every calling 
and creed and sport for sport’s sake 
only.

O f all the institutions created by man, 
including the great religions, which 
have survived longer?

Y et attacking the Olympic Games is a 
familiar theme of the cynics, especially 
in the United States. On investigation, I 
have found that most of them never 
have seen the Games. In one recent 
(and typical) nationally circulated arti­
cle, I counted 14 untruths on the first 
page alone. Confronting the author, I 
demanded, "W here did you get this in­
formation? Did you see these things 
happen ?”

"N o ,” he replied uncom fortably , 
"they came from reports.”

Some of the "reports” are the result 
of gross ignorance. Others came from 
those who would stir up bad feeling. 
Back in 1912, I saw my first Games as 
a competitor in the pentathlon at Stock­
holm. W hen Jim Thorpe won both the 
decathlon and pentathlon, he was dub­
bed "the greatest athlete in the world” 
by the King of Sweden and returned to 
the US a hero. The denouement was 
sad. Thorpe was found to have played 
professional baseball earlier in his ca­
reer, violating Amateur Athletic Union 
rules. His victories were expunged from 
the books, his trophies given to those 
who placed second to him. Dozens of 
campaigns were launched to get back 
his medals. Yet what did Glenn S. W ar­
ner, who coached Jim Thorpe in 1912, 
have to say? "H e made an innocent mis­
take, but innocence never has been part 
of the definition of an Olympic ama­
teur. W hat's fair for one is fair for all.”

No man, no matter how gifted, is a 
"special” case in the Olympic Games. 
To reinstate Thorpe would have been to 
break faith with the more than 30,000 
athletes who have kept the code since 
the modern revival of the Games in 
1896.

In 1932 at Los Angeles, evidence was 
presented to the Council of the Inter­
national Amateur Athletic Federation 
that Paavo Nurmi, Finland’s idol and a 
six-time Olympic victor, had been paid 
for racing. This proof of violation of 
the amateur rule came like a bomb-shell 
on the eve of the Games. W ith more 
than 100,000 fans waiting to see the 
fabulous Nurmi run, it would not have
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French and Belgians in Helsinki crowd display enthusiasm peculiar to 
Olympic competition.

been difficult to temporize, to postpone 
action or to compromise.

Nurmi did not run. He was dropped 
from the Games as summarily as if he 
had been totally unknown.

Every gathering of the nations brings 
an "incident.” In the vast scheme of the 
Olympics these are minor matters, but 
press hysteria blows them into lurid 
headlines.

A typical case in point was that of 
Barbara Ann Scott in the 1948 W inter 
Games. I f  you believed what you read, 
this threatened to rupture American- 
Canadian relations. Miss Scott, repre­
senting Canada, had won the world fig­
ure-skating title prior to the Games. 
Admirers presented her with an auto­
mobile. The Olympic rule is clear: "A n 
amateur is one who competes solely for 
pleasure . . . without material gain of 
any kind, direct or indirect.” It is strict­
ly enforced for obvious reasons.

"Return the car or be ruled out of 
the Olympic Games as a professional,” 
Canada’s heroine was told. Actually 
Canadian Olympic authorities did the 
telling. But as the ranking Olympic offi­
cial in the Western hemisphere, I imme­
diately became a tyrant. I was burned 
in effigy in Toronto, denounced in the 
Canadian parliament and accused of try­
ing to eliminate Miss Scott so that US 
girls would have clear skating in the 
Games.

No one pursued the thought to its 
logical conclusion. If  American officials 
were hatching a dark plot to remove 
Miss Scott from competition, why tip 
her off? If she kept the vehicle, then 
automatically she would be out of the 
Games.

I ’m happy to say that the best girl 
won in Switzerland, in 1948, as an ama­
teur. After her victory Miss Scott and 
her mother looked me up at St. Moritz 
to thank me for the warning.

Kings, princes, Oriental potentates 
and plain citizens have told me that in 
their op inion n oth in g  does more to 
combat racial prejudice than the Games. 
Still, stories persist to the contrary. Vast 
lip service, for example, has been given 
to the fable that Hitler snubbed our 
greatest Olympic athlete, Jesse Owens, 
a Negro, at the 1936 event. The furor 
over this threatened  to overshadow 
everything accom plished  at B erlin . 
Olympic heads were even accused of be­
ing pro-Nazi.

In reality, we of the International 
Committee suspected long before 1936 
that the Nazis might attempt to use the 
Games for national aggrandizement. 
Politicians have tried it many times be­
fore. None has succeeded. Count Bail­
let-Latour of Belgium, then president of 
the International Olympic Committee, 
put a quick quietus on any ideas of this 
kind by informing Hitler, at a special 
conference, that he had nothing what­
ever to say about the conduct of the 
Games.

"Y ou are a spectator,” the Count told 
the dictator. "W hen the five-circled flag 
is raised over the stadium, it becomes 
sacred Olympian territory. For all prac­
tical purposes, the Games are held in 
ancient Olympia. There we are the mas­
ters.”

Hitler backed water fast. Had he not, 
the Games would have been withdrawn 
from Berlin, and it is estimated that vis­
itors spend many millions of dollars 
during these modern festivals.

Young Owens, of Ohio, performed 
like a superman. He won three events 
and set two world records. And when 
Hitler failed to congratulate him, as on 
opening day he had a victorious Ger­
man shot-putter, the first German ever 
to win a Games track-and-field cham­
pionship, headlines flared all over the 
world.

W hy d id n 't H itle r  shake O w ens’ 
hand? For the good reason that he 
couldn’t. Two days before Jesse ran, the 
Committee moved in and quashed any 
further such displays. Der Fuehrer, at 
the moment that the Buckeye Bullet 
blazed over the finish line, was a dicta­
tor without standing in his own sta­
dium.

That is the great meaning of the 
Olympic Games. They are beyond the 
most powerful political manipulation. 
Our Committee was the only organiza­
tion, not barring the League of Nations, 
which laid down the law to the Nazis 
before W orld W ar II— and made it 
stick . The real story o f the B erlin  
Games is this: four Negro youths, John 
Woodruff, Archie W illiams, Cornelius 
Johnson and Owens, won six world 
championships in a land where racial 
intolerance was being widely preached.

And Hitler, along with his "master 
race” cohorts, had to watch them do it.

On all trips to the Games, the US 
Olympic Committee accepts responsibil­
ity for the welfare of the athletes; on 
the other hand, the athletes agree in 
w riting to m aintain strict train ing , 
which includes abstention from use of 
tobacco and intoxicating liquors.

There have been very few serious vio­
lations through the years— less than a 
dozen I can recall— but when a contest­
ant does fail to meet training require­
ments and is dropped from the team, 
a vast amount of publicity usually en­
sues. In 1936, for example, it became 
necessary to withdraw the entry of one 
of the most outstanding girl swimmers, 
for repeated violations of training rules. 
Most informed people understood the 
reasons behind the unanimous action of 
the Committee, even though the latter 
said nothing more about the case and 
did not release the testimony of the 
team physicians.

I have seen many instances where the 
Olympic ideal has triumphed over stag­
gering odds. In one instance, Finland, 
then a Grand Duchy of Russia, was told 
that it must march in the opening cere­
monies under the Russian flag. The 
Finns rebelled. Either they carried in 
their own colors, or they would not 
compete. The situation was tense. Tech­
nically, the Russians were within the 
rules, but the sympathy of the world 
was with Finland. W hen the smoke 
cleared, the Finns marched with their 
flag flying high.
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A scene that could never be enacted 
at the Olympic Games took place re­
cently in Latin America. At a regional 
games involving a score of countries, I 
watched a gaudily uniformed candidate 
for re-election stride to the podium, 
seize the microphone and deliver a half- 
hour political harangue. Officials shrug­
ged. "W e  are helpless,” they said.

But at the Bolivar Games at Caracas, 
Venezuela, December, 1951 I was given 
a better demonstration of the Olympic 
spirit. In a section of the world where 
government subsidies are required for 
events of this kind and where, conse­
quently, political control is expected, the 
conduct of the games was left entirely 
to sport leaders. Everything was carried 
out according to the best amateur sport 
traditions. Later, at a palace reception, I 
congratulated the President of Venez­
uela on the freedom of the games from 
political interference.

"A h ,” he said smiling, "but that is 
the best politics.”

Many a larger country might well 
copy that enlightened attitude.

Still another fallacy spread by Olym­
pic Critics is that the United States cre­
ates ill will through its near-monopoly 
of victories. Our superior man power, 
technique and equipment are popularly 
supposed to aggravate many small but 
politically important countries which are 
outclassed. Quite the opposite is true.

The hotly contested 1,500-meter run 
at Helsinki was won by an unheralded 
and practically unknown youth from 
Luxemburg. The most sensational run­
ner at the Games was Zatopek, a Czech. 
Hungarian athletes amazed the world by 
victories in athletics, swimming, wres­
tling, gymnastics, fencing, soccer, foot­
ball, shooting, boxing, and water polo. 
Australia’s representatives won six gold 
medals. In the W inter Games at Oslo, 
Norwegian athletes from a country of 
less than four million inhabitants, out­
classed the world.

To scotch another report: we are not 
even the foremost track-and-field na­
tion. In terms of population, that dis­
tinction belongs to Finland. The Finns 
have less than three per cent of our 
population, yet they developed 27 indi­
vidual Olympic winners to our 50 from 
1920-1948. On a man-for-man basis, 
the edge goes to Finland by more than 
20 to 1.

One of the greatest broad jumpers in 
Olympic history was Silvio Cator, of 
tiny Haiti. Percy W illiam s of Canada, 
a rank outsider, was a double sprint 
winner at the 1928 Amsterdam Games. 
Ireland boasted the hammer-throwing 
champion (D r. Patrick O 'Callaghan) in 
1928 and 1932. In 1948, long-striding 
Arthur W int, of Jamaica, ran away 
from the field in the 400-meter dash.

The result is a growing surge of 
Olympic interest wherever one goes in 
the world. There are committees in such 
places as Afghanistan, Burma, Korea 
and Paraguay. In La Paz, Bolivia, work­
men hauled tons o f m aterial alm ost 
stra ig h t up the Andes to build the 
world’s highest athletic plant. It’s two 
and one-half miles above sea level.

In Pakistan, crowds of 30,000 turn 
out to cheer Olympic contenders. Guate­
mala, with less population than the city 
of Chicago, has spent over $12,000,000 
on a sports center that would shame 
nations several times its size. Mexico 
City is spending many millions more for 
an athletic plant of amazing size, accom­
modating 6,000 athletes at one time. 
Iceland has a remarkable sport record 
despite its climate.

The world’s largest sports arena? It 
isn’t Chicago’s Soldier Field or the Los 
Angeles Coliseum. In Rio de Janeiro 
there’s a stadium holding 210,000 spec­
tators !

D om estica lly , with each O lym pic 
Games comes the problem of selecting 
th e  U S team . O th e r  c o u n tr ie s  can 
hand-pick their squad from a few stars, 
but we have so many candidates that the 
only fair approach is a series of exhaust­
ing qualifying tests. Only three men 
can be named in each event, and any 
committee which arbitrarily selected 
three out o f the e lig ib le  thousands 
would be howled out of the country. 
More than once, potential Olympic vic­
tors have had to be left behind.

I have seen champions with tears in 
their eyes, unable to speak, when their 
chance to wear the American shield van­
ished. In 1 9 3 6 , pole-vaulter G eorge 
VarofF broke a world record a few days 
before the trials, but failed to qualify. 
Shot-putter Chuck Fonville and miler 
Gil Dodds, two of the best, lost out by 
last-minute bad breaks in 1948. There 
was a lump in every official’s throat in 
1948 when Harrison (B ones) Dillard, 
who held the world’s record for the 
high hurdles, suffered a startling defeat 
in the trials.

But Dillard was a fighting athlete—  
the test of an Olympic competitor. He 
took his misfortune in stride and, enter­
ing the 100-meter dash, where he had 
little experience, won a team position. 
At London he sped to the Olympic 100- 
meter championship in one of the big­
gest upsets of all time.

The Games in Finland were a glori­
ous demonstration of concord. Repre­
sentatives of Nigeria, New Zealand, 
Russia, Egypt, Siam, Switzerland, Mex­
ico, Iran, the Argentine and sixty other 
countries mingled in the most strenuous 
competition without untoward incident. 
The rules guaranteeing equal and fair 
treatment to all were observed by every­

one. Speaking a score of different lan­
guages, coming from every walk of life, 
practicing every religion, competitors 
with faith in the Olympic code, strug­
gled for an Olympic victory, most cov­
eted of sport honors. Good sportsman­
ship prevailed at all times.

Russian competitors appeared at the 
1952 Games for the first time since 
1912. Spectators and sport officials both 
had objected to participation by contest­
ants from the dictator countries. D ele­
gates from various sections of the world 
had spoken with heat against meeting 
any oppressors in friendly competition. 
In all cases, we were voted down.

W e— the rest of the world— can meet 
on the field of sport, where fair play 
must prevail, with men of any political 
philosophy. Perhaps the results will 
reach even inside the forbidding walls 
of the Kremlin. For by taking part, the 
USSR, with the other nations, must 
accept the Olympian creed, the very 
core of which is expressed in these 
words:

"May w e display cheerfu lness and  
concord that the O lympic torch may be  
carried on ivith ever greater eagerness, 
courage an d  hon or fo r  the g o o d  o f  
humanity through the ciges.”

(Courtesy of This W eek magazine)

Turbanned athletes and officials from  Pak­
istan march in stadium at Helsinki,
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

Never has the Olympic flame burned 
brighter than in 1952, the first year of 
the X V  Olympiad of the Modern Cycle. 
Both the VI W inter ames in Oslo 
and the Olympic Games themselves in 
Helsinki reached new heights, made 
new records of size and comprehensive­
ness, and set new standards of quality 
and performance in a truly Olympic at­
mosphere of good sportmanship and 
friendly international cooperation. The 
Norwegian and the Finnish Organizing 
Committees both deserve great praise 
for providing excellent facilities, effi­
cient management, and gracious hospi­
tality for the sportsmen of the world.

1952 was also the most important 
Olympic year in the United States. 
Never before did a team have the entire 
country behind it as did the one that 
went to Helsinki. From the President of 
the United States, who proclaimed an 
"Olympic W eek", down to the hum­
blest sport follow er, everyone was 
cheering for the boys and girls wearing 
the Red, W hite, and Blue in Finland. 
The Olympic Telethon arranged by Bob 
Hope and Bing Crosby was undoubtedly 
the greatest event of its kind ever staged 
and it was estimated that over fifty mil­
lion people witnessed it (see page 4 7 ) .  
The thousands of individuals who con­
tributed to the fund required to organ­
ize, equip, transport, house, and feed 
the team o f course all had a deep per­
sonal interest in it. Before the team was 
sent on its way there was a rousing dem­
onstration arranged by Mayor Impellit- 
teri and Comptroller Toseph of New 
York City which included a Broadway 
parade and an elaborate luncheon.

Never has a team responded better. 
The boys and girls were in wonderful 
spirits and their performances were phe­
nomenal. W ith the realization that their 
country to a man was behind them, they 
broke record after record. The details 
are reported elsewhere in this volume; 
suffice to say their superb achievements 
will live forever in the history of soort.

I have been referring particularly to 
the team that went to Helsinki, but our 
W inter Sports team at the Games in 
Oslo was equally successful and also 
brought home its share of honors.

In 1951 we organized a team to par- 
ticioate in the Primeros Tuegos Denorti- 
vos Pan Americanos in Buenos Aires. 
These Games, which were originally 
scheduled for 1942 but were delayed by 
the war, brought together competitors 
from moT of the countries in the W est­
ern Hemisnhere. The progress that has 
been made in sport in Latin American 
countries in the last generation was 
clearly demonstrated. Our team had a

By A v ery  B ru n d ag e

friendly and hospitable reception and 
won most of the medals, but those who 
thought we would dominate the events 
were badly mistaken. Considering the 
short time in which the Games were or­
ganized they were a great success. The 
next ones are scheduled for Mexico City 
in 1955.

These varied activities of the United 
States Olympic Committee cost almost a 
million dollars, and since a large part of 
this sum was contributed by the loyal 
sportsmen of the United States, perhaps 
it would be well to review the subject 
and consider the results of this expendi­
ture of time and effort. As a matter of 
fact, the total cost was far more than the 
sum mentioned since the time of the 
hundreds o f o fficers and com m ittee 
members of the organization involved 
as well as that of coaches, managers, 
doctors, nurses and trainers— was all 
contributed. W hy should we go to all 
this trouble and expense to participate 
in the Olympic Games and collateral 
events like the Pan American Games?

The Olympic Movement is a great 
idealistic enterprise. Those who partici­
pate, being amateurs, contribute to it 
and do not seek to take from it. It 
is free from dollar signs and from 
political intrigue, and the International 
Olympic Committee aims to keep it that 
way. Sport must not be used by any in­
dividual, group, or nation for his or its 
selfish purpose. Perhaps this accounts 
for the manner in which the Olympic 
Movement has spread throughout the 
world without large funds or huge en­
dowments. In less than sixty years it has 
penetrated to every corner of the globe. 
Today over eighty National Olympic 
Committees are recognized by the Inter­
national Olympic Committee. Survey 
the whole of history and there is noth­
ing like this amazing march of amateur 
sport, despite geographical difficulties, 
despite the obstacle of many languages, 
and notwithstanding different stages of 
physical, intellectual, and social ad­
vancement, not only into every nation 
but into practically every community.

The O lym pic Gam es stand at the 
apex of our sport program and sport is 
a most important part of our social sys­
tem today, particularly here in the 
United States, for amateur sport embod­
ies all the principles that have made this 
country great. It must be free and inde­
pendent, it must be clean, pure and 
honest, or it is not amateur sport. Every 
amateur athlete succeeds or fails, ac­
cording to his own ability and exoeri- 
ence. Once he is at the starting mark he 
is on his own. Neither his parents, his 
pastor, his business agent, his coach, nor
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his Senator can help him. In many fields 
we have strayed far from the principles 
of our founding fathers but not on the 
athletic field. No athlete thinks the gov­
ernment owes him a medal— he knows 
that he must earn it. But he also knows 
that he has the same chance as the other 
competitors and the rules will not be 
changed while he is running.

Once every four years the United 
States Olympic Committee selects sev­
eral hundred of the best American ath­
letes in a score of sports and sends them 
against the champions of all the other 
countries in the Olympic Games. These 
boys and girls must win their places in 
a series of tryouts open to all amateur 
athletes. No one can buy a place on a 
United States Olympic team. There 
has occasionally been criticism of the 
method of selecting United States teams 
solely on the results of final tryouts, but 
after many years of experience this has 
been determined to be the best and the 
only method fair to all. Ample notice is 
given and all contestants have the same 
opportunity to be ready for the supreme 
test on the announced date. Sometimes 
because of accidents or illness, outstand­
ing athletes, even world’s record hold­
ers, have been left at home. This is un­
fortunate, but in this country where 
there are so many of almost equal abil­
ity it is impossible to choose Olympic 
team members fairly on the basis of 
reputation or of previous performance.

Those who are fortunate enough to 
achieve the great honor of representing 
the United States are but a small pro­
portion of the thousands of candidates. 
There are today literally milFons of 
youngsters interested in the Olympic 
Games, looking forward to the time 
when they too may participate. W hat 
does this interest mean to the nation?

First, in these voung men and women 
is developed the love of competition—  
and competition is the mainspring of 
the American system. Young people im­
bued with the spirit of competitive en­
deavor are not swayed by radical or 
communistic propaganda.

Second, the health of its people is of 
primary importance to any country. The 
physical strength and stamina and men­
tal alertness developed by athletic parti­
cipation is a national asset.

Third, participation in amateur sport 
under proper auspices develops a spirit 
o f sportmanship and fair play. The les­
sons learned upon "the fields of friend­
ly strife" carry over into all the other 
relationships of life.

Fourth, every taxpayer pays an enor­
mous toll to crime. Most criminals are 
young people. W e pay for their crimi­
nal activities in the cost of courts, jails, 
and police, and in direct losses in thefts 
and property damage, totaling millions 
o f dollars annually. Substituting the ad-

•Throng of sports devotees 
converges on Olympic Stadium  
in Helsinki



venture of sport for the adventure of 
crime by developing interest in athletics 
among our youth is effective insurance.

More than any other enterprise, the 
Olympic Games, which are much more 
than just another athletic carnival, beck­
on the youth of the world to the adven­
ture of sport, to clean living, and to 
sane philosophy of life in which prog­
ress depends on hard work and reward 
is based on merit. In addition, they de­
velop mutual respect and good will 
among the contestants and set an exam­
ple of international cooperation for all 
the world to see.

It is perhaps not necessary to mention 
that United States citizens, despite the 
billions of dollars that have been scat- 
tred throughout the world, are not too 
popular in all countries. Foreigners do 
respect our athletes, however; they have 
to. That is why our Olympic boys and 
girls are good ambassadors, and I ven­
ture to say that United States prestige 
benefited more from our Olympic par­
ticipation than from projects that cost a 
hundred times as much. This one didn’t 
cost the government one red cent. If  
you had heard the roar from a hundred 
thousand throats when the Stars and 
Stripes at the head of the United States 
contingent entered the stadium at Hel­
sinki, you would have agreed that it was 
worth all the time, effort, and money 
that had been expended. It was the 
same in Oslo at the W inter Games, and 
in Buenos Aires at the Pan American 
Games.

Altogether, the United States Olym­
pic Com m ittee in organizing United 
States representation in the Olympic 
Games is engaged in an important pub­
lic service, a great patriotic work.

Relations with the press, radio and 
television during the last four years 
were excellent. The Committee appreci­
ates the wholehearted cooperation it re­
ceived. It also commends the construc­
tive attitude taken by the journalists and 
commentators.

Thanks are due to all the officers, the 
games committees, and the other com­
mittees of the USOC for their contribu­
tion to the success of this enterprise. 
T he m anagers, the coaches, and the 
trainers o f the teams as well as the doc­
tors and nurses who contributed their 
services also deserve thanks. So do the 
committees which raised funds in vari­
ous communities. W e are indebted also 
to the President of the United States 
for proclaiming the week of May 18

"Olympic W eek” pursuant to action of 
Congress, and to the Governors who 
cooperated by proclaiming ''Olympic 
W eek” in their States. U S M in ister 
John M. Cabot and his staff in Helsinki 
were kind enough to meet the team on 
its arrival and to entertain it at the 
United States Embassy. The US Am­
bassador in Oslo was not in Norway 
during the Games, but Counselor W . 
P. Snow extended the hospitality of the 
Embassy. In Buenos Aires, Charge d’­
affaires Lester D. Mallory was also soli­
citous of the welfare of the US team 
and organized several entertainments. 
Our attaches, Knute Gresvig in Oslo 
and Henry A. Matis in Helsinki, were 
most helpful. In Helsinki, General M o­
tors, was kind enough to provide auto­
mobiles for the United States team man­
agement during the Games.

The close cooperation the United 
States Olympic Committee had from the 
Armed Services of the United States 
should be especially m entioned. For 
many years the United States Olympic 
Committee has had the idea that a pro­
gram o f com petitive sports for the 
Armed Services would be highly bene­
ficial. Good athletes make good citizens 
and good soldiers. This view has finally 
been accepted by the Department of 
Defense and the three branches all par­
ticipated in Olympic tryouts and con­
tributed a substantial number of mem­
bers to the team. Over twenty percent 
of our 1952 Olympic teams were in uni­
form and 36 medals were won by these 
boys. This was not the only cooperation. 
The soldiers fighting in Korea were suf­
ficiently interested to raise over $ 36,000 
in contributions to the Olympic fund. 
They also helped to finance the Korean 
team.

For the first time the teams traveled 
entirely by air. The service provided by 
Pan American W orld Airways was ex­
cellent. Most everyone agrees that this 
method of traveling has many advan­
tages. There is one disadvantage, how­
ever, over travel by steamship. The team 
is made up o f many d iffe ren t units 
which come together for the first time 
at the scene of competition. If  they are 
thrown together on shipboard fo r a 
week they have an opportunity to be­
come acquainted and to develop esprit 
d’corps. Since the teams will probably 
travel by air in the future, some method 
should be found to overcome this de­
ficiency.

In  m any c o u n tr ie s  th e  O ly m p ic  
Movement is considered so important 
that their Olympic teams are subsidized 
by the government. In the United States 
we have preferred to avoid any possible 
political entanglements by relying on 
the generosity of the sport-loving pub­
lic. Various methods have been used

and, while we have always been suc:es- 
ful, it has nonetheless been a tremen­
dous task for an organization of volun­
teers. For many years I have advocated 
the addition of a small surcharge on the 
price of tickets to amateur events for the 
Olympic fund. This would provide the 
necessary money in the most painless 
fashion, and I hope this plan will be 
adopted generally. This time we triec to 
organize two campaigns for funds: one 
for the Pan American Games and one 
for the Olympic Games. It is my opin­
ion that in the future there should be 
only one drive.

During the last four years the United 
States Olympic Association has had for 
the first time a paid Executive Director. 
W hile the organization has not yet been 
thoroughly perfected I cannot empha­
size too strongly the advantages o f such 
an arrangement. The work of the Olym­
pic Association has grown to the point 
where it can no longer be handled by 
volunteer workers. The activities of D i­
rector J. Lyman Bingham contributed 
greatly to the success of the work of the 
organization.

The performances of our teams were 
eminently satisfactory. In winter sport 
we have advanced greatly since 1932, 
when the W inter Games were held at 
Lake Placid. Prior to that time there was 
little general interest in these events. 
W e are still considerably behind the 
Scandinavian cou ntries, however. In 
track and field athletics and in swim­
ming, the two principal Olympic sports, 
our competitors are outstanding. In bas­
ketball and weightlifting we have usu­
ally won. In rowing, wrestling, yacht­
ing, boxing and shooting our showing 
has been satisfactory and sometimes sen­
sational. In boxing this time, for in­
stance, we won five of the ten classes. 
W e won the eight-oared crew race, as 
we usually do. Our equestrian team, 
which had to be entirely rebuilt (it has 
always been an army team before but 
there is now no more cavalry), made a 
surprisingly good showing. In several 
sports, however —  gymnastics, soccer, 
field hockey, women’s athletics, cycling 
and fencing-—we are seriously out­
classed. It is the same with cross country 
skiing. W e have made little progress in 
these sports and consideration should 
be given to their future.

In Finland there were almost 6000 
competitors from 69 different countries, 
and in Oslo there were about 1200 from 
30 countries— more than ever before. 
Competition as a result is becoming 
more and more keen. As an illustration, 
someone looked over the statistics and 
found that the great Nurmi’s record for 
the 10,000-meters run was broken no 
less than fifteen times in 1952. The 
Olympic Games have become so popu­
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In role of IOC Vice-President, Avery Brundage addresses gathering of representatives of 
all participating nations prior to opening of Olympic Games in Helsinki.

lar that everyone wants to participate in 
one way or another. The International 
O lym pic Com m ittee is now seeking 
m ethods to cut them down to more 
manageable proportions. It will proba­
bly be necessary to tix standards that 
will have to be met by the entrants. The 
various National Olympic Committees 
will have to coniine their entries to indi­
viduals of Olympic calibre and to re­
duce the number of officials.

The in creasin g  in flu en ce  of the 
United States in international amateur 
sport is indicated by the important posi­
tions occupied by some of our delegates. 
Douglas F. Roby was elected to the In­
ternational Olympic Committee; W il­
lard N. Greim was reelected President 
of the Federation Internationale de Bas­
ketball Amateur; Dietrich Wortmann 
was elected President of the Federation 
Internationale Halterophile et Cultur- 
iste; Max Ritter has completed his term 
as Honorary Secretary of the Federation 
Internationale de Natation Amateur; 
Hugo Otopalik, Roy E. Moore, W . H. 
Thomas, John J. Fox and Cortlandt T. 
Hill were elected vice presidents of the 
Federation Internationale de Lutte Am­
ateur, the Federation Internationale de 
Gymnastique, the Association Interna­
tionale de Boxe Amateur, the Federa­
tion Internationale de Bobsleigh et de 
Tobogganing, and the Federation Inter­
nationale de Ski; Daniel J. Ferris was 
elected to the Council of the Interna­
tional Amateur Athletic Federation, and 
W alter S. Powell to the Council of the 
International Skating Union.

At Helsinki there occurred another of 
those spontaneous demonstrations of in­
ternational good will which the Olym­
pic Movement promotes. Because of the 
friendly and hospitable reception which 
our team had in Finland some of the 
boys suggested that a fund be raised by 
the team members to finance a univer­
sity scholarship in the United States for 
an outstanding Finnish student. Every 
member of the team and the officials 
contributed to the $4000 fund.

During the last four years the United 
States Olympic Association was incor­
porated by Public Law No. 805 of the 
81st Congress. This important step has 
given the Association power to control 
abuses of the name and of the insignia 
of the organization. Because of the in­
ternational popularity of the Olympic 
Games, there is a continuous battle to 
prevent outsiders from using our insig­
nia and words for commercial purposes. 
This can now be stopped by legal action 
if necessary.

The sole strength of the Olympic 
Movement is its high ideals and these 
can be m aintained only through the 
efforts of the National Olympic Com­

mittees, which must prevent any com­
mercialization, and any involvement in 
politics. They must also initiate a cam­
paign of education on the values of 
amateurism, since even today this is not 
generally understood by the press and 
the public.

One of the great dangers facing the 
Olympic Games today is excessive na­
tionalism. The Games are solely contests 
between individuals and there is no offi­
cial scoring. Fanciful scores published 
in the newspapers and magazines have 
no authority. W e must keep a happy 
balance between justifiable national 
pride and the use of sport for national 
aggrandizement. If  the Olympic Games 
as a result of unbridled chauvinism de­
generate into contests between the hired 
gladiators of the large nations in an

attempt to build national prestige or to 
prove that one system of government is 
better than another, the Games will lose 
all their purpose.

If the work of the United States 
Olympic Association and the United 
States Olympic Committee during the 
past quadrennium has been successful it 
has been due to the army of helpers and 
assistants they have had. This is because 
of the fundamental soundness of the 
Olympic idea, which has captured the 
imagination of the world and which en­
lists the support of everyone. Now to 
prepare for the II Juegos Deportivos 
Panamericanos in 1955 in M exico City, 
for the V II W inter Games in Cortina 
d'Ampezzo, Italy, and for the Games of 
the X V I Olympiad in Melbourne, Aus­
tralia.
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REPORT OF THE VICE-PRESIDENT
By K enneth L. W ilson

As Vice-President of the US Olympic 
organization and having worked on 
many committees in this and past Olym­
piads, there are a number of observa­
tions and suggestions that I would like 
to make for the future.

It is notorious that every Olympic 
Committee, having completed a set of 
Games, breathes a sigh of relief and 
proceeds to forget the monstrous task 
that will confront them in a short pe­
riod of four years and there is very little 
sign of activity until the Quadrennial 
meeting. This, of course, is a normal 
reaction. The officers, committee chair­
men, managers, and coaches have been 
asked in the past to give unstintingly of 
their time and effort during the year 
preceding the Games. Many times this 
was at a personal sacrifice to their own 
business or profession. N o matter how 
difficult the job has been to complete, 
somehow or other it has always been 
done in time for the opening of the 
Games.

Up until now the history of Olympic 
activities has been a desperate financial 
struggle to outfit and raise money for 
the transportation of the participants. 
This problem will always face us but I 
would like to again repeat that it should 
be made a four-year task instead of a 
one-year drive. The growth of the size 
of the team and the expenses of the 
total operation has increased Olympiad 
by Olympiad until now it is a tremen­
dous undertaking. It is only reasonable 
to state that a much more efficient oper­
ation could be made i f  a carefu lly  
planned four-year campaign for funds 
would be instituted. It is a severe drain 
on the athletic treasuries of our college 
institutions to make their contributions 
in one year. It would be far easier for 
them to include a budgetary item each 
year and the money-raising possibilities 
would be enhanced greatly. There is no 
reason that a great share of this money 
should not come from an Olympic do­
nation at the various athletic contests 
that colleges conduct. In the past many 
times the financial drive was started so 
late that the ticxets had been already 
planned and this scheme was unable to 
be put into operation.

The same is true of the AAU and 
other organizations. Thev have respond­
ed magnificently in their drive for funds 
but it is a serious drain on their finances 
to raise the money in one short year.

Due to the tremendous Olympic edu­
cation that the American public received 
from the telethon drive, this should be 
made much easier. It is my feeling that 
there were literally thousands of people 
in the United States that knew about

the Olympic Games for the first time 
through listening to the magnificent 
program that was put on. W e should 
capitalize on that group and while they 
still have a sense of pride and satisfac­
tion in the contributions they made, 
should enable them in every devious 
way to start making contributions now.

Months after the Games one of the 
most discouraging things that I have 
been confrontd with is the fact that we 
have been absolutely unable to get offi­
cial Olympic motion pictures for non­
commercial showing. There have been 
literally hundreds of requests from in­
terested groups, asking for these pic­
tures and expressing a willingness to 
put on an Olympic Day. This evidently 
presents a problem that only the Inter­
national Olympic Committee can solve. 
For the past two Olympiads, we have 
been assured that pictures would be 
forthcoming but the fact that nearly 
two years elapse before they are made 
available lessens their usefulness to a 
marked degree.

I would strongly urge that if the In­
ternational Olympic Committee cannot 
guarantee full coverage of the Games in 
the future, plans should be made to pur­
chase prints from the Organizing Com­
mittee where the Games are held. This 
has been done by other participating 
countries and although the price is ex­
orbitant, the benefits derived would far 
exceed the expense.

W e are now faced with a new prob­
lem and that is of a distinct threat to 
our supremacy in athletics if we do not 
plan better for the future. That state­
ment is certainly apparent from a care­
ful study of the scorer’s sheet of the 
Games in Helsinki. There are many 
events that we have dominated ever 
since the modern Games were started in 
Athens in 1896. However, there are 
many events that we do only fairly well 
in. It is farthest from my thoughts that 
we discontinue participation in those 
events. Instead we must study the weak­
nesses, whether they may be in our 
preparation, coaching, or in the interest 
in the events themselves and like a skill­
ful football coach who is planning his 
team years in advance, we should be 
planning our team participation for the 
next Games at the present time.

A study of the boxing results at Hel­
sinki will best illustrate what I mean. 
Here was a sport that the United States 
had sent full teams to participate in all 
the recent Olympics. Although we have 
extensive competition in amateur boxing 
and a great deal of interest in the sport, 
we had fared rather poorly in the past.

In one Olympiad they became tops be­
cause the men in charge carefully stud­
ied the situation. The coaches and ath­
letes were prepared for the rules that 
they had to compete under and they met 
the situation correctly. I shall never for­
get the comments of Judge Mahoney, 
one of United States' most keen observ­
ers of boxing, after watching our inef­
fectual results at the Olympic Games in 
London. His criticisms were correct and 
the fact that the men in charge of box­
in g  to o k  every n e ce ssa ry  s te p  to 
strengthen the preparation of the team 
led to the wonderful results that were 
enjoyed at Helsinki in that sport.

There is much to be done in planning 
for many of our sports. Encouragement 
must be given to some of them and 
people who are capable and have the 
time must devote time toward upbuild­
ing them until we can present a well- 
rounded Olympic team that has a fight­
ing chance in every event. This cannot 
be done in the short space of time that 
is left when the coach has been picked 
and the team sails. It should be going 
on now. I am not minimizing the care­
ful attention and planning that is being 
done by the men interested in those 
sports at the present time but they need 
help and the youngsters need years of 
careful preparation. The eyes of the 
world were on us in our competition at 
Helsinki and the eyes of the world will

T ug W ilson, USOC V eep , in H elsinki.



continue to watch whether the United 
States has reached the top level and 
whether other nations will surpass us 
in the next Games. Only the most care­
ful planning of the hundreds of thou­
sands of sports-loving Americans can 
successfully meet this challenge and the 
time to start is now.

I w ould  l ik e  to see  us s ta r t  at a 
younger level than we have ever at­
tempted. At the present time we care­
fully select, through intensive competi­
tion, the best athletes in the United 
States to represent us. I would like to 
think that we could start on the high 
school level where, according to reliable 
statistics, we have an estimated enroll­
ment of over four million students in 
some 26,000 high schools and acade­
mies. At the present time they know lit­
tle about the Olympic program. W e 
should start an educational program on 
this level, giving them every phase of 
the Olympic program, its ideals and 
purposes. At the outset this might look 
like an insurmountable task but an ex­
amination of the group of secondary 
schools will show that they are divided 
into well-rounded groups, state associa­
tions, and conferences, 'these groups are 
headed by men who are eager to encou­
rage the best in amateur athletics. They 
would be willing to cooperate with us in 
a program of education of the Olympics 
that would reach every one ot these 
youngsters who are, after all, our future 
Olympic competitors. Such a program 
could be started by an Olympic bulletin 
published at intervals which would give 
them a good picture of what we are 
striving to do. '1 his same Olympic bul­
letin with up-to-date news of the best 
marks and results of our future Olympic 
candidates, comparing them with the 
marks made by athletes throughout the 
world, would be of intense interest to 
any sports-loving boy. W ith such a pro­
gram we could nor only encourage more 
competition in our amateur sports pro­
gram, but could develop interest in the 
high school students who will be the 
people that we must appeal to in the 
years to come for support.

At the outset this would look like a 
very ambitious program but we must re­
member that Olympic competition, to be 
successful, must take in thousands of 
people. W e have an extremely compe­
tent Executive Director in Lyman Bing­
ham and it would be my hope that un­
der his direction such a program could 
be planned. As an organization we 
should constantly look for sports-loving 
people who are willing to devote time 
and energy to help. In the past we have 
too often passed the same arduous bur­
dens Olympiad after Olympiad back 
to the same people without a thought 
to strengthening our organization by

young blood. W e have not made ample 
use of the tremendous ability that could 
be had from past Olympic competitors. 
It is true that there are several organi­
zations throughout the country of past 
competitors but up to date not enough 
of them have been worked into the or­
ganization program. From this group 
we should be able to draw skilled help 
— people who understand the problems 
that we confront and people who under­
stand the importance of the Olympic

movement in the strengthening of out- 
way of life.

The time to institute such a plan is at 
hand and I would earnestly beseech all 
of you who have devoted so much of 
your time and energy to this great cause 
to give some serious thought to the 
future of the Games, because in rhe 
acceptance of the Olympic principles, 
we are helping mould strength and 
ideals of sportsmanship and character 
in our future citizens.

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY

At the point in the Olympiad where
this brief review is being written— the 
time when the perfecting processes are 
being applied to the souvenir volume 
which embodies the USOC’s quadren­
nial report— the impression is strong in 
the Secretarial consciousness that each 
four-year period in the Secretary’s office 
is composed completely and exclusively 
of 1461 days devoted to the construction 
and production of this book which pre­
sents in such great detail the current his­
tory of the Olympic movement in the 
United States.

Such impression is of course errone­
ous. W ork on the quadrennial report is 
an arduous and demanding chore, but it 
is incidental to the year-round activities 
of the USOA and the USOC which are 
centered in the national headquarters of 
the Association at the Biltmore Hotel, 
43rd Street and Madison Avenue, New 
York City It is here at G H Q  that the 
Secretary traditionally locates his office.

Records are maintained at Olympic 
headquarters, and routine correspond­
ence is handled there in off years as well 
as in those twelve months marked by the 
three important international athletic 
festivals in which each successive US 
Olympic Committee has both interest 
and responsibility. However, the chief 
function of the main 
office is its general 
supervision over the 
preparations for par­
ticipation by repre­
sentative US teams 
i n t h e O l y m p i c  
Games, in the W in ­
ter Games, and in 
the Pan American 
Games.

T h e s e  p ast fo u r  
years have seen siza­
ble teams organized 
to carry the nation’s 
c o lo rs  in to  th e se  
three world-watched 
competitions. In Feb­
ruary, 1951, the U- 
nited States sent a

By A sa S. B u sh n ell

total of 98 athletes, coaches, managers, 
trainers, and administrative officials 
to Buenos Aires, Argentina, to take part 
in the 1st Pan American Games. In Feb­
ruary, 1952, a total of 97 were dispatch­
ed to Oslo, Norway, for the V lth  W in ­
ter Games. In July, 1952, no fewer than 
410 journeyed to Helsinki, Finland, for 
the X V th  Olympic Games. Much-—in 
addition to money— was required by 
these three big parties to reach their re­
spective destinations.

There is an interesting story in this 
situation, and another absorbing story 
behind the story— of planning and exe­
cution of a myriad of details; of toil and 
exhausting effort; and of reward in the 
thrilling and emotionally packed mo­
ments when the US flag was raised as a 
symbol of successful culmination— first 
in Buenos Aires, then in Oslo, and final­
ly in Helsinki.

To put our teams in these far-flung 
places meant months of concentrated, 
coordinated, and unselfish effort on the 
part of hundreds of men and women 
devoted to athletics’ objectives in all 
parts of the United States, and on the 
part of many others connected with our 
Armed Forces abroad.

The work and preparation for each 
successive Pan American and Olympic

Asst. Sec’y. Tom  Lennon in H elsinki with secretarial barouche 
and driver, Aapo Miettinani.
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Team members, Patricia M cCorm ick and W ayne M oore, share in Secretary Bushnell’s 
approval of accident insurance policy, presented to Olympic party for Helsinki trip by 
Nathan M . Ohrbach, N ew  Y ork  merchant (rig h t).

participation begins immediately after 
the one just concluded. Reports of man­
agers, coaches, chairmen of games com­
mittees, and others pour into the Secre­
tary’s office, each one containing a fact­
ual account of what happened in a par­
ticular sport and offering suggestions de­
signed both to alter some procedures 
toward greater efficiency and to elimin­
ate others which have proved unsatis­
factory. Many of these reports are pub­
lished in the Olympic Book, and all of 
them are incorporated in the official rec­
ords. All are taken advantageously into 
account when the next team is organized 
and plans for the next overseas compe­
tition formulated.

As the date approaches for the next 
event in the series, preparations are un­
ceasing and increasing in tempo, cul­
minating during the last few months in 
terrific pressure as the central office co­
ordinates and puts into effect the activi­
ties of the various Games Committees 
and other administrative groups.

Approximately six months before the 
dates of any set of games it is customary

for the United States Olympic Commit­
tee, through the agency of its Executive 
Board and under guidance by the rules 
and regulations set up by the organizing 
committee of the country in which the 
games are to be held, to decide on how 
many athletes, coaches, managers, train­
ers, doctors, nurses, and administrative 
personnel will be sent to the event. Final 
tryout dates for selection of teams in 
each sport are established and the Secre­
tary’s office sends detailed instructions to 
the chairman of each games committee 
and, as soon as they are chosen, to each 
coach and each manager. These instruc­
tions concern information blanks neces­
sary to provide needed data on athletes 
and others; measurement blanks for uni­
forms; passports, visas, health certifi­
cates, photographs, vaccination certifi­
cates, etc.

The Buenos Aires and Oslo expedi­
tions presented no unusual problems but 
the Helsinki operation developed diffi­
culties, some of our own making, which 
proved very difficult indeed to overcome.

This was especially true with regard to

meeting deadlines for the Fling of our 
entries with the Finnish Organizing 
Committee in the various sports.

Twenty-one teams were sent to Hel­
sinki— Basketball, Boxing, Canoeing, 
Cycling, Equestrian, Fencing (women), 
Fencing (m en ), Gymnastics (women), 
Gymnastics (m en ), Modern Pentathlon, 
Rowing, Shooting, Soccer, Swimming 
and Diving (w om en), Swimming and 
Diving (m en ), Track and Field (wom­
e n ), Track and Field (m en ), Water 
Polo, W eightlifting, Wrestling, and 
Yachting.

Dates for the final tryouts for these 
sports had been set well in advance, but 
some were very close to the dates on 
which final entries had to be filed in 
Helsinki. The Secretary’s office was of 
the belief that entries could be cabled in 
at the last moment, as was the case for 
Berlin in 1936 and London in 1948. 
Suddenly and unexpectedly advices were 
received from Finland that no cabled 
entries would be accepted. By that time 
it was impossible to advance the dates 
of tryouts and, because of the lateness 
of some of them, airmailed entries could 
not reach Finland before the final hour. 
The situation was explained to the Fin­
nish Organizing Committee, but the 
answer quite properly was a firm "no 
exceptions” .

All entry blanks had to be attested to 
by an officer of the administrative body 
governing the sport and by the Secretary 
ol the USOC. One entry blank had to 
be filed showing the events in a given 
sport in which we would enter, with a 
second and separate blank naming the 
athletes in each event. And in connec­
tion with three sports, equestrian, yacht­
ing, and swimming, additional blanks 
had to be filed giving horses’ pedigrees, 
boat specifications, and fastest times re­
corded by swimmers.

Since no cabled entries would be ac­
cepted, the entry blanks had to be quick­
ly prepared by the Secretary’s office and 
mailed to all concerned for signatures. 
On return to the Secretary’s office, they 
were airmailed to our liaison man in 
Helsinki, Henry A. Matis, the USOC’s 
attache, with instructions to him to fill 
in the competitors’ names in the proper 
places, on receipt of cables from us 
naming the athletes, and to Fie same 
with the Organizing Committee as soon 
as possible after the arrival o: our 
cables. To facilitate matters at his end, 
the USOC gave Matis an additional ap­
pointment as official press attache on the 
theory that our entries would have news 
value abroad, but more important be­
cause such a designation would gi\e him 
unrestricted access to the cable office in 
Helsinki. To receive our cables without 
any delay, Matis went to the cable office 
at prearranged times, equipped with a 
typewriter and hence ready to take our 
messages hot off the wire. Without this 
arrangement, as it turned out, we could
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not possibly have met our deadlines in 
certain sports— among them rowing, as 
a notable example.

Final tryouts in rowing were held at 
Worcester, Mass., on Saturday, July 5. 
The last race was rowed at approximate­
ly 4 PM, ED T. The deadline for tiling 
our entries in Finland was 12 o'clock 
midnight, July 5. Because of the seven- 
hour time differential between New 
York and Helsinki, the victorious Navy 
eight-oared shell led challenging Prince­
ton across the finish line on Lake Quin- 
sigamond in Worcester only sixty min­
utes before the full names and vital sta­
tistics of the winning boat's occupants 
had to be riled at the headquarters of the 
Finnish Organizing Committee in Hel­
sinki. Here was a real poser, testing 
acidly the effectuality of the system set 
up by the Secretary’s office.

To facilitate matters at the Worcester 
end, Rowing Committee Chairman Tip 
Goes, with characteristic ingenuity and 
efficiency, pressed into service a mobile 
telephone unit which was placed right 
on the finish line. Tom Bolles, manager 
of the rowing team, manned the mobile 
unit. Through the courtesy and fine co­
operation of the Worcester long distance 
telephone operators, Tom was given first 
priority on long line to New York. 
Thus, within a matter of seconds after 
the finish of a race, the results were 
telephoned to the Secretary’s office in 
New York. By arrangement with the 
cable company, messengers worked in 
relays between the Secretariat on 43 rd 
Street and the company’s office on 40th 
Street. The whole plan worked to per­
fection; all rowing entries were sub­
mitted before the closing hour, with 
those for the 8-oared event beating the 
deadline by less than ten minutes.

The lateness of some final tryouts

created additional headaches for the 
Secretary's office because of passport 
problems. Ordinarily it takes from ten 
days to two weeks to obtain a passport 
in routine fashion. A great many ath­
letes gambled on making the team and 
so obtained their passports in advance; 
however, the vast majority waited to 
start applications for passports only after 
they knew they had made the team, 
trusting to luck and a group of hard­
working officials to get them aboard the 
planes possessed of proper credentials. 
In rowing, swimming and diving, and 
in women’s track and field, the period 
in which the job had to be done was re­
duced to a matter of a few days or even 
hours. Again as in 1948 Mrs. Ruth Ship­
ley, Director of Passport Office, United 
States State Department, Washington,
D.C., (the Saints bless h er!) came to 
our rescue and somehow or other got 
the papers through so that no one had 
to be left at home for lack of a passport. 
To the New York office of the Passport 
Division also went the heartfelt thanks 
of the Secretary’s office for helping to 
achieve the impossible at the height of 
the foreign travel season. Even so, there 
were several athletes who had to be 
shifted to space on later planes when 
their passports were delayed because of 
late application.

Long before final tryouts, Transporta­
tion Committee Chairman Jim Simms 
had completed all travel arrangements, 
not only to get the athletes and other 
personnel overseas, but also to bring 
them from the scenes of the trials or 
from their homes to New York City for 
arrival two days before respective team 
departures via Pan American Airways 
on July 7, 8, 9, and 10. Following a 
sound formula, Simms instructed the 
team’s various component groups to re-

Thomas F. Lennon  
Assistant Secretary

port to the Secretary’s office at set times 
for final processing.

A separate folder had been prepared 
tor each athlete and official in which 
was placed all the required data as re­
ceived. The pattern of check marks on 
the face of the folder quickly revealed 
missing data at the time of processing. 
This one had no physical exam report, 
that one no vaccination certificate. Drs. 
Harry McPhee and Richard You with 
Nurse Margaret Small were right there 
to take care of that situation. Another 
one’s passport had not arrived before 
he left home, still another one’s had ex­
pired. The indefatigable Jim Lyon, drip­
ping from every pore, personally met 
those emergencies. Olympic amateur 
oaths were signed and, as each team 
member was completely checked out, 
Chairman Simms, assisted by Fred Ash­
ley and Edward Kenny of the Pan Am ­
erican Airways, handed him his airplane 
ticket with space already assigned.

In productive conference at Annikoti: (I. to r .)  Tom Lennon, 
Henry Mat is, M arion M iller, Ken Burns, Jim  Swart s.

Just another busy day at USOC’s Helsinki office, with Bill Schroe- 
der leading in action.
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Charlie Kunz. assistant to USOC secretary and manager of National Olympic H ead­
quarters, receives Old Glory at team take-off from Mrs. W alker E. Edwards, president 
general of Flag Foundations of A m erica; left and right are Evelyn Kawamoto and Paula 
Jean Alyers of swimming team.

Under the supervision of H. Jamison 
Swarts, chairman of the Supplies and 
Equipment Committee, parade uniforms 
were distributed at the Paramount Hotel 
by Dan Kelleher, manager of the con­
tract department at John Wanamaker, 
which firm made the outfit. Under Jim  
Swarts’ foresighted direction also ath­
letic equipment and medical supplies—  
along with various useful articles for 
athletes and officials which had been 
donated by numerous US business con­
cerns— were concentrated at the Secre­
tary’s office and distributed by Charles 
Kunz ("U ncle Charlie ” to all and sun­
dry), ably assisted by Frank Small, the 
popular cycling afficianado. Each ath­
lete’s and each official’s equipment had 
been placed in a separate box, bearing 
the assignee’s name. Baggage stickers 
and tie-ons were issued— and then all 
that remained was to see that everyone 
was safely ensconced at the Paramount 
Hotel under the benign guardianship of 
that hostelry’s general manager, Charles

L. Ornstein, chairman of the Food and 
Housing Committee, and to hope that 
no one would become lost, strayed, 
stolen, sick, or injured before the sched­
uled time of departure. Messrs. Kunz, 
Simms, Lyon, and Dernell Every de­
livered every athlete, every official, and 
every piece of baggage and equipment, 
including medical supplies, with nary a 
loss of any sort.

For months the office of the Secretary, 
like that of J. Lyman Bingham, the 
U SO C’s executive director, and that of 
Charlie Ornstein, as the responsible par­
ty on feeding and housing plans, had 
been in extended correspondence with 
the Finnish Organizing Committee; 
these exchanges had dealt with detailed 
arrangements for the lodging and feed­
ing of our athletes and official person­
nel, with accrediting of newspaper and 
radio people in numbers within the 
strict limitations set by the Finnish Or­
ganizing Committee, and with countless 
other matters connected with the mass

movement of our large party. Under 
Ornstein’s direction, the Secretary’s off­
ice, on information supplied by Attache 
Matis, blueprinted space being made 
available in the Olympic Village at 
Kapyla for our athletes, at the Nurses’ 
home for our women personnel, and at 
Annikoti for our officials and adminis­
trative staff. Directions were also sent to 
Matis to rent necessary office furniture 
and to arrange for telephones and cleri­
cal help. Thus, before we left home 
shores, arrangements abroad had been 
pretty well completed. O f course, there 
are always bugs in set-ups of this sort 
which must be exterminated by rear­
rangement and revision on arrival at the 
scene of activity; despite the careful ad­
vance planning we had our fair share 
of those at Helsinki, but eventually they 
were done away with, and the operation 
ran smoothly.

The volume of correspondence re­
ceived daily at the Secretary’s office is 
considerable, even in slack times; but as 
any set of games approach, letters arrive 
by the bagful. Many request information 
regarding tickets for travel and accom­
modations at the Games, others offer 
services in many capacities in return for 
travel, housing, and maintenance ex­
penses. Come Olympic time, it would 
seem that every student in America is 
inspired to write a thesis on the Olympic 
Games, their origin and complete his­
tory. W ill the Secretary’s office please 
supply detailed background informa­
tion ? Chairmen of committees, coaches, 
managers, athletes, and others write of 
numerous problems. Newspapers, maga­
zines and other periodic publications de­
sire information. Radio and television 
stations want personal appearances. Song 
writers present sure-fire inspirational hits 
for only a slight royalty on sales, USOC 
to do the financing. Guaranteed-not-to- 
fail (for the promoter) fund-raising 
schemes must be turned down to the 
dismay and indignation of the origina­
tors. Programs for final tryouts must be 
prepared and shipped to the sites. Mim­
eographed material by the ream is pro­
cessed and mailed. Telephones ring con­
stantly. But all these things must be 
handled courteously and conscientiously, 
for these people, the vast majority, are 
our friends and are trying to help us; 
but it takes hours and hours of time and 
effort.

At Helsinki the administrative staff 
members quickly assumed their pre­
assigned responsibilities and, from then 
on until the last of the official party were 
safely on the way home, the general 
office at Annikoti operated virtually 
around the clock.

Almost the first order of business was 
the distribution of identity cards. These 
had been prepared in the Secretary's off­
ice before departure and identified the 
holders as citizens and representatives of 
the U S; they also gave the holder s oc­
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cupation and official capacity at the 
Games. Each card carried the photo­
graph of the person to whom it was 
issued, and, if approved was officially 
stamped by the Organizing Committee. 
The holder then had special privileges 
for local transportation and for entrance 
to Olympic sites, stadia, and other re­
stricted areas.

Also, before the team’s departure the 
Secretary’s office had arranged through 
Attache Matis to provide each team with 
an interpreter-guide. Thirty-one Ameri­
can-born young men of impeccable man­
ners and courtesy, who read and spoke 
the Finnish language fluently and who 
were stationed in Finland as Mormon 
Missionaries, volunteered for this work. 
They were promptly assigned and were 
constantly available at all hours of the 
day and night. M atis’ young sons, Jim ­
mie and Bruce, 8 and 10 jears of age, 
were pressed into service as guide-inter- 
preters for our administrative staff. Mrs. 
Mae Matis acted as shopping guide for 
both our men and women folk.

Too much cannot be said in praise of 
the invaluable assistance given to us by 
the Missionaries. They accompanied our 
teams to early and late practice sessions 
and to the sites o f competition. Type­
writers being scarce and almost impos­
sible to buy or rent, they loaned us 
theirs. They cheerfully moved furniture, 
laid linoleum, ran errands, and with en­
thusiasm did everything asked of them. 
Some 20,000 picture postcards, showing 
the US team entering the Olympic Stad­
ium for the Opening Ceremony, were 
mailed from Finland to donors to the 
Olympic fund. From seven to fifteen of 
these boys were busy for days assisting 
Lyman Bingham in this job. An appro­
priate letter of appreciation was sent by 
the USOC to Matis and, through him, 
to these young men; the text of that 
letter, containing the names of all of the 
Missionaries, appears elsewhere in this 
volume. As a further token of apprecia­
tion, the USOC gave a dinner in Hel­
sinki in honor of Attache Matis, and 
presented him with a suitably inscribed 
silver tray.

Grateful mention should be made of 
the wonderful treatment accorded the 
US party by the Finnish Organizing 
Committee and by the Finnish people in 
general. Never at any time was the 
slightest reasonable request denied by 
the Organizing Committee. No time or 
effort was ever spared to provide help­
ful assistance. Everyone in Finland was 
vitally interested in the Olympic Games. 
It was a matter of national honor that 
all citizens do everything to assure, in­
sofar as humanly possible, the comfort 
and convenience of the nation’s guests. 
Even the little children, shiningly clean 
and beautifully well mannered and ever 
smiling, had been taught to click heels 
and bow or curtesy to those addressing 
them.

A final word on tryouts is imperative. 
The lateness of the selections for H el­
sinki caused trouble in five different 
sports, over and above the rowing crisis 
described already. Yachting, weightlift­
ing, fencing, swimming, and women’s 
track and field were the areas in which 
difficulties developed. There were lack 
of specifications, entries totaling more 
than the limited number, technicalities 
regarding team entries, improper filing 
of optional dive data, and faulty trans­
mission of cablegrams. Had final tryouts 
been conducted at reasonable lengths of 
time in advance of the various entry 
closing dates, there would have been 
ample opportunity to adjust deficiencies 
before the deadlines. As it was, our en­
tries in the five sports enumerated were 
actually refused by the Finnish Organ­
izing Committee. It took five days of all- 
out effort to put straight the matters 
which had gone awry and to gain accep­
tance of all US entries. Had the Finns 
elected to do so, four of the teams—  
yachting, weightlifting, swimming, and 
women’s track and field —  though al­
ready in Helsinki, could have been 
barred from competition on technicali­
ties.

As was also the case four years ago, 
your Secretary again this time owes a 
gargantuan debt of sincere gesture to 
numerous of his co-workers. This was 
especially true in connection with the 
Helsinki trip, from which the Secretary 
was obliged to make an eleventh hour 
withdrawal because of heavy press of his 
own breadwinning activities. There was 
accorded a remarkably high average of 
cooperation by members of the US 
Olympic organization all along the line, 
but there were more than a few cases of 
outstanding service which warrant spec­
ial mention.

Topmost accolade goes to Tom Len- 
non, assistant secretary of the ’52 Com­
mittee just as he was of the predecessor 
’48 group; without his generous contri­

bution of time, energy, inspiration, and 
gray matter the Secretary’s office would 
not have been able to function. Charlie 
Kunz, national office manager and gen­
eral assistant to the Secretary, was char­
acteristically helpful; his usefulness to 
the organization extends reguiariy over 
the entire 3 6 5 (6 )  days of the year. 
Dorothy E. Cooke was of inestimable 
worth in her role as secretary-stenogra- 
pher at the New York office. W eek after 
week Terry McGovern, the Olympic or­
ganization’s respected legal advisor, 
proved to be for the Secretary a needed 
guide, a cogent counselor, and a close 
friend. All of the special committee 
chairmen were constantly lending one or 
both hands; this was particularly so in 
the cases of Jim  Swarts, talented ward­
robe master, Jim Simms, expert in tour­
ism, and Charlie Ornstein, favorite 
provider alike of gourmet and of gour­
mand. Even as did the Secretary’s fellow 
officers, so did Executive Director Bing­
ham render high-grade cooperation out 
of the Chicago office. Special and able 
assistance in the preparation of this book 
was received from Mary Louise Anglin 
and Peter A. GaBauer.

All of these persons are accorded in 
gratitude the Secretarial salute. And sin­
cere thanks go wherever else they are 
due.

*  *  *

Recommendations are the accepted 
means of concluding any review such as 
this. Accordingly, the following sug­
gestions are hopefully offered: ( 1 )  Let 
there be enforcement of the rule barring 
final tryouts from the ten-day period 
immediately preceding team departure;
( 2 )  Let the services of the U SO A ’s na­
tional headquarters be broadened 
through the location there of the Execu­
tive Director, charged with responsibility 
for the coordination of all US Olympic 
activities and functions; (3 )  Let the 
U SO A ’s Olympiad-round fund-raising 
process become a reality.

6 us Kirby, President Emeritus, leads US group in march to flag-raising cerem ony at 
Kapyla near gateway to H elsinki’s Olympic Village.
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER

The books of the 1952 United States 
Olympic Committee were dosed on 
March 31, 1953. The receipts and dis­
bursements of this Committee during 
its four year life are set forth in detail 
in the tables which appear on pages 414 
et seq. These books have been audited 
annually by P. L. Crawford & Co., Chi­
cago, Illinois, certified public account­
ants, and all component figures have 
been certified by the auditors.

The Pan American Games figures 
show that receipts earmarked for Spe­
cific Games Committees amounted to 
$5 9 ,2 6 3 .6 7 , while the expenditures 
amounted to $142 ,043 .77 ; a difference 
of $82,780.10. Fortunately receipts for 
the General Fund amounted to $92 ,- 
771.68, and so funds were available to 
pay all expenses directly chargeable to 
the Pan American Games and leave 
$862.81 to turn back to the United 
States Olympic Association. However, 
the Pan American receipts were not suf­
ficient to pay the general overhead and 
other expenses or preparation. Those in­
cidental but very necessary expenses had 
to be charged to the U nited States 
Olympic Committee. It is to be hoped 
that the Games Committees to be ap­
pointed for the 195 5 Pan Am erican 
competitions in Mexico City will be able 
to organize early enough so that they can 
make a creditable showing in the next 
Pan American Games fund-raising cam- 
paign.

No rent was paid for office space of 
President Brundage or Executive Direc­
tor Bingham. Space for both offices in

By Owen V. Van Camp

the LaSalle Hotel, Chicago, was contrib­
uted by Mr. Brundage. Office space used 
by Vice-President W ilson and by Treas­
urer Van Camp was contributed to the 
United States Olympic Committee and 
the United States Olympic Association. 
The only bills tor rent received and 
paid were those for the modest cost of 
the national Olympic headquarters in 
the Biltmore Hotel, New York, which 
serves also as the office of the Secretary.

Prior to March 31, 1953, the Treas­
urer received $ 5 7 8 .6 4  for the 1956 
Olympic Games, and that amount has 
been used to continue the Committee ac­
count in the La Salle National Bank, 
Chicago, Illinois, after April 1, 1953, 
following the transfer of the Commit­
tee’s surplus funds for the 1952 Games 
to the Association.

Surplus funds ot the Association are 
now largely invested in United States 
Treasury 91 -day Bills pending the adop­
tion of a definite investment program. 
$25,000.00 of United States Govern­
ment Savings Bonds, Series " F ”, due 
May 1, 1953, were received from for­
mer Treasurer Kirby in 1945, and Series 
" F ” Bonds aggregating $41 ,000 .00 , due 
October 1, 1954, were received from the 
NCAA in 1945. The former were re­
deemed at maturity and the proceeds re­
invested in Treasury Bills. The latter 
will not mature until next year.

Treasurer Kirby turned over several 
Savings Bank Accounts in New York 
City banks which have been retained 
and, after the interest rates were in­
creased to 21/2%  last year, the balances

were increased to $7 ,500 .00  in each ac­
count. Changes in the investment of sur­
plus funds have been made with the 
approval of USOA Trustees Donognue, 
Lennon, and McCormick. Details ap­
pear in the Balance Sheets and Receipts 
and Disbursements statements prepared 
by P. L. Crawford & Co. and exhibited 
elsewhere in this report. The originals 
are on file in the office of the Secretary.

I did not attend the Pan American 
Games in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in 
1951, nor the Olympic W inter Games 
in Oslo, Norway, in 1952, and so have 
no comments to make on those events. 
Executive Director Bingham acted as 
Assistant Treasurer in Buenos Aires and 
Oslo and he looked after all financial 
matters. I hereby extend my sincere 
thanks to him for a good job well done.

Questions have sometimes been asked 
about the cost of operating the United 
States Olympic Association and United 
States Olympic Committee for a period 
of four years. In order to answer those 
questions, I have asked the Auditor to 
show the ratio o f the various m ajor 
items of income and expense to the 
budget adopted when the Committee 
was organized and to the total income 
received by the Committee. In my opin­
ion, the results achieved do not call for 
any apologies, regardless of which set ot 
figures is used, when consideration is 
given to the fact that most of the work 
has been done by volunteers. However, 
I am sure that improvement would be 
shown on the 1952 percentages if more 
of the detail could be transferred from 
the offices of the President, the Vice- 
President, the Secretary, and the Treas­
urer to the office of the Executive Direc-

Treasurer Van Camp (right foreground) discusses fiscal problem s u ith  President Brundage and other Olympic
Committee officials.
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President Avery Brundage, of USOC, with 
Counselor Terry M cG overn as they wait 
to see what is what in H elsinki.

tor. His staff should be increased and 
rules should be adopted by the Associa­
tion and Committee calling for closer 
cooperation with him on the part of all 
Games Committees and other Commit­
tees having special duties to perform. 
His office should serve as a clearing 
house for information between all com­
mittees, the elected officers, and others.

The outstanding experience of the 
past four years was the trip to Helsinki 
and the memories of five weeks spent in 
Finland. The opportunity to live with 
the athletes of the W orld at the Olym­
pic Village and to spend time in the 
offices assigned to the United States 
team in the Village, working harder 
than I ever do in my regular vocation 
and enjoying it, will never be forgotten. 
The representatives of the Organizing 
Committee, the Helsinki Bankers, and 
others with whom I came in contact, 
were most cooperative and they always 
seemed to be able to find a way to make 
things easier for many of us when a 
problem developed.

Ralph H. Young, athletic director of 
Michigan State College, and Chairman 
of the NCAA Olympic Finance Com­
mittee, served as Assistant Treasurer at 
Helsinki. Besides taking over his share 
of the work of the Treasurer’s office, he 
also accepted the duties of handling the 
contributions for the Finnish Scholarship 
Fund, proposed by Horace Ashenfelter 
and the Men's Track & Field Team; a 
more detailed account o f that project 
appears elsewhere in the Quadrennial 
Report. I don’t know what I would have 
done without his valuable assistance and 
thank him for it.

Another able and willing helper in 
solving financial problems was Henry
A. Matis, our most capable Attache, 
who merits special commendation. He­
al ways seemed to come up with the right 
answer when a problem developed. My 
thanks, too, to Assistant Secretary Len- 
non and the Secretary’s assistant, Charles
E. J. Kunz, to President Brundage, Vice- 
President Wilson and to Executive D i­
rector Bingham, as well as to Secretary 
Bushnell who was unable to go to 
Helsinki.

The financial report wouldn’t be com­
plete without reference to the efforts 
of the various fund-raising committees 
working all over the country. To Bob 
Hope and Bing Crosby, who sponsored 
the Telethon from California, and to 
the officers and staff of the California 
Bank in Los Angeles, who handled all 
o f the details of collecting and account­
ing for the contributions received as a 
result of the Telethon, go special words 
of appreciation. Thanks also to the 
AAU Olympic Finance Committee, 
headed by former Olympic President 
Gustavus Town K irby; to the NCAA 
Olympic Finance Committee and Ralph 
H. Young, its chairman; to the Los An­
geles Committee and W . R. "B ill” 
Schroeder, its chairman; to the Ameri­
can Business Division and its chairman, 
John L. Collyer; to the New York City 
Committee and Harry Henshel and 
Lazarus Joseph, co-chairmen; and to the 
group which adopted the name "Sports­
men of America for the US Olympic 
Team”, headed by Bill Corum, H. Peter 
Kriendler, Ted Husing and Francis T. 
Hunter as co-chairmen; also all of the 
other committees listed on the following 
pages. Many of the games committees 
did a grand job of fund-raising. Thanks 
to them, too! The results of their efforts 
are shown in the financial reports.

Representatives of 
the various branches 
of the Armed Ser­
vices went out of 
their way to cooper­
ate with the United 
States Olympic Com- 
mitte for the 1952 
Games— not only in 
financial matters but 
in other ways as well, 
such as transporting 
a th le te s  s e le c te d  
from the Armed Ser­
vices who qualified 
fo r  v a r io u s  team s, 
conducting various 
types of tryouts, etc.
P robably the out­
s ta n d in g  a c h ie v e ­
ment was the raising 
of $36 ,611 .64  by the 
Eighth Army in K o­
rea. A check for that 
am o u n t a rr iv e d  at

my office a few days before I returned 
from Helsinki. I learned later that the 
boys in Korea not only helped out the 
United States team financially but also 
raised more than $17,000.00 towards 
the expenses of the team which repre­
sented Korea at the Helsinki Games.

I am not forgetting our Counselor, 
John T. McGovern, who not only coop­
erated fully at Helsinki but has always 
been generous with his counsel, advice, 
and help for many years.

In closing, I should like to quote the 
following from Secretary Bushnell’s re­
port in 1948: "The Secretaryship was a 
liberal education— even to one who has 
been working next door to Bedlam for 
o v er e le v e n  y e a rs . T h e  in c u m b e n t 
wouldn’t have missed the experience 
'for the world’ (pre-inflationary evalua­
tion). But he is inclined to feel that the 
experience should never happen to the 
same person more than once. As a mat­
ter of fact, it is his opinion that a volun­
teer official should never again be asked 
to assume the duties of the Secretary’s 
office as they were defined in 1948 and 
previous years; the demands are just too 
great to be met by anyone who has to 
work for a living in another full-time 
jo b .’’

After serving as Treasurer for the 
past seven years and attending the W in ­
ter and Summer Games in 1948 and the 
Summer Games in 1952. I think I can 
speak with authority when I echo those 
sentiments. A step in the right direction 
was taken when an Executive Director 
was elected. I hope in the future most of 
the duties previously performed by the 
officers wili be channeled through the 
office of the Executive Director.

(For the detailed financial statements 
which accompany the Treasurer’s Report, 
turn to page 4 1 4 ; lists of Olympic Fund 
donors follow on subsequent pages.)

Camp, in foreground, reacts favorably to re-T  reasurer Van
port offered by his assistant, Ralph Y ou n g, as Asst. Secy. Tom  
Lennon looks on.
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REPORT OF THE COUNSELOR

Every group of men, who dedicate 
their services without remuneration to 
some worthy cause, are faced each suc­
ceeding year with increasing complexi­
ties, frustrations, and disputes.

Consequently, your Counselor could 
not possibly have dealt with the variety 
and quantity of situations requiring 
legal services and advice since 1948, 
were it not for the aid and comfort he 
rece iv ed  fro m  h is  a s s o c ia te s  w ell 
grounded in the law and ready to work 
immediately on notice of any situation 
requiring legal counsel or service. This 
cooperation from the two Nestorians of 
the Olympian Bar, Honorable Jeremiah 
T. Mahoney and Gustavus T. Kirby, 
Esq., was constantly available in New 
York and at Helsinki. On questions of 
fair business practices, name, insignia, 
and advertising matter, there were those 
two cooperative Detroiters, Arthur M. 
Smith and Richard E. Cross, both tax 
experts. There never were two weeks 
in succession when their services were 
not neccessary. In the Middle W est 
there was Fred L. Steers, who has a 
remarkable talent to frame contract 
provisions and resolutions. And in Cali­
fornia, Pincus Sober, Esq., of M GM  
Corp., who spent considerable time 
there, im plem ented legal sk ill and 
sound business sense into the valuable 
track and held contract.

Due to the above cooperation your 
Counselor can report a more favorable 
situation in respect to hangover claims 
against the Association than during 
1948 and 1949, when we had claims 
asserted aggregating  over $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 . 
W hile your counsel succeeded in having 
these claims finally dismissed without 
payment of anything but a few hundred

By Jo h n  T. M cGovern

dollars nuisance costs, it is much more 
satisfactory to be able to report, as at 
present, that your counsel knows of no 
existing legal claims against us arising 
from our 1952 Games activities.

Most of the chairmen of the commit­
tees used our official form of contract 
and consulted with the Counselor before 
execution of contracts. Chairman Grn- 
stein (fo o d ), Chairman Swarts (sup­
plies and equipment), Chairman Simms 
(transportation), Chairman Goes (row ­
in g), and Chairman Hobson (basket­
ball) had dealings in contracts involv­
ing property and Olympic Games gen­
erally. By informing the Counselor in 
advance they enabled him to secure ex­
emptions from taxes which would have 
had to be pa:J had there been delay or 
neglect. Cl .urman Swarts, through one 
timely letter to your Counselor, saved 
us nearly $1,000 in taxes on uniforms 
which would otherwise have been im­
posed.

The above portion of the repoC is 
made emphatic to note the compulsk-n 
that is upon the chairmen of committees 
to keep the Secretary, Executive Direc­
tor, and Counselor informed in respect 
of proposed contract negotiations. It 
may be advisable to strengthen our rules 
in this respect.

The most serious situation that devel­
oped after the 1948 Games concerned 
the peril to our rights to protect our 
name and insignia which was the result 
of a campaign by Government to cancel 
reg istrat!on rights where the words 
United States and the shield resembling 
the United States coat of arms are dis­
played. That campaign still continues. 
The result o f that Government action 
left us only the exclusive projection of 

the five circles. W e 
lost most of our 
rights wherever the 
offense complained 
o f  e x is te d  f n o r  
thereto.

This imposed up­
on your Counselor 
the task to begin 
work to secure a 
Federal incorpora­
tion of the Associa­
tion No other step 
co u ld  so lv e  our 
problem. In this 
em erg en cy  your 
Counselor first es­
tablished contact at 
Washington with a 
distinguished mem­
ber of the House 
of Representatives, 
H on . R a lp h  A.

Terry M cG overn  ( left) ,  Ju d ge, Counselor, and Advocate for all 
US Olympians, has Helsinki m eeting with old friend, Rl. Ilon. 
Philip J. N oel-Baker, M.P., Commandant of British Olympic team.

John T. M cG overn

Gamble, Princeton graduate and former 
ICAAAA champion broad jumper, who 
immediately took a personal interest and 
turned over the resources of his office 
to our campaign. Your Counselor also 
retained the services of an expert, Capt. 
W illiam L. Rothenberg, who knew his 
way about in Washington and had 
established a friendly and sympathetic 
contact with the Clerk of Congress. 
W ith the help of these three gentlemen 
your Counselor was able to draft a com­
prehensive bill providing for the com­
plete and exclusive control over our 
name, the word Olympic, the shield, the 
c ir c le s , and the L a tin  s u b s c r ip tiv e  
phrase.

At this point we were fortunate to 
have the influence and cooperation of 
Judge Mahoney who secured the sup­
port of Senator Lehman of New York 
and Congressman Lynch of New York 
City. Your Counselor had had previous 
contacts toward social betterment with 
Senator Ives of New York, who imme­
diately began to support us. W e thus 
had Senators and Congressmen from 
both parties to sponsor the bill prepared 
by your Counselor. This support re­
sulted in a hearing before the ludiciary 
Committee. Secretaries of social service 
organizations are the important, official 
sources of information under the law, 
and our Secretary, Asa Bushnell, was in­
terrogated at great length by the mem­
bers of the ludiciary Committee and 
responded with his usual clarity of ex­
pression and accurate memory for the 
activities of the Association. He made 
a decidedly favorable impression. W e 
were, however, told that only a few 
thousands of these applications were 
granted, and we were not at all certain 
that we would succeed However, we 
were agreeably surprised when we 
lea-ned that the Tudiciary Committee 
had unanimously favored our applica­
tion which was followed by the unani­
mous passage in both houses of the bill

38



Charlie Ornstein, food and housing chairman, solves knotty prob­
lem at Helsinki HQ. Counselor M cG overn helps.

in all respects as prepared. It was imme­
diately signed by the President.

Prior to the vote, Lyman Bingham, 
the Executive Director, had done a note­
worthy service by the preparation of a 
brochure clearly setting up our aims and 
activities, and this he sent with original 
letters to every Senator and member of 
the House of Representatives, and car­
ried on persuasive correspondence with 
those who needed indoctrination. This 
prompt and important service brought 
support to us from many who were not 
clear upon our nature and our purposes.

Since the passage of the act of incor­
poration, on September 21, 1950, the 
legal position of our insignia rights is 
divided into two categories— those be­
fore and those after the enactment. As 
to usages before, our rights are not par­
ticularly strong, although we resist to 
the utmost any invasion of our moral 
rights because realistically the right is 
on our side. Sometimes we have to 
abandon opposition in cases where the 
user is of long standing; but rarely.

However, we have absolute authority 
to stop interference and use begun since 
the passage of the Act, and we have the 
advantage of a provision which your 
Counselor inserted into the bill (and 
which he never expected to ge") m ak­
ing atiy invasion against our exclusive 
con trol a m isdem eanor pu nishable by 
both fine and im prisonm ent. The com­
mercially inclined boys abandon their 
advertisements with surprising expedi­
tion when this section is called to their 
attention.

But we have on e  very serious attack 
which we have been facing for more 
than a year and which has finally gone 
into the Courts in California. Two 
organizations there have attempted to 
organize and carry on activities using 
the word Olympiad in their titles. These 
are organizations proposing to hold 
music exhibitions and competitions here

and ab ro ad  d e s ­
c r ib e d  as M u sic  
O ly m p ia d s . T h e  
first of these, which 
was not incorporat­
ed, gave up after 
we had retained 
special expert coun­
sel in California. Its 
proposal was dis­
missed and it dis­
solved its organiza­
tion.

The second or­
ganization persists 
and is a real men­
ace. It organized it­
self into an inter­
n a t io n a l corpora­
tion, secured a State 
charter, and stub­

bornly maintains that neither the Inter­
national Olympic Committee nor the 
United States Olympic Association has 
any jurisdiction over its activities. It 
claims all international and domestic 
legislation and rules are unconstitutional 
— including our Act of Congress.

This menace had to be met head on 
and your Counselor took the responsi­
bility to advise that we become the 
aggressor. Our Detroit friends author­
ized Mr. Smith (the distinguished ex­
pert attorney in these matters) to nom­
inate an associate in California. He wai 
retained and succeeded to dismiss the 
first case. His bill for services amount­
ing to $ 1 5 0 0  has been paid by the 
Detroit group. The entire battle cost us 
nothing excepting the disbursements of 
your Counselor which have been nomi­
nal.

This same California counsel has 
been retained again to begin a suit in 
California for an injunction against this 
determined organization which seeks to 
deprive us of all control over our name 
and insignia and the words Olympic 
and O lym piad. Y our C ounselor has 
sworn to the most excellently prepared 
petition prepared by California Counsel, 
and has also prepared and sworn to the 
historical facts and legal procedures of 
our Association. The petition has been 
served on the offending parties and 
there will be a preliminary hearing long 
before this report is in your hands. 
(Since the composition of the above 
California litigation narrative, the Court 
hearing upon our application for an in­
junction against the offenders has been 
held and the Court has issued an injunc­
tion which will stand until further ac­
tion of the Court if the offenders decide 
to continue the litigation. In the mean­
tim e this in ju n ctio n  w ill serve as a 
warning against all who may plan to 
offend.)

Numerous provisions in our Constitu­
tion and By-laws need amendment. The

provisions concerning the authorities of 
all the officers save the President need 
exam ination  and m odification. Y our 
Counselor has already prepared and sent 
to your Treasurer proposals to clarify 
and make more workable the duties of 
his office and of his relations with the 
Trustees. The duties of other officers 
need review and clarification, as well as 
those of the Executive Director (or 
whatever title might be substituted). 
The most important officer next to the 
President (by government requirement) 
is the Secretary who must remain the 
custodian of all important documents, 
keep the minutes up to date and at a 
place legally designated, and be able to 
answer all official inquiries, and without 
delay to execute all returns and reports. 
That is the way it is now; but I believe 
the procedures can be improved to avoid 
duplication of records, and the confu­
sion that arises when important docu­
ments are scattered in various localities. 
In this connection means will need to be 
discovered to bring about a closer super­
vision over chairmen of committees. W e 
have been lucky to date that lack o f cen­
tralized control has not caused any cost­
ly injury.

The above is no criticism of any offi­
cer or chairman. All have accomplished 
a magnificent individual and consoli­
dated result.

W hen the Mayor of the City of New 
York decided to appoint an official New 
York City Committee to arrange a go- 
ing-away parade, reception, and luncheon 
for our 1952 Olympic Team, and to 
drive for funds, your Counselor was 
appointed as attorney for the Mayor’s 
Committee, to advise it on points con­
cerning contributions and exemptions, 
and how to set up a bank account, and 
to receive and disburse in such a manner 
as to avoid liabilities for claims against 
our Association or against members of 
the Mayor’s Committee personally.

A wise provision was made when Col. 
Harry Henshel, a moving spirit of the 
Mayor’s Committee unselfishly under­
took to guard that group against exces­
sive disbursements and to be individu­
ally a check signatory responsible to 
protect our Association against claims 
or deficits.

Col. Henshel performed a most use­
ful service not only to give us protection 
but also to bring into our funds a large 
sum of money.

At Helsinki, in my role as trouble­
shooter and legal protector of the rights 
of our athletes, I was again impressed 
by the skill, diplomacy, and dispatch 
with which N elson  M etca lf and his 
administrative committee from day to 
day handled the countless calls upon 
their patience, good sense, and ingenu­
ity. As a one-man court from which 

( C ontinued on page  54 )
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THE 1952 OLYMPIC FUND CAMPAIGN
R ep o rt o f the E xecu tiv e  D irec to r 

By J .  L ym an  B in gham

The raising of funds is of utmost im­
portance to the US Olympic Association 
program. Adequate financing is essen­
tial to send teams to the Games, but a 
fund-raising campaign is also the best 
way of arousing nationwide enthusiasm 
over the Olympic movement. Most of 
the publicity and advertising which nat­
urally accompany a financial campaign 
would be lacking if the necessity for 
raising funds did not exist. Even the 
smallest contributor likes to feel that 
he has had some part in sending the 
United States Olympic Team to the 
Games; so every citizen should be given 
an opportunity to share in the under­
taking.

The opinion is often expressed that 
the USOA should concentrate on raising 
a large sum of money, the earnings 
from  which would insure adequate 
funds for future O lym pic and Pan 
American representation. On the face of 
it that sounds like a sensible thing to do 
but in the long run it could be very dis­
astrous. There is no royal road to fund 
raising and it is not always pleasant but 
it bears an important relationship to the 
morale of any volunteer organization. 
The enthusiasm of the thousands of vol­
unteers active in Olympic work would 
suffer were it not for the necessity of 
conducting periodical fund-raising cam­
paigns which bind them together in a 
common cause.

The U SO A  C onstitu tion  provides 
that the Executive Director shall organ­
ize and coordinate the fund-raising pro­
grams of the Association under the di­
rection of the officers. The first step was 
to seek the advice of several of the larg­
est fund-raising concerns in New York 
and Chicago and to make an extensive 
survey of all past fund-raising experi­
ences of the USOA. This information 
was assembled and published in a spe­
cial USOA fund-raising pamphlet entit­
led, "H old High the Torch” . Before 
publication the copy was submitted to 
fund-raising experts for criticism but 
none of them found any objection to 
the material. One replied as follows: 
"W e think it is a high compliment to 
you when we are willing to admit that 
your program as outlined in 'Hold High 
the Torch’ is just as good as any which 
might be suggested by a professional 
fund-raising organization.” It should be 
emphasized that the USOA does not 
employ professional fund-raising indi­
viduals or organizations. Unquestiona­
bly a better organized program could be 
had under professional leadership and 
perhaps more money could be raised, 
but a much more expensive program

would result. It is traditional that all of 
the Olympic and Pan American funds 
are raised by volunteers, to the end that 
all of the contributor's dollar goes di­
rectly into the fund and is used only for 
the purpose for which it is intended.

In previous fund-raising campaigns 
the USOA has provided small Olympic 
pins and souvenir stamps for resale to 
the public; also collection cans which 
were mailed to the various committees 
for use at events where the passing of 
such containers is permitted. The sup­
ply of Olympic pins was exhausted in 
the 1948 campaign and the present-day 
cost of producing them is so high that 
it did not seem desirable to continue 
them as a fund-raising item. The Olym­
pic stamps in the past have never fully 
returned their original cost, and so by 
an overwhelm ing vote the O lym pic 
Committee decided to discontinue both 
the pins and the stamps.

As a substitute for these items an 
attractive dual purpose decalcomania of 
the US Olympic shield, 3V2 ky 
inches in size, and made up in the five 
Olympic colors, was prepared and fur­
nished to the fund-raising committees 
at cost. This method prevented them 
from ordering more than their immedi­
ate needs, which reduced the possibility 
of having large quantities of them left 
over with the various committees. The 
decalcomanias were extremely popular 
and during the campaign a total of 
225,000 were distributed by the com­
mittees throughout the United States.

C ollection  containers with narrow 
openings as previously furnished by the 
USOA were abolished as expensive and 
inconvenient to ship, and in their stead 
a 5 by 6 inch sticker bearing the Olym­
pic shield in three colors was furnished 
to th e  co m m itte e s  in any q u a n tity  
desired. The committees placed these 
stickers on containers o f their own 
choice. Present-day giving has passed 
the small-change stage; therefore it was 
recommended that open-top containers 
be used in order to invite larger contri­
butions. The wisdom of this was appar­
ent when currency began to replace the 
sm all silver coins o f previous cam ­
paigns. The stickers were inexpensive 
and about 25,000 were distributed. The 
largest amount reported raised by the 
collection method was Si 1,414.51 col­
lected under the auspices of Stanford 
University at the 1952 Rose Bowl Foot­
ball Game. The second largest amount 
was $4,091.52 collected at the Los An­
geles Coliseum Relays on May 16, 1952.

For events where admissions could

not be charged, such as tag days, ban­
quets, and similar events, a cut-out tag 
of the Olympic shield in color, 2 by 
2 I/2 inches in size, was prepared. Fifty 
thousand of these tags were used by the 
committees.

At the time the USOA applied for a 
federal charter, a pamphlet was pre­
pared for members of Congress entitled, 

Quick Facts about the US Olympic 
A ssociation .” This pam phlet was so 
much in demand that it was revised for 
the Pan American finance campaign and 
further revised for the Olympic fund 
campaign. Individual orders for them 
varied from 200 to as high as 20,000. 
These pamphlets did a great deal to 
acquaint the public with the aims and 
objects of the USOA as well as the 
Olympic movement in general.

U n fortu n ately  the O lym pic fund 
drive does not entice the thousands 
upon thousands of solicitors that make 
charity drives so effective. Consequently 
we must resort largely to mail cam­
paigns in reaching the general public. 
Mail campaigns are regarded as being 
about one-fourth or less effective than 
personal solicitation, but they do pro­
vide a means of reaching a large num­
ber of selected individuals with the 
Olympic story. Although people solic­
ited by letter do not always respond 
immediately to the appeal for funds, a 
survey of the final list o f contributors 
shows that large numbers of them even­
tually contribute to the fund.

Among the many groups which aided 
in the solicitation of funds was the 
"American Business Division of the US 
Olympic Committee.” W e were fortu­
nate in having as chairman of this com­
mittee John L. Collyer, President of the
B. F. Goodrich Company of Akron, 
Ohio. Letters sent out in the name of 
this committee not only brought a good 
return but did a great deal to establish 
confidence in the campaign. In addition 
to Chairman Collyer, the following in-

/. Lyman Bingham
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Olympic circles come to Helsinki.

dividuals were members o f this com m it­
tee: K . S. Adams, W inthrop W . Aid- 
rich, Stanley C. Allyn, D aniel W . Bell, 
Lee H. B risto l, Avery Brundage, M orris 
Cafritz, M . Fred Cartoun, W illiam  L. 
C la y to n , H a rry  D a rb y , D o n a ld  W . 
D ouglas, Jam es A. Farley, General John 
W . Franklin , John Jew ett Garland, A l­
fred C. G ilbert, Bernard F. Gim bel, 
Joseph O . H anson, T . J . Hargrave, Paul 
H. H elm s, J .  L. Holloway, W illiam  F. 
Humphrey, Austin S. Igleheart, H. F. 
Johnson, W illiard  K eith , John B. Kelly, 
Robert W . K endler, W allace O. Lee, 
W . C. M acFarlane, John L. M cCaffrey, 
Charles P. M cCorm ick, M arion L. M ar­
tin, F. C. M atthaei, N athan M. Ohr- 
bach, Gw ilym  A. Price, Ralph T. Reed, 
Captain E. V. Rickenbacker, George F. 
Sm ith, Joseph P. Spang, Jr ., D on Spen­
cer, G ardiner Symonds, Hugh B. Terry, 
L o w ell T h o m a s, Ju a n  T r ip p e , G en e  
Tunney, Thom as J . W atson, Jr ., T h eo ­
dore W eicker, Jr ., Thom as E. W ilson, 
and G eneral Robert E. W ood.

A  considerable amount o f the work 
o f  th e  A m e rica n  B u sin ess  D iv is io n  
Com m ittee was carried on by the D on 
Spencer Company, o f N ew  Y ork City, 
and its employees. T his work consisted 
o f helping to plan and organize the 
cam paign, preparing copy and m ailing 
lists, and handling much o f the m ailing 
operation. T h e  Spencer organization 
m ade no charge for this work nor for 
expenses incurred in connection with 
trips to Chicago and Akron. It also ar­
ranged with Davis, Delaney, Inc., o f 
N ew  Y o rk  to contribute envelopes and 
letterheads; with Lon K eller, the artist, 
to g ive art work; and with Powers E n­
graving to make necessary engravings 
free  o f charge. Hooven Letter Service 
processed many thousands o f letters and 
b illed  the Com mittee at actual cost. This 
contribution o f time, m aterial, and pro­
fessional advice was exceedingly gener­
ous and was an important factor in 
keeping down the cost o f the campaign.

D u rin g  the campaign we were fortu­
n ate  in having the assistance o f a group 
o f  well-know n and influential individu­
als in N ew  Y ork  City who volunteered 
th e ir  serv ices and ca lled  them selves 
'Sportsm en o f America for the United 

S ta te s  O ly m p ic  T e a m .” T h e  m oving 
sp irit o f this organization was H. Peter 
K rien d ler o f the ” 21 C lub” who called 
upon a group o f his friends to help 
s o l ic i t  fu n d s fo r  the O lym p ic  team . 
T h ey  collected many thousands o f dol­
lars at no expense to the U SO A , deriv­
in g  their satisfaction from  having done 
a good jo b  for a worthw hile cause. The 
m em bers o f this fine volunteer organiza­
tion  w ere: B ill Corum, Pete K riendler, 
T ed  Husing, Francis T . Hunter, Co- 
C hairm en; K erm it A xel, Secretary; Carl 
W . Badenhausen, Charles A. Berns, H. 
Jero m e Berns, M alcolm  K . Beyer, C. R.

Black, Jr ., Asa S. Bushnell, Joseph M . 
Byrne, Jr ., Robert K . Christenberry, 
Ken R. Dyke, Henry C. Von Elm , H or­
ace C. Flanigan, W illiam  R. H earst, Jr ., 
Stanley C. H ope, Robert J . K ane, David 
W . K atz, James J .  K errigan, Irwin H. 
Kram er, I. Robert K riendler, M axw ell
A. K riendler, David M arx, Louis M arx, 
Jerom e K . Ohrbach, Edgar T . Rigg, 
W illiam  Seeman, C. R. Sm ith, A lfred 
N . Steele, Sheldon Tannen, and Daniel 
R. Topping. T o  this group o f genuine 
sportsmen go our heartfelt thanks and 
appreciation for a jo b  well done.

D uring the form ative period o f the 
campaign several advertising companies 
when asked for suggestions advised us 
to conduct a nationwide puzzle contest 
as a means o f raising funds. It was 
pointed out that some 16 m illion people 
in the U nited States follow  the hobby of 
solving puzzles. In one type o f contest 
submission o f solutions is accompanied 
by contributions to the organization 
sponsoring the contest, usually with 
very satisfactory results. A very success­
ful contest prom oter, Gordon Gemeroy 
of Seattle, was recommended to us by a 
member o f the Olympic Com mittee, and 
Gem eroy became highly enthusiastic 
over th e  p ro sp ects  o f  such a co n te st 
under Olympic auspices. A fter several 
conferences with Gem eroy at consider­
able financial sacrifice to him, the plan 
was submitted to the Executive Board o f 
the U SO C  for consideration. The Board 
approved the plan, but with the provi­
sion that no funds o f the U SO A  could 
be used to prom ote the contest. Failure 
to raise sufficient funds from  outside 
sources prevented its being put into exe­
cution. However, we are very grateful 
to M r. Gem eroy for the time and money 
which he spent in our behalf.

W h ile  w orking on the contest idea 
we came in contact with the Ruthrauff

and Ryan advertising agency, which has 
offices in Chicago and ten other princi­
pal cities. This company became inter­
ested in our fund-raising efforts and 
promised to do som ething to help. They 
subsequently submitted an idea which 
appealed to us from  the outset. It was 
a suggestion that we send a specially 
printed postcard from  H elsinki to all 
contributors o f one dollar or more when 
such contributions were made as a direct 
result o f the postcard appeal, the card 
to bear an official Olympic com m em ora­
tive stamp and to be autographed by 
several members o f the Olympic team. 
In return for a relatively small fee the 
agency agreed to develop the idea by 
carrying out certain services, which were 
as follow s:

( 1 )  Obtain the maximum amount of 
gratis publication space in newspapers 
and m ag azin es  in w hich C o m m ittee  
messages were to be inserted during a 
p e r io d  to  b e  k n o w n  as " O l y m p i c  
W eek” ;

( 2 )  Prepare and present for approv­
al copy and layouts in an assortm ent of 
s izes w hich  in th e a g e n cy ’s o p in io n  
would be most effective in securing 
donations to the Olympic fund;

( 3 )  Endeavor to secure donations of 
time and work on the part o f typogra­
phers, engravers, and electrotypers, and 
com plete m echanical production work 
o f plates and mats which must be fu r­
nished to publishers o f periodicals;

( 4 )  Endeavor to secure the m axi­
mum amount o f gratis time, "p lu g s” , 
and announcements on m ajor netw ork 
television shows emanating from  N ew  
Y ork , Chicago, and H ollyw ood;

( 5 )  Prepare and present for approv­
al suggested "com m ercials” to be fu r­
nished to the producers o f these m ajor 
television shows;

( 6 )  Prepare slides and announce­
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ments to be furnished to television sta­
tions and endeavor to obtain spot an­
nouncement time gratis;

( 7 )  Endeavor to secure tim e on 
radio stations and networks and prepare 
suggested "commercials” for use on 
radio;

( 8 )  Endeavor to obtain gratis space 
in other types of media, such as car 
cards, and billboard s, provided the 
agency could acquire donations of the 
production material;

( 9 )  Contribute in the various facets 
of advertising ideas for publicity and 
the merchandising of the Olympic ven­
ture;

(1 0 )  Contribute written suggested 
short speeches for use by civic groups, 
fraternal organizations, etc.;

(1 1 )  Furnish such additional serv­
ices as are normally provided by a large 
advertising agency.

This proposal was submitted to the 
Executive Board o f the U SO C  and 
unanimously approved. This arrange­
ment made with Ruthrauff and Ryan 
proved to be highly satisfactory. They 
not only did everything they had prom­
ised to do but much more as the cam­
paign progressed.

The agency prepared six advertising 
layouts varying in size from 2 inches by 
200 lines to a full page and as agreed 
they had them processed for distribution 
to the newspapers and magazines of the 
nation at no cost to the Olympic Com­
mittee. All of this material was pack­
aged in a special kit and mailed to 1600 
newspapers in cities of over 10,000 pop­
ulation with the request that they run 
the advertising either as a donation 
from the paper or solicit advertisers 
who would be willing to sponsor the ad 
as a donation to the Olympic cause. Ap­
propriate material was sent to ninety 
m agazines, and scripts fo r spot an ­
nouncements from a brief statement up 
to one minute were sent to 1600 radio 
stations and 109 television stations. The 
known response to the appeal was im­
mediate and most gratifying. It is possi­
ble that many newspapers, magazines, 
radio and television stations used the 
material without notifying the Olympic 
Committee. If  so we want them to know 
how much we appreciate their coopera­
tion.

The following newspapers and maga­
zines are known to have shared in the 
plan, and we are deeply indebted to 
them for their generous contribution of 
space as well as to those who sponsored 
advertisements as a means of helping 
the O lym pic fu n d : T h e  A m er ican  
Statesman, Austin, T ex.; D aily E nter­
prise, Adirondack, N .Y .; Exam iner En­
terprise, Bartlesville, Okla.; Enquirer 
and N ew s, Battle Creek, M ich.; Bay­
onne Tim es, N .J.; T he G lobe, Boston, 
M ass.; B rattleboro  D aily  R e fo r m e r ,

Vermont; H era/d-C ourier, Bristol, Va.; 
T elegraph , Brownsville, Pa.; Eagle, But­
ler, Pa.; T h e D aily M ail, Charleston, 
W . V a.; Charlotte N ew s, N .C.; Back- 
o f-th e-Y ards Journal, Highland Park 
Nexus, South Side N ew s-C ourier, Leader 
Publications, Lerner Publications in­
cluding Northtoxun Nexus, N orth  Side 
Sunday Star, L incoln -B elm ont Booster, 
Tim es E lom e Nexuspapers, Chicago, 111.; 
Nexus Publications, Cicero, 111.; En­
quirer, Post, Times-Star, Cincinnati, O.; 
Colum bus D isp a tc h , T h e  O h io  S tate  
Nexus, Columbus, O. G azette, Columbus 
Ju n ctio n , la .; T im es -E le ra ld , Nexus, 
Dallas, T ex.; R ocky M ountain N ews, 
Denver, Col.; Observer, Dunkirk, N .Y .; 
T im e s ,  E r ie ,  P a .; M e s s e n g e r ,  F o r t 
D od ge, Iowa; S ta r -1 e leg ra m , P ress, 
Fort W orth, Tex.; R epublican, Geneva, 
111. ;  R e c o r d e r - G a z z e t t e , G r e e n ­
field, Mass.; Hammond Tim es, Ind.; 
Hinsdale D oings, 111.; Citizen-Nexus, 
H ollyw ood, C al.; W ilm in gto n  P ress  
Journal, Huntington Park Bulletin, A u­
to A ircraft Nexus, Huntington Park, 
Cab; Press, Post, C hronicle, Houston, 
Tex.; Tim es, Indianapolis, Ind.; Press- 
Chronicle, Johnson City, Tenn.; T he  
Kansan, Kansas City, K an.; Las Vegas 
Sun, Nevada; Nexus, Exam iner, Senti­
nel, Los Angeles, Cal.; Lowell Sun, 
M a s s .; H e r a ld - T i m e s ,  M a n ito w o c , 
W ise.; Maryville-Alcoa D aily Titties, 
Tenn.; Medford M ercury, Mass.; N ews- 
D ispatch, Michigan City, Ind.; Daily 
N ew s, Middlesboro, K y .; Minneapolis 
Star, M inn.; C om m ercial A ppeal, Press- 
Scimitar, Memphis, Tenn.; Morgantown 
Post, Dominion-Nexus, Morgantown, 
W . V a.; M orristow n D aily  R eco rd ,  
N .J.; Mount Carmel Item , Pa.; South­
ern Illinoisan, Murphysboro, 111.; Nap­
erville Sun, 111.; B eacon  Nexus, New­
burgh, N .Y .; Journal A m erican, M orn­
ing T elegraph , New York City; Queens 
Evening Nexus, Jamaica, N .Y .; Long 
Island Daily A dvocate, N .Y .; Norwalk 
H our, Conn.; T he Oak R idger, Oak 
Ridge, Tenn.; Sunday Eagle, B everage 
R etailer W eekly , B everage Tim es, Hale- 
don R ecord, Totowa Union, Prospect 
Park H erald , W allington R eview , Gar­
field Nexus, Bergen Eagle, Pasaic, N .Y .; 
The Pittsburgh Press, Pa.; the Pottsville 
Journal, Pa.; Daily B reeze, Redondo 
Beach, Cal.; Reno Nexuspapers, Inc., 
Nevada; Rome Sentinel, N .Y .; St. Louis 
G lobe-D em ocrat, D aily R ecord, Post- 
D ispatch, St. Louis, M o.; T he Daily 
Transcript, San Diego, Cab; T he Regis- 
ter-Star-News, Sandusky, Ohio; San 
Pedro Nexus-Pilot, Cal.; Santa Cruz Sen- 
tinel-N ew s, Cab; T he Press Dem ocrat, 
Santa Rosa, Cab; A dirondack Daily En­
terprise, Saranac Lake, N .Y .; Schenec­
tady G azette, N .Y .; D aily Journal o f  
C om m erce, Seattle, W ash.; T he Sem i­
n ole Producer, Okla.; T h e Journal, 
Shreveport, La.; Tulare A dvance-R egis-

t e r ,  C a l . ;  T u p e lo  D a i ly  J o u r n a l ,  
Miss.; Star, F ree Press, Ventura, Cab; 
O bserver Publishing Co., Washington, 
Pa.; Nexus-Sun, Waukegan, lib ; Jou r­
nal-H erald, Waycross, Ga.; the W ichita 
Beacon, Kan.; A dvertising A g e ; A m a­
teur A th lete ; A thletic Jou rn a l; Cherry 
C ircle; C ue; Dun's Reviexu; F ie ld  & 
Stream ; Financial W  orld ; F ortn igh t; 
G olfin g ; M agazine o f  C a liforn ia ; Mc- 
K e e l ’s W e e k ly ; Nexu Y o r k e r ;  P a th ­
f in d e r ;  P r in te r s ’ In k ;  S tr e n g th  an d  
H ealth ; T obacco R ecord ; U nion L eagu e  
Nexus & Evexits; W inged F o o t ; H . L. 
Lindquist Publications— Statnps; C o lli­
er ’s (for Sportsmen of America for the 
US Olympic Team .)

The following business firms contrib­
uted services and material which made 
it possible for us to conduct the adver­
tising and publicity campaign at a mini­
mum expenditure (their combined con­
tributions exceed $12,000 in v a lu e ): 
Schriener-Bennctt, Inc., artwork; Let­
tering, Inc., lettering; Hayes-Lochner, 
Inc., J. M. Bundscho, Inc., typography; 
McGrath & Associates, Revere Photo 
Engraving Co., engravings; Partridge & 
Anderson, electrotypes and mats; Han- 
kle-Pfister Printing Co., printing bro­
chures; Service Bindery Co., Inc., fold­
ing and gathering; The LeMarge Com­
pany, mailing.

Special mention is given to the fo l­
lowing network programs for their co­
operation in the campaign: ABC-Radio, 
Breakfast Club, 304 stations; N B C -T V , 
Zoo Parade, 42 stations; A BC -TV , Su­
per Circus, 50 stations; G riesed ieck  
Brothers Baseball Network-Radio, nine 
baseball games, 90  sta tion s; N B C - 
R adio, N ation al Round R obin G o lf  
Tourney, 280 stations; C BS-TV , Toast 
of The Town, 51 stations.

Tel Ra Productions of Philadelphia 
filmed several of the Olympic tryouts 
for use on their weekly television film 
program, "Telesport Digest” , and for 
this privilege included in the commen­
tary by Harry Wismer an appeal for 
donations to the O lym pic fund by 
means of the postcard plan. Each of 
these broadcasts brought several hun­
dred contributions and requests for the 
postcard from Finland. These programs 
were carried in 29 cities located in 20 
states.

Approximately 300 radio and televi­
sion stations contributed time to the 
campaign, and following are those of 
which we have a definite record: K FH , 
Wichita, Kan.; K LS-TV , Salt Lake City, 
U ta h ; W F A I , F a y e tte v ille , N .C .; 
W JW L , G eorgetow n, D e l.; W R A D , 
R a d fo rd , V ir g in ia ;  K L O U , L ak e  
C harles, L a.; W A T O , O ak R id ge, 
Tenn.; W P IX , New York City; W JW , 
Cleveland, O .; W FA B , Omaha; Bob 
Jones U niversity, G reenville, S .C .; 
W JP F , H e r r in , 111.; W T C N -T V ,
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KSTP-TV, K E Y D , KSTP, W C C O , 
W D G Y , W LO L, W M IN , W TC N , St. 
Paul and Minneapolis, Minn.; KTTV, 
Los Angeles; W CPO , W L W -T , W L W - 
AM, CKRC-TV, W C K Y , Cincinnati, 
O.; KPRC-TV, KPRC, KTRH, KLBS, 
K A T L , K T H T , K X Y Z , K L O H , 
K N U Z , Houston, Tex.; W TVR, Rich­
mond, Va.; W BA P, W BAP-TV, Fort 
W orth, Tex.; W BNS-TV, Columbus, 
O.; W G N -TV , W BK B, W EN R-TV, 
W N B Q , W I N D , W J J D , W E N R , 
W G N , Chicago, 111.

The total contribution of advertising 
space, publicity, radio and television 
time will never be known, but we have 
actual knowledge of the equivalent of 
m ore than $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  donated to us 
through the various media. This amount 
does not include the telethon which is 
described elsewhere in this volume.

The success of the advertising and 
publicity program  would have been 
much greater had it been possible to ob­
tain the support of the Advertising 
Council. This is a voluntary organiza­
tion composed largely of advertisers, 
agencies, and media including maga­
zines, newspapers, radio, and television. 
If the Advertising Council agrees to 
support a program, space and time for it 
are donated by advertisers and media. 
They did not regard the Olympic cam­
paign quota as being sufficiently large

to receive their support. Several of the 
large magazines notified us that they 
had adopted a policy of giving support 
only to projects of the Advertising  
Council.

As fast as contributions were received 
with requests for the postcard from Fin­
land, the names and addresses were 
transferred to address stickers. These 
were taken to Finland to be affixed to 
the cards as it seemed this method  
would save considerable time and labor 
in Helsinki. W e decided to use for the 
postcard a picture of the United States 
team entering the stadium on the open­
ing day of the Games, and to be certain 
that we obtained a good picture we 
arranged with Olympia Kuva, the offi­
cial Olympic photographers, to take pic­
tures from five different locations in the 
stadium. It was our original intention to 
have a half-tone cut made of the picture 
and have it printed on a card, but we 
changed to an actual photograph when 
we learned that Olympia Kuva could 
deliver 20,000 actual picture postcards 
the day following the parade at a price 
only slightly higher than the printed 
job would cost. A special design for the 
address side of the card had been pre­
pared in Chicago and on this we ob­
tained a large number of athlete’s signa­
tures. This side of the card was printed 
as soon as received from the photogra­

pher. Despite a breakdown in the pho­
tograph printing machinery the cards 
were ready lor mailing within two days 
after the opening day of the Games. 
The postal authorities of Helsinki were 
very enthusiastic over the card idea and 
cancelled all the cards on the opening 
day of the Games and then shipped 
them to New York in packages to pro­
tect them from abuse as much as possi­
ble. Additional cards were prepared and 
brought back for those whose names 
and addresses might have gone astray.

All of the stamping and preparation 
for mailing in Finland was handled by 
fifteen Elders of the Latter Day Saint 
Church in Helsinki under the direction 
of Henry A. Matis, our Olympic A t­
tache. No charge was made for any of 
this work, which was but one of the 
many services rendered our group by 
Matis and his associates.

The postcard plan proved so popular 
that it should be repeated in future cam­
paigns. Approximately 27,000 of the 
cards were mailed from Finland, netting 
a substantial financial return. The pub­
licity and public relations value of the 
plan cannot be measured in money. The 
n ew sp ap er ads reach ed  a p o ssib le  
25,000,000 readers and the radio and 
television announcements had a poten­
tial audience of at least 50 ,000,000 peo­
ple. Unquestionably the advertising and 
publicity resulting from the postcard 
campaign played a most important part 
in the ultimate success of the entire 
campaign. Remarks that the Olympic 
campaign was not adequately publicized 
were few and far between.

A feature of the advertising and pub­
licity campaign was the focusing of at­
tention on the week of May 18, which 
was designated as "Olympic W eek". In 
reply to our request to have the Presi­
dent of the United States officially pro­
claim this period as "Olympic W eek", 
we were informed that it would require 
an act of Congress to direct the Presi­
dent to issue such a proclamation. The 
following Resolution was introduced 
for us in the Senate by Senator Everett 
M. Dirkson and in the House by Repre­
sentative Fred Busbey, both of Illinois, 
and it was promptly passed by both 
Houses of Congress without opposition:

JO IN T RESOLUTION
A uthorizing the President of the 

United States to proclaim the seven-day 
period beginning May 18, 1952, as
Olympic Week.

W H E R E A S  the X V th  O ly m p ic  
Games of the modern era will be held 
at H elsinki, Finland, from July 19 
through August 3, 1952; and

W HEREAS these Games will afford 
an opportunity of bringing togetherUS delegation parades in rain at O pening Ceremony in H elsinki Stadium.
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Daily scene at Helsinki, with crowds leaving site of Olympic competitions.

young men and young women, repre­
senting more than seventy nations, of 
many races, creeds, and stations in life 
and possessing various habits and cus­
toms, all bound by the universal appeal 
of friendly athletic competition, gov­
erned by rules of sportsmanship dedi­
cated to the principle that the important 
thing is for each and every participant 
to do his very best to win in a manner 
that will reflect credit upon himself or 
herself, and the country represented; 
and

W H EREA S the peoples of the world 
in these trying times require above all 
else occasions for friendship and under­
standing, and among the most telling 
things which influence the opinions of 
people of other countries are the acts of 
individuals and not those of govern­
ments; and

W H EREA S experiences afforded by 
the Olympic Games make a unique con­
tribution to common understanding and 
mutual respect among all peoples; and

W H EREA S previous Olympic Games 
have proved that competitors and spec­
tators alike have been imbued with the 
Olympic ideals of friendship, chivalry, 
and comradeship and impressed with 
the fact that accomplishment is reward 
in itself; and

W H EREA S the United States Olym­
pic Association, in accordance with the 
provisions of its Federal charter, is pres­
ently engaged in selecting individuals 
and teams to represent the United States 
in the Games at Helsinki and making 
arrangem ents fo r their equipm ent,

transportation, feeding, housing, and 
competition; and

W H EREA S the United States Olym­
pic Association, an organization not for 
pecuniary profit or gain, its activities 
being wholly supported by the public, 
is now making an appeal for the sum of 
$850,000, necessary to equip, transport, 
feed, house and present in competition 
over four hundred am ateur athletes 
from all classes of our society and all 
parts of our country to represent the 
U nited States in the 1952  O lym pic 
Games: Therefore be it

R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  S E N A T E  
A N D  H O U SE  O F  R E P R E S E N T A ­
T IV E S O F TH E U N ITE D  STA TES 
O F AM ERICA IN  CON GRESS AS­
SEM BLED , That the President of the 
United States is authorized and re­
quested to issue a proclamation desig­
nating the seven-day period beginning 
May 18, 1952, as Olympic W eek and 
urging all citizens of our country to 
contribute as generously as possible to 
insure that the United States will be 
fully and adequately represented in the 
X V th  Olympic Games.

 ̂  ̂ ^

At the request of Harry Henshel, co- 
chairman of the New York City Olym­
pic Committee, Governor Thomas E. 
Dewey issued a New York. State procla­
mation for "Olympic W eek.’’ W ith 
Governor Dewey’s permission a facsi­
mile was made of the resolution and 
sent to all of the Governors in the 
United States with the request that they 
issu e  s im ila r  p r o c la m a tio n s . T h e

response was very gratifying, and we 
were advised that proclamations were 
issued by the Governors of the follow­
ing states: Arkansas, California, Con­
necticut, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Kan­
sas, Maryland, Massachusetts, Nebraska, 
Nevada, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Da­
kota, Washington, and the Territory of 
Hawaii. To each of the Governors who 
cooperated in this enterprise we extend 
our heartfelt thanks.

An unsolicited letter was received 
from W illiam L. Roberts, president of 
the Binghamton, N .Y ., Chapter of the 
Junior Association of Commerce, offer­
ing the assistance of his organization in 
the fund campaign. W ith Mr. Roberts’ 
permission his letter was reproduced 
and in cooperation with the headquar­
ters of the National Junior Association 
of Commerce at Tulsa, Okla., it was 
mailed with other pertinent information 
to the 2,200 Junior Chambers of Com­
merce throughout the country. The re­
turns were disappointing but to those 
who did cooperate we extend our thanks 
and appreciation.

Similar appeals were sent to the pri­
vate golf clubs throughout the nation 
and several of them responded by con­
ducting special tournaments as Olympic 
fund benefits. To these clubs, and also 
to the many service clubs— Lions, Ki- 
wanis, Rotary, etc.— which helped with I
the campaign, we are very grateful.

Another feature of the campaign was 
the cooperation of the managements of 
various college football bowl games on 
New Y ear’s Day 1952. The Sugar Bowl 
Committee of New Orleans adopted the 
Olympic Games as the theme for its 
pageantry and invited the Executive D i­
rector of the USOC to New Orleans to 
take part in it. The "Sugarettes”, New 
Orleans high school girls, had a very 
unique drill depicting the various Olym­
pic events in track and field. As this was 
televised a large number of people were 
privileged to witness it. The Rose Bov/1 
Committee at Pasadena, Cal., the Cotton 
Bowl Committee at Dallas, Tex., and 
the Orange Bowl Committee at Miami,
F la ., a ll cooperated in the O lym pic 
drive and were responsible for the addi­
tion of several thousands of dollars to 
the fund.

Cooperation of the Armed Forces in 
the fund cam paign was outstanding.
They used the decalcomanias to advan­
tage and conducted many special Olym­
pic fund raising events. The E ighth  
Army in Korea contributed the amazing 
sum of $36,611.64. W e are especially 
indebted to Lt. Colonel Donald F. Hull, 
Assistant Chief Special Services Divi­
sion, Department of the Army; Major 
Don A. Rossi, Chief, Sports Section, 
Department of the Air Force; and Lt.
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Commander J. P. Gutting, Head, Recre­
ation and Physical Fitness Branch, D e­
partment of the Navy, for their splen­
did cooperation.

As in former campaigns a large num­
ber of city fund-raising committees were 
organized, and they all did excellent 
work. To each and every one of them 
we extend our sincere thanks. The 
Southern California Committee did such 
an outstanding job as to deserve special 
mention. Members of the Committee 
were: W . R. "B ill"  Schroeder, Helms 
Athletic Foundation, Chairman; Ned 
C ronin , Los A ngeles D a ily  N e iv s ;  
George T . Davis, Los Angeles H erald- 
E x p r e s s ;  Rube Sam uelsen, Pasadena 
Star-N ew s; A1 Santoro, Los Angeles 
E xam iner; Sid Ziff, Los Angeles M irror; 
Paul Zimmerman, Los Angeles T im es; 
Paul H. Helms, Helms Athletic Foun­
dation; and Herbert D. Ivey, Citizens- 
N atio n al Tru st and Savings Bank, 
Treasurer. This committee collected the 
magnificent total of $73,035.12, exclu­
sive o f m ore than $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 . derived 
from the track and field tryouts and 
additional money collected through the 
telethon. From this total only $158.74 
was deducted for expenses. Additional 
expenses of approximately $1,250. were 
donated by Mr. Helms, and the Helms 
Athletic Foundation staff contributed 
more than 1,400 hours of labor to the 
work o f the com m ittee. Chairm an 
Schroeder personally assumed expenses 
o f  a sizeable sum which were not 
charged to the committee.

The largest single donation to the 
Southern California Olympic Fund was 
that made through R adio Station 
KLA C , Los Angeles, as the result of the 
K LA C  Disc Jockeys Benefit Show, at 
Sh rin e  A uditorium ; its amount was 
$8 ,358 .24 .

The New York City Olympic Com­
mittee also deserves special mention, not 
alone for the amount of money raised 
by them, but because of the cooperation 
received from the City of New York. 
The honorary chairman was the Hon. 
Vincent R. Impellitteri, Mayor of the 
City of New York, and the co-chairmen 
were Lazurus Joseph, Comptroller of 
the City of New York, and Harry D. 
Henshel, Secretary of the Bulova Watch 
Company. The committee treasurer was 
Raymond C. Deering, Vice President 
and Comptroller of the Manufacturers 
Trust Com pany. The com m ittee re­
turned a net profit of $51,006.98. Like 
many other committees, their final re­
sults were affected by the announcement 
of the telethon total but they reclaimed 
some of this loss by following up tele­
thon pledges by telephone calls and let­
ters. Comptroller Joseph loaned mem­
bers of his staff and provided office 
space for the committee. The City of 
New York appropriated $6,000 for a

farew ell parade, a reception  at City 
Hall, and a luncheon at the W aldorf 
Astoria Hotel for the athletes and offi­
cials, which events did a great deal to 
mold the newly assembled group into a 
team and which was also a great boost 
to their morale.

A report of this kind cannot possibly 
do justice to all of the men and women 
who unselfishly contributed so many 
hours of labor to the work of the cam­
paign. The Treasurer’s report, found 
elsewhere in this book, will show the 
results o f the e ffo rts  o f the various 
games committees, but those deserv­
ing special mention are M en’s Track 
and Field, Basketball, Rowing, Skiing, 
Swimming (men and women), Boxing, 
Gymnastics, Ice Hockey, Speed Skating, 
W restlin g  and Figure Skating. A ll 
games committees do not have equal 
opportunities for successful fund raising 
so the amount of effort put forth is 
not necessarily reflected in the amount 
raised. Each and every one of them did 
a vast amount of work and singling out 
a few is not intended to show favorit­
ism.

The reports of the Amateur Athletic 
Union and the National Collegiate Ath­
letic Association speak for themselves 
but even so figures are not a true indica­
tion of the vast amount of work that 
these and other Olympic organizations 
put into the campaign.

The Bob Hope-Bing Crosby Telethon 
which did so much to enhance the pres­
tige of the USOA and to augment the 
funds by such a magnificent sum is cov­
ered elsewhere in this book so it will 
not be elaborated upon here. Suffice it 
to say that we are eternally grateful to 
all of those who made the telethon such 
a remarkable success.

In the O lym pic fu nd -raising  cam ­
paign there is a certain amount of du­
plication of solicitations by individuals 
and organizations. In order to explain 
this condition it is necessary to analyze 
the incentives behind the fund drive.

The US Olympic Association is made 
up primarily of amateur sports govern­
ing bodies and their constituents which 
regulate, control, and promote in the 
United States the 21 sports that are on 
the Olympic program. Each of these 
organizations is well aware that unless 
sufficient funds are raised its particular 
sport or sports may not be represented 
at the Olympic Games or that its team 
personnel may be substantially reduced. 
Consequently they make a determined 
effort to see that this does not happen.

In addition to these sports governing 
bodies there are 26 games committees 
w'hose primary functions are to select 
the various Olympic teams, but under 
the rules for the guidance of these com­
mittees "as a general principle” they are 
also charged with the responsibility of

raising the necessary funds to defray the 
expenses of Olympic participation in 
their respective sports.

Added to the aforementioned is the 
National Collegiate Athletic Association 
which takes an active part in the Olym­
pic fund campaign because of the many 
athletes on the teams who are under­
graduates and graduates of the colleges.

Each of these groups takes its fund­
raising obligations seriously and as a 
rule sets up its own campaign and starts 
working independently. This independ­
ent action is not of recent origin. It has 
been the basic fund-raising policy of the 
USOA over a period of many years. 
Fixing responsibility on the organiza­
tions and committees most concerned 
has its advantages because each has spe­
cific methods of raising funds and each 
knows better than anyone else where 
funds for its particular sport are most 
likely to be obtained. The time element 
is also an important factor. For instance, 
th e  w in te r  sp o rts  team s m u st be 
financed before the summer sports 
groups normally start their campaigns 
and not all of the campaigns to finance 
the summer teams can be conducted at 
the same time.

A friendly rivalry over fund-raising 
has developed among these various 
sports organizations and games commit­
tees. Such rivalry is regarded by fund­
raising organizers as one of the essen­
tials of a successful campaign. Each is 
proud of its prestige and at the conclu­
sion of the campaign they all point with 
justifiable pride to their fund-raising 
accomplishments.

W hile nothing should be done that 
might curb the enthusiasm of these in­
dependent groups by trying to exercise 
too much control, it is most essential 
that they keep the Executive Director 
advised of their activities at all times. 
In this way, and only in this way, can 
duplication be reduced and the cam­
paign be coordinated in an orderly 
manner.

In conclusion, attention is called to 
the low cost of operation. After compil­
ing all known items of expense of the 
1952 campaign for both the winter and 
summer Games, the cost was only eight 
per cent of the amount raised. This has 
been made possible by the splendid co­
operation of the organizations and com­
mittees who have kept their operating 
costs at a minimum.

45





O L Y M P I C  T E L E T H O N
T h e 19 5 2  O lym pic fin a n c ia l cam ­

paign was climaxed by a spectacular 
nationw ide te lethon  staged by Bob 
Hope and Bing Crosby on June 21 . 
During its course, what was probably 
the largest and most glittering cast of 
stage, screen, radio, and television stars 
ever assembled in one program enter­
tained some fifty million people for 
fourteen and one-half hours as a means 
of raising funds to send the United 
States Olympic team to Helsinki. It was 
undoubtedly the greatest affair of its 
kind ever held and its contribution to 
O lym pic prestige as w ell as to the 
Olympic fund was tremendous. How it 
would have gladdened the heart of Bar­
on Pierre de Coubertin, founder of the 
modern Olympic Games, to have seen 
such a tribute paid to his creation !

T he idea of the telethon was first 
brought to the atten tion  o f the US 
Olympic Committee by Vincent X . Fla­
herty of the Los Angeles E xam iner  in a 
letter to President Avery Brundage on 
May 10, 1952 . Flaherty explained that 
Mack M illar, the famous Hollywood 
pu blic relations expert, wanted Bob 
Hop'e to put on a nationwide television 
show to raise funds for the US Olympic 
team, that the idea had already been dis­
cussed with Hope and that he was re­
ceptive to it. Shortly thereafter President 
Brundage made a trip to Los Angeles 
and with Millar and Flaherty called on 
Hope at the Paramount Studios where 
he was working on the picture "Road to 
B a li” with Bing Crosby and Dorothy 
Lam our.

H ope’s response to the plan was en­
thusiastic and he suggested that Bing 
Crosby be urged to assist. Crosby had 
never appeared on television and only 
recently had rejected a fabulous offer of 
$50 ,000  for a single appearance; so it 
was expected that there would be con­
siderable resistance on his part. N one­
theless, the proposition was laid before 
him.. Much to everyone’s surprise Cros­
by immediately said he would partici­
pate., to which the startled Hope could 
only reply, "Y o u ’re kidding!” Crosby 
sooni convinced them of his sincerity.

In  reporting the incident in his news­
paper column Flaherty quotes Crosby as 
saying, "Th is is one time I couldn’t re­
fuse. I think every American should get 
behind our Olympic Team and send our 
athletes across at full strength, and in 
the finest style possible”, to this Hope 
added, " I  guess Old Joe Stalin thinks 
he is going to show up our soft capital­
istic Americans. W e ’ve got to cut him 
down to size. This is the most exciting 
th in g  I have ever undertaken  and, 
brotlher, Bing and I are going to throw 
our best punches.” They apparently fig­

ured that while they were getting them­
selves and D orothy Lam our on the 
"Road to Bali” they might just as well 
get the United States athletes on the 
road to Helsinki.

Because the decision to conduct the 
telethon was not reached until about the 
middle of May and the Olympic team 
was scheduled to leave early in July, 
plans had to be perfected in a hurry and 
without publicity so as not to affect the 
general campaign for funds which was 
progressing under the guidance of the 
US Olympic Committee. Mack Millar, 
regarded as one of the nation’s most 
capable men in the field of public rela­
tions, began to put the plan into execu­
tion. He left promptly for New York 
City to consult with the broadcasting 
officials. His efforts met with signal suc­
cess as both the National Broadcasting 
Company and the Columbia Broadcast­
ing System offered the use of their facil­
ities without charge. It was decided to 
conduct the telethon over both networks 
for a period of fourteen and one-half 
hours and to attempt to raise $500,000 
toward the total budget of $850,000 
which had been set up by the US Olym­
pic Committee.

Flaherty, having met with such suc­
cess thus far, was taking no chances on 
a possible failure due to lack of proper 
publicity. Being a newspaperman he or­
ganized an "Olympic Fund Sports Com­
mittee” and appointed as its chairman 
Bill Corum of the New York Journal- 
A m erican, a close friend of Hope and 
Crosby. Serving on this committee with 
Corum were the following ace sports 
writers: Grantland Rice, Bob Considine, 
Red Smith, Arthur Daley, and Dan Par­
ker of New York; Austen Lake, Bill 
Cunningham, and Dave Egan, Boston; 
Ed Pollack and Stan Baumgartner, Phil­
adelphia; Shirley Povieh, Bus Ham, and 
B ob  A d d ie , W a s h in g to n ; W a rre n  
Brown, Leo Fischer, and Arch W ard of 
Chicago; Franklin Lewis and Ed Mc­
Cauley, Cleveland; Bob Murphy and 
H. H. Salsinger, Detroit; Rodger Pip- 
pen, Baltimore; Harry Keck and Chet 
Smith, Pittsburgh; Tom Swope, Cincin­
nati; J. G. Taylor Spink, J. Roy Stock­
ton and Sid C. Keener, St. Louis; Ed 
Danforth, Atlanta; Zip Newman, Bir­
mingham; W alter Stewart, Memphis; 
Fred Russell, Nashville; Fred Digby, 
New Orleans; Richard J. W alsh, A l­
bany; Sec Taylor, Des Moines; Lloyd 
Larsen, Milwaukee; Charles Johnson, 
Minneapolis; E. G. McBride, Kansas 
City; Hal Scherwitz, San Antonio; Lor­
en McMullen, Fort W orth; Jack Car- 
berry, Denver; Curley Grieve, Prescott 
Sullivan, and Jack McDonald, San Fran­
cisco; Royal Brougham, Seattle; George
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Herrick, San Diego; A1 Santoro, George 
T. Davis, Ned Cronin, and Sid Ziff, Los 
Angeles; and Rube Samuelson, Pasa­
dena. W ith such a lineup, how could 
they m iss!

The tremendous amount of work that 
was required to put the show together 
is best described by Flaherty in his col­
umn which appeared while the telethon 
was still in progress.

"It  didn’t just happen and spring up 
out of nowhere,” said Flaherty; "There 
was an infinite miscellany of details and 
no end o f good, hard conscientious 
effort pushing it all the way— it is im­
possible to applaud all those who gave 
everything they had. You saw a great 
part of the show, maybe even all of it, 
and you know about the presence of the 
many celebrities.

"But you probably didn’t hear about 
Eddie Rio, of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists; or of Eddie Sobel and 
A1 Capstaff, the associate producers and 
directors. These three gentlemen per­
formed a feat of magic in getting things 
together in unbelievably short order. 
They carried a tremendous burden in 
assisting Jack Hope, Bob’s brother, and 
Norman Blackburn, the N BC executive. 
Blackburn headed it all up and presided 
over all of the meetings. Although Jack 
Hope and Blackburn worked together 
on what was tantamount to a 24-hour 
basis, they didn’t work any harder or 
expend any more effort than did Rio, 
Sobel and Capstaff.

"M ack Millar . . . practically knocked 
himself out in flying across the country 
so as to coordinate things with National 
Broadcasting Company and Columbia 
Broadcasting System in New York.

"A fter completing his mission there, 
he flew to Chicago to confer with Avery 
Brundage, the O lym pic ch ief. A fter 
that, he was back here (Los Angeles) 
working with Norman Blackburn’s com­
mittee. Although your senses were ar­
rested by the giddy whirl of stars, you 
probably didn’t hear too much about the 
telephone operators who went sleepless 
just to do their terrific job.

"Mary V. Marsteller, President of 
the Federation of Women Telephone 
Workers of Southern California, had 
plenty of volunteers. These girls didn't 
get a nickel for their services. They 
didn’t get too much recognition. But 
they pitched in eagerly and battled the 
long, tiresome ordeal from start to fin­
ish.

"Behind the scene, too, was David 
Brandman, the Los Angeles Exam iner’s 
director of promotions; and there was 
John Haskell of TW A . Both in there 
pitching with all they had.

"There was Rex Smith, Vice Presi­
dent of American Airlines, who flew all 
the way from New York to provide 
American Airlines Stewardesses. The

Dean Martin, Jerry Lewis . . . Dorothy Lamour with Roadfarers . . . F red  M acM urray, Zsa Zsa Ga­
bor, Vince Flaherty, W alter Pidgeon . . . T he Protagonists . . . Bing Crosby, Avery Brundage, Bob  
H ope . . . Mack M illar, Jim  T horpe, Flaherty, Brundage . . . B-H-C, Governor W arren, Bill Corum.



pretty stewardesses of American Air­
lines joined with those of TW A  to 
handle incoming calls.

"A fter watching the big show roll 
on, I still think it was a miracle. It was 
a miracle that could only happen in this 
country of ours where all people become 
one when the chips are down and the 
prestige of the nation is at stake.”

The show began as scheduled at the 
El Capitan Theater in Hollywood at 
eleven pm eastern daylight time, Satur­
day, June 21, 1952, and continued until 
one-thirty pm, ED T, Sunday, June 22. 
The program was carried over sixty- 
eight CBS and N BC television stations 
in forty-eight cities to an audience esti­
mated at fifty million people. The stu­
dio audience was changed every hour, a 
stimulating device that helped keep the 
performers fresh and alert. It was the 
first such telethon to originate from the 
west coast and the first to be covered on 
two networks. A sidelight was the T V  
debut of three radio personalities, Bing 
Crosby, Phil Harris and Louella Par­
sons. In all, 250 entertainers teamed up 
to raise funds for the US Olympic team.

Millar and Flaherty wanted Brun­
dage, as President of the Olympic Com­
mittee, to open the show but to do so it 
was necessary for the latter to fly from 
Chicago to Los Angeles on Saturday and 
from Los Angeles to New York on Sun­
day where he was a guest of honor at 
the "Saints and Sinners” luncheon on 
Monday at noon. At the outset Brun­
dage explained the workings of the 
O lym pic organization , told why the 
funds were needed, and then introduced 
Bob H ope. The show ran sm oothly 
without interruption with Hope, Cros­
by, and Dorothy Lamour introducing 
the talent, keeping up their share of the 
entertainment, and making appeals for 
funds.

The early returns indicated that the 
success of the venture was assured. The 
only thing in doubt was how much the 
quota of $500,000 would be exceeded. 
When the curtain was rung down the 
m agnificen t sum of $ 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 2 0  had 
been pledged. However, telethons con­
ducted on behalf of leading charities 
have shown that all of the gold on a 
telethon solicitation does not glitter and 
that actual collections range from one- 
third to one-half of the total amount 
pledged. The Olympic telethon was no 
exception.

Various explanations have been given 
for the failures of people to make good 
on telethon pledges. One theory is that 
television, being a very popular enter­
tainment medium in taverns, affords the 
public "spirited” patron an opportunity 
to respond to television appeals while in 
a ph ilan throp ic mood. M any o f the 
pledges are genuine but many are made 
using fictitious names while others use

legitimate names lifted from the nearest 
telephone book. Often these pledges, 
phony and otherwise, are telegraphed 
collect to telethon headquarters. The 
Western Union statement for this item 
in the Olympic telethon was $1,200.

A fter reading the newspaper an­
nouncements that $1 ,000 ,020  had been 
raised, twice the telethon quota, many 
people decided that it was not necessary 
to send in the contributions they had 
prom ised, but Bob H ope and B ing 
Crosby on their regular radio and tele­
vision programs continued to urge those 
who had offered to contribute during 
the telethon to make good their pledges.

O f the $ 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 2 0  pledged only 
$353,000 was paid. After the necessary 
expenses were deducted the Olympic 
fund netted about $310,000. However, 
the telethon money plus the returns 
from the general campaign yielded by 
far the largest return in the history of 
Olympic fund raising and not only sent 
the team to Helsinki, where it won a 
brilliant victory, but left a surplus on 
which to start bu ild in g  for the Pan 
American Games in 1955 and the W in­
ter and Sum mer O lym pic Games in 
1956.

The publicity value of the telethon 
cannot be measured in dollars and cents. 
Many of the fifty million people watch­
ing became interested in the Olympic 
movement for the first time and many 
learned to their surprise that the United 
States teams compete through the gen­
erosity of the citizens of the United 
States and not at the expense of the 
United States Government. The Olym­
pic Committee’s philosophy of giving 
everyone an opportunity to help the 
Olympic team is most effectively de­
scribed by the following statement from 
the New York Journal-A m erican : "The 
US Olympic Team of 1952 was backed 
today by tots to tycoons who dipped 
into piggy banks and vaults to contrib­
ute through a record breaking fourteen 
and one-half hour telethon.”

The impact of the telethon can best 
be shown by excerpts from some of the 
leading United States newspapers.

A rthur D aley o f the New Y ork 
Tim es said in part: "The job done by 
B in g  Crosby and Bob H ope on the 
Olympic telethon over the past week 
end was a stunner. The world of sports 
never has had anything quite like it. 
These two flippant charmers, as durable 
as a couple of Marathon runners, stayed 
up all night in order to raise funds for 
the United States Olympic team . . .

"B ing even gave the Olympic author­
ities the priceless contribution of his tel­
evision debut, a most salable commod­
ity. It was a magnificent job by all con­
cerned and a special Olympic medal 
should be struck for those two merry
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japers as a mild token of appreciation 
for the championship exploit they per­
formed.

"T h e Olympic telethon also was a 
tribute to the American public and the 
A m erican way o f l ife . An observer 
could get a bit maudlin about it if he 
weren’t careful. But contributions al­
ways are readily forthcoming for any 
worthy cause if enough attention car be 
focused on it. As impressive as was the 
Hope-Crosby fund raising over here, it 
will raise eyebrows all over the world, 
perhaps even in the K rem lin . The 
American Olympians have the full sup­
port of the American public. That is the 
full significance of it.”

Said Harriet Van Horne, New York 
W  orld -T  elegram : "The Bob Hope-Eing 
Crosby m arathon to raise funds for 
American participation in the Olympic 
Games was, by all odds, the best show 
of its kind T V  has seen . . .

"Messrs. Hope and Crosby are to be 
congratulated for more than just raising 
a million dollars. They ran their show 
with dignity , good hum or and good 
taste.

" I t  was apparent, moreover, that the 
show had been mapped out in advance, 
that the singers had been rehearsed, and 
that most of the guests knew what they 
were supposed to do and how long 
they’d be on.

"T h e appeals to the pocketbook were 
decent and forthright. Missing alto­
gether was the bludgeon. The cause was 
explained from time to time but it was 
never referred to as 'this very, very won­
derful charity’.

"Th is show marked Mr. Crosby’s de­
but before the T V  cameras. As might 
have been expected, he came over ex­
tremely well.

"W hen I retired from my television 
set, shortly  a fter  dawn, Crosby and 
Hope were beginning to look a little 
weary under the eyes. But they still had 
their jackets on and their ties tied.”

Max Kase of the New York Journal- 
A m erican  observed: "T h e million bucks 
raised by the superlatively terrific Hope- 
Crosby telethon is of known quantity. 
But incalculable is the lift to morale, the 
bringing of millions closer to our Olym­
pic e ffo rts , the m aking for national 
pride in our international competition. 
It was a rousing answer to the wishful 
thinking of Iron Curtain country propa­
gandists of a divided American front. 
W hat other answer can there be to a 
drive which raised twice as much as had 
been planned.”

Several officials of the various associ­
ations of the Amateur Athletic Union 
worked long hours taking the telethon 
pledges, as did hundreds of other indi­
viduals in all parts of the United States 
whose names have been cloaked in 
anonymity. To each and every one of

Crosby, Trank Sinatra, Flaherty, H ope . . . G eorge Burns, Louella Parsons, G rade' 
A llen . . . Stars with Miss Parsons at m ike as pledge total soars . . . Bud Abbott, 
Loti Costello, H ope, Crosby . . . G ertrude Ederle, Ben G rauer, F lorence Chadwick.





these the Olympic Committee extends 
its hearty thanks; indeed it expresses 
sincere gratitude to all of those who 
helped make the telethon such a great 
success.

One of the features of the show was 
the introduction of several leading can­
didates for the Olympic team by Bill 
Corum of New York who made the trip 
to Los Angeles to lend his support. Ben 
Grauer served as master of ceremonies 
during a switch to New York where he 
interviewed several national sports 
celebrities. The Olympic Committee is 
greatly indebted to these two gentlemen 
for their contribution to the program.

The telethon contributions received 
by mail, totalling approximately 60,000 
individual items, were opened and pro­
cessed by the California Bank of Los 
Angeles, under the direction and super­
vision of O. S. Aultman, Cashier. Mr. 
Aultman furnished the Olympic Com- 
mitee with the following interesting de­
scription of the tabulating and process­
ing procedure.

Tabulating Procedure. Tickets in du­
plicate were prepared for each te le ­
phone and telegram pledge received in 
Hollywood during the telethon. The 
original white copies of these tickets 
were the basis used in tabulating the 
Los Angeles total. The carbon copies of 
the tickets were subsequently mailed as 
a reminder to the pledgors where ade­
quate addresses were available. Partici­
pating stations throughout the country 
transmitted totals of their respective 
pledges over the network facilities from 
time to time during the telethon. These 
totals were added to the Los Angeles 
total to establish  the grand total o f 
pledges recorded. Collections taken at 
the El Capitan Theater together with 
checks received at the theater or col­
lected by messenger service were de­
posited in a plastic bowl on the stage. 
At the close of the program contents of 
this bowl were removed and delivered 
by Brink’s, Inc. to California Bank for 
processing.

M ail P ick-U p. Daily pick-ups of the 
mail from Terminal Annex Post Office 
were made by Brink’s, Inc., and delivery 
made to California Bank for processing.

Processing Procedure. Envelopes re­
ceived by California Bank were opened 
by electric letter opener. The remit­
tances were removed from the envelopes 
in the fo llow ing m anner: ( 1 )  Each 
envelope was marked with the amount 
enclosed, and all other enclosures were 
replaced in the envelopes. ( 2 )  W here 
more than one remittance was received 
in the same envelope, the individual 
am o u n ts w ere m ark e d  s e p a ra te ly .
( 3 )  Remittances and envelopes were 
separated into the following groups—
(a ) contributions of $25 and over,
(b )  all other check con trib u tio n s,

(c )  a l l  o th e r  ca sh  c o n t r ib u t io n s .
(4 )  C ontribu tions o f $25  and over 
were listed  in detail on rem ittance 
advice forms. Adding machine listings 
made of checks were proved against list­
ings on the forms. Batches were identi­
fied with the prefix " L ” starting with 
number 1,000. ( 5 )  All other check con­
tributions were listed twice— first by a 
run of the checks which was proved 
against a lis tin g  o f the envelopes. 
Checks were batched in groups of ap­
proximately 75 each starting with Num­
ber 1. ( 6 )  The envelopes containing 
cash contributions were also batched in 
groups of approximately 75 each, start­
ing with Number 1. These envelopes 
were listed twice and each batch bal­
anced with a count of the corresponding 
cash. ( 7 )  W hen both checks and cash 
were received in the same envelope, a 
cash ticket was sorted in to  the cash 
group and the envelope was retained in 
the check group. ( 8 )  Numerous checks 
were received from various television 
stations and from participating artists 
without identifying envelopes. W hen 
the volume was large, the checks were 
listed twice in lieu of a run of the miss­
ing envelopes. W here there was only an 
odd check received, a slip  showing 
name and address when available was 
sorted with the envelopes for balancing 
purposes. ( 9 )  Checks were endorsed, 
m icro-film ed, and deposited to the 
Olympic Fund Telethon account. The 
cash was also deposited in the Olympic 
Fund Telethon account.

No charge was made by the Califor­
nia Bank for this service. As many as 
ten people were kept busy during the 
day, and night shifts of fifteen people 
were required for several days in proc­
essing this mail.

During the Games at Helsinki the 
entire United States Olympic squad, 
athletes and officials, signed an expres­
sion of appreciation to Bob Hope and 
Bing Crosby for the part they played in 
making participation of the team possi­
ble. Furthermore the team responded 
with a smashing victory which was the 
best way in which they could say "W e 
thank you.”

The United States Olympic Commit­
tee owes to Bob Hope and Bing Crosby, 
to Mack Millar, and Vince Flaherty, to 
all the entertainers who participated, to 
the N BC and CBS networks, to the Cal­
ifornia Bank and O. S. Aultman, Cash­
ier, and to all the others who lent assist­
ance and who made contributions, a 
huge debt of gratitude for their cooper­
ation.

So many people participated in the 
telethon that their names should be re­
corded for all to see. Because of the 
great number it has been impossible to 
obtain a complete list o f them from any

one source so no doubt a few have been 
omitted. To each and everyone whether 
listed or not the US Olympic Committee 
and all members of the Olympic team 
express sincere thanks and appreciation. 
Those of which we have a record are: 
Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, Dorothy La- 
mour, Bud Abbott and Lou Costello, 
Anna Marie Alberghetti, Eddie "R o ­
chester” Anderson, Alfred Apaka, John 
Arcesi, Anita Aros, Cliff Arquette, Ros- 
coe Ates, June Allyson, Hy Averbach, 
Gus Arnheim, Eddie Baxter, Vincent 
Barnett, Art Baker, "Tim e for Beanie”, 
Johnny Boyne, William Bendix, Edgar 
Bergen, Eddie Bergman, Bell Sisters, 
Sheldon Brooks, Bruce Bennett, Botkins 
Baird, Humphrey Bogart, Perry Botkin, 
Ben Blue, Sam Balter, Harry Barris, 
Mayor Fletcher Bowron of Los Angeles, 
Joe E. Brown, Johnny Mack Brown, 
Sonny Burke and Orchestra, George 
Burns and Gracie Allen, Champ Butler, 
Dick Button, Corinne Calvet, Alex 
Cooper, Eddie Cantor, Carol Caminos, 
Harry Carey, Jr., Hoagy Carmichael, Joe 
"Fingers” Carr, Pauline Carter, Cass 
Country Boys, Page Cavanaugh Trio, 
Rosemary Clooney, The Colleens, Lois 
Collier, Jackie Coogan, Bill Corum, Jud 
Conlon’s Rhythmaires, Joan Crawford, 
Tony Curtis, Cass Daley, Gloria De- 
Haven, Olivia de Haviland, Jack Demp­
sey, Leo D eroucher, Jo e  D iM ag g io , 
Paul Douglas, Vicki Draves, Johnny 
Dugan, Jack Durant, Jimmie Durante, 
Tennessee Ernie, Estrelita, Dale Evans, 
Russell Evans, G eorge Fennem an, 
Rhonda Fleming, Frank Fontaine and 
Bobby, Preston and Sheila Foster, Zsa 
Zsa Gabor, Harold Gilbert, Betty Gra- 
ble, Johnny Grant, Anita Gordon, Ben 
Grauer, Nils Thor Grantlund (N T G ) , 
A rchie G aitler, Joanne G reer, Reed 
Hadley, Jack Haley, Tony Harper, Phil 
Harris, Dick Haymes, Horace Heidt, 
Sonya Henie, Carolyn Jean H ill, Lou 
Holtz, Hedda Hopper, Mayor Vincent 
R. Impellitteri of New York, Hal Irwin 
O rchestra, H arry Jam es, A1 Jarvis, 
George Jessell, Spike Jones and Orches­
tra, K ing’s Men, Mattie King, Mannie 
Klein, Red Knurp, Frankie Laine, Fran­
ces Langford, Peggy Lee, Janet Leigh, 
Joe E. Lewis, George Liberace, Joseph 
Lilley, Livingston and Evans, Ben 
Loessy, Joe Louis, Tony Lovello, Nick 
Lucas, Diana Lynn, Johnny Mack, Fred 
MacMurray, "M ad Hatters”, Winky 
Manone, Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, 
Marilyn Maxwell, Pat McCormick, Gor­
don McCrea, Jimmy McHugh, Bob Mc­
Laughlin, Chef Milani, Mack Millar, 
M arilyn M onroe, C onstance M oore, 
Patti M oore, D ennis M organ, The 
Natural Three, Paul Nero, Red Nichols, 
Nielson Sisters, W endell Niles, Gene 
Norman, Lucille Norman, Nutsy the 
Clown (V an ce  C o lv in ), M argaret 
O ’Brien, Donald O ’Connor, Maureen
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O'Hara, W alter O 'Keefe, Eddie Oliver, 
Jeralyn Oliver, Kid Ory, "Patches, Ad­
ventures o f ’’, Louella Parsons, W alter 
Pidgeon, Ezio Pinza, Peter Potter, Dick 
Powell, Phil Regan, Rhythm  Aides, 
Branch Richey, Eddie Rio, Tex Ritter, 
The Ritz B roth ers, Leonard Roach, 
Edward G. Robinson, Jackie Robinson, 
G in g er R ogers, Roy R ogers, Lena 
Romay, David Rose and O rchestra, 
Rosemarie, Jane Russell, Rosiland Rus­
sell, W alter Scharf, D inah Shore, 
Jeanne Shores (Miss California 1 9 5 2 ), 
Ginny Simms, Frank Sinatra, Red Skel­
ton, Sid Slate, Anna Mae Slaughter, 
"Space Patrol", Dick Stabile and O r­
chestra, Robert Stack, Barbara Stanwick,

The Amateur Athletic Union of the 
United States is rightfully proud of the 
financial contribution made to the US 
Olympic Fund for our participation in 
the X V  Olympiad at Helsinki and the 
VI Olympic W inter Games at Oslo.

As chairman of the National AAU 
Olympic Finance Committee for 1952 
I am extremely grateful for the hercu­
lean efforts of AAU leaders the country 
over in their accom plishm ent of far 
exceeding our allotted quota, set at 
$ 200,000 .

Participation at both Oslo and Hel­
sinki was obviously to exceed in cost any 
previous Olympic entourage and, as al­
ways, the AAU was ready and willing 
to accept its role in the fund-raising. 
Our interim report on November 14, 
1952 , indicated that we had raised 
$ 2 7 8 ,4 3 5 .5 9 ,  which was later aug­
mented to a point where the total 
reached the $300,000 mark— an amount 
of $100,000 in excess of the prescribed 
quota.

Immediately following my acceptance 
of the chairmanship at the invitation of 
President Douglas F. Roby of the AAU, 
the m achinery was set in m otion to 
attain our goal. Several organization 
meetings were held with AAU Secre- 
tary-Treasurer Daniel J. Ferris and Ad­
ministrative Assistants James F. Simms 
and Harry Hainsworth. Your committee 
comprised all AAU district association 
presidents and AAU sports leaders 
throughout the country. Numerous 
fund-raising plans were inaugurated on 
a nation wide basis and all met with 
varied success.

Typical o f the efforts in previous 
Olympic fund-raising campaigns the lat­
ter part of the year immediately preced­
ing that of the actual competitions

Charles Starrett, April Stevens, Mike 
Stokey, Alex Stordahl, Benny Strong 
and Orchestra, Ed Sullivan, Ezilda Sut­
ton, W alter Swarz, Jack Teagarden, Jim 
Thorpe, "Three Stooles”, The Titans, 
Danny Topaz, John Scott Trotter and 
Orchestra, Bobby Troupe Trio, Forest 
Tucker, Joe Vcnuti, Harry Von Zell, 
Jimmy Wakeley, Joe W alcott, Dusty 
W alker, Governor Earl Warren of Cali­
fornia, Beverly Washburn, John Wayne, 
Johnny Weismuller, Bill Welsh, Jack­
son Wheeler, Margaret W hiting, Dave 
W illoch, Carol Wood, Cobina W right, 
Frank Wykoff, Robert Young, Victor 
Young and Orchestra.

found limited enthusiasm but, as the 
im pending dates for the Games ap­
proached, the campaign gathered mo­
mentum and the AAU again demon­
strated its strength as a real force in the 
cause of amateur sports. Leaders from 
coast to coast were cognizant of our 
potential leadership in the Olympic 
Games and convinced the citizenry of 
the importance of having a full comple­
ment of our athletic representatives at 
both Oslo and Helsinki.

AAU district associations and their 
key workers bent to the task, and the 
Amateur Athletic Union and the US 
Olympic Committee must join with me 
as chairman in recognizing the effort 
which culminated in an overwhelming 
success. Team work was responsible for 
the stream of dollars but certain out­
standing local campaigns are deserving 
of mention. The Metropolitan Associa­
tion, in clu d ing  the New Y ork City 
Olympic Committee sparked by Col. 
Harry D. Henshel, reported the impres­
sive sum o f $ 7 4 ,0 9 1 .2 5 ; the Pacific 
Association headed by Harold Berliner 
$20 ,453 .96 ; the Southern Pacific Asso­
ciation $20 ,756 .50 ; the Michigan Asso­
ciation $ 1 7 ,2 0 1 .0 7 ; and the M iddle 
Atlantic Association $14,890.04. Your 
chairman is particularly gratified to re­
port response to a personal letter of 
ap p e a l in an a m o u n t e x c e e d in g  
$ 20,000 .00 .

Inspired by the loyalty and pride of 
the AAU family from President Doug 
Roby down through the ranks, this im­
pressive contribution to make possible 
our participation in the Olympic Games 
has made an indelible mark. To have 
been selected as your chairman in this 
endeavor was an honor, and the expe­
rience has left me humble and proud.

The sources of the contributions arc 
as follows:
Association R eported
Adirondack ...............................  $6,225.35
Allegheny M t.............................  9 ,427.44
Carolinas ....................................  150.00
Central .........................................  3,724.42
Connecticut ...............................  1,735.52
Dist. Columbia ........................ 8 ,950.64
Florida .........................................  7 ,090.50
Georgia ....................................... 1 ,996.09
G ulf ..............................................  2 ,159.56
Hawaiian ....................................  100.00
Indiana ....................................... 11,209.74
Inter-Mountain ........................ 25.00
Iowa ............................................ 587.13
Metropolitan ............................. 74,091.25

(Includes N .Y . City Comm.)
Michigan ....................................  17,201.07
Middle A tlan tic ........................ 14,890.04
Minnesota ..................................  4 ,711.00
New England ..........................  3,280.50
Missouri Valley ........................  1,000.00
New Jersey ...............................  4,823.05
Niagara ....................................... 1,746.50
Northeastern Ohio ................  3 ,344.24
Ohio ............................................ 111.34
Oregon ....................................... 1 ,351.57
Ozark .........................................  225.84
Pacific .........................................  20 ,453.96
Pacific Northwest ...................  2,000.00
Rocky Mountain .....................  1,876.91
South Atlantic ..........................  12,645.00

(Includes W hetle $4 ,8 0 0 .0 0 )
South Texas ...............................  50.00
Southeastern .............................  265.00
Southern ....................................  502.00

(Includes Barrodale $500 .0 0 )
Southern P acific........................  20 ,756.50
Southwest Pac. Border .........  1,500.00
Southwestern .............................  584.89
Virginia ....................................... 20.00
Wisconsin .................................. 3,063.49
AAU share of

Exhibition Basketball ......  17,500.00
(Estimated)

National AAU ........................  30,131.95
(Includes G. T. Kirby appeal)

$291,517 .60

REPORT OF AAU OLYMPIC 
FUND CAMPAIGN

B y G ustavus T . K irb y , C hairm an  
N ational AA U Olympic Finance Committee
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LITTLE OLYMPIC CAMPAIGN

At the Lawton School Playground in 
Philadelphia during the summer of 
1952, a group of eight to twelvers, un­
der the direction of W alter Nackoney, 
playground director, set about to raise 
some money to help send the Olympic 
Team to Helsinki.

W ith the direct simplicity of children 
they wasted no time on orthodox fund­
raising practices— they acted !

John McNally was chosen to head the 
"committee in charge’’-— the committee 
consisting of Bruce O 'D ell, 12; Phyliss 
Snyder, 9; David Grassey, 10; Charles 
Fox, 11; D olly  Bryan, 8; Anthony 
D ’A m brosio, 8; John  Oskowis, 9; 
George Bryant, 9 ; and Elaine Scarcia, 
12 .

Shortly  a fter the "co m m ittee  in 
charge" met, a letter, addressed to Pres­
ident Avery Brundage, was received at 
the Olympic office. The letter read . . .

Dear Mr. Brundage,
Some of  the 

boys and g irls  o f the Lawton 
School Playground read in the 
Philadelphia papers of the delayed 
contributions for the O lym pic 
Team, and that the Olympic Fund 
still needs money. The playground 
members think that they should do

their part to help. W e are collect­

ing 1. comic books, 2. games, 3. 

toys, 4. Reading books, and 5. used 
athletic equipment. W e will have 

a bazaar next Wednesday July 16. 
Some children are collecting old 
newspaper and cardboard. Then we

will give the money to the Olym­
pic Fund. W e hope we are doing 
our part.

Yours Truly 
John McNally (age 10) 
of the Lawton School 

Playground 
Philadelphia, Pa.
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Then the committee rally went to 
w ork!

They collected a ton and a half of old 
newspapers and cardboard and sold it. 
When the estimated sum of ten dollars 
turned out to be a mere three dollars, 
they put on a door-to-door campaign 
throughout the neighborhood and raised 
the difference.

At the bazaar, held on July 16, dis­
carded comic books, old toys and Olym­

pic seal decalcomania were sold at gay 
paper-covered tables. Festoons of crepe 
paper decorated the trees, and milk bot­
tles served as cash registers.

John Macionis, a member of the 1936 
Olympic Swimming team and president 
of the Philadelphia Chapter, US Olym­
pic A thletes, donated the O lym pic 
decals. John also presented plaques—  
framed pictures of Olympic shields—  
to members of the com m ittee who 
turned out in shorts and T-shirts. Red, 
white and blue streamers were pinned

diagonally across their shirts to repre­
sent the Olympic uniform. And the two 
hardest working members of the com­
mittee, John McNally and Phyllis Sny­
der, were crowned king and queen, with 
coronets fashioned from cardboard.

All the youngsters in the neighbor­
hood got into the act with great enthusi­
asm, but rain, that inevitable companion 
of successful outdoor bazaars, washed 
them out shortly after they got under 
way. As a result the receipts at the 
bazaar— $3.45— were very disappoint­
ing; but like all good showmen, the 
committee merely used this disappoint­
ment as a spur to greater activity.

They stepped up the sale of Olympic 
decals, selling the decals for what they 
would bring— usually ten cents from 
most children— and promptly producing 
a rash of bikefenders in the neighbor­
hood proudly displaying the Olympic 
insignia.

W ith the sale of used athletic equip­
ment, the overall proceeds swelled to a

total of $42.50. No small sum when 
reckoned in terms of nickels, dimes, and 
pennies!

John N ackoney who sparked and 

guided the Lawton School Playground 

campaign— "the little Olympic cam­
paign’’-— is proud of his community, 
W issinom ing. "T o  the best o f my 

knowledge,” he wrote, "no one in this 
locality  has ever made the O lym pic 
team. Perhaps now, one of our young­
sters may set his sights on ’56 or ’60 
and do this area proud some day.”

W ith the interest generated by Law­
ton’s ’52 campaign for the Olympics, it 
isn’t hard to believe that Wissinoming 
will indeed be lauding its own Olympic 
champion a few years hence. And when 
it happens, certain alumna and alumni 
of the Lawton School Playground, spe­
cifically the members of the "committee- 
in-charge” , can justifiably claim credit 
for having started the whole thing in 
the first place.
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REPORT OF NCAA OLYMPIC 
FUND CAMPAIGN

By R alph  H. Young, Chairman  
N C A A  Olym pic Finance Committee

The personnel of the NCAA Olympic 
Finance Committee was appointed at the 
45th annual convention of the Associa­
tion at Dallas, Texas, in 1951. The five 
members of the Committee were made 
responsible for the contacting of the 
colleges in the eight NCAA districts, 
as follows:

Districts 1 & 2— Ivan J. Geiger, D i­
rector of Athletics, Massachu­
setts Institute of Technology, 
Cambridge, Mass.

District 3— Horace Renegar, Director 
of Athletics, Tulane Univer­
sity, New Orleans, La.

Districts 4 & 5— Ralph H. Young, D i­
rector of Athletics, Michigan 
State College, East Lansing, 
Mich.

District 6— Dana X . Bible, Director 
of Athletics, University of 
Texas, Austin, Texas.

Districts 7 & 8— Harvey Cassill, D i­
rector of Athletics, Univer­
sity of Washington, Seattle, 
Wash.

The NCAA Olympic Finance Com­
mittee appointed a State Chairman for 
each of the States and, from there on, 
close contact was maintained by members 
of the Committee with the State Chair­
men, all of whom worked hard and 
faithfully.

No less than 232 separate contribu­
tions toward the Olympic Fund were 
obtained by the Committee from col­
leges, universities, associations, collec­
tions at sporting events, industrial con­
cerns, and individuals. A total of 83 
additional contributions were obtained 
from these various sources for the Pan 
American Games.

The breakdown shows that Olympic 
contributions totaled $126 ,272 .15 , of 
which $ 125,922.80 were in amounts of 
$25.00 and over.

Contributions to the Pan American 
Games totaled $29 ,880.24, of which 
$29,747.05 were in amounts of $25.00 
and over.

The breakdown further shows that of 
the $126,272.15 contributed to the 
Olympic Fund, $82,418.80 were re­
ceived from college and $43,853-35 
were received from other sources as 
mentioned above.

Likewise, the breakdown shows that 
of the $29 ,880 .24  received for the Pan 
American Games, the colleges contrib­
uted $24,053-36 and others, as men­
tioned above, contributed $5,826.88.

1952 Olym pic Contributions
$25.00 and over ................  $ 1 2'5,922.80
Under $25.00 .....................  349-35

$126,272.15
1931 Pan A m erican Contributions
$25.00 and over ................  $ 29,747.05
Under $25.00 .....................  133.19

$- 29,880.24
1932 Olym pic Contributions— C olleges  

and Others
Colleges .................................  $ 82 ,418.80
Others ....................................  43,853.35

$126,272.15
1931 Pan A m erican  Contributions— C ol­

leges and Others
Colleges ..............    $ 24 ,053.36
Others ....................................  5,826.88

$ 29,880.24

Many methods were used by the Com­
mittee to raise funds, the most successful 
of which was the procedure adopted by 
certain colleges that made it possible for 
football fans to make contributions at 
one or more of their home varsity foot­
ball games. It is suggested that an effort 
be made to have the majority of the 
colleges in the United States adopt this 
plan for the 1956 Olympics, the result

of which, in the opinion of your Chair­
man, would be to increase materially the 
contributions from this source.

It is further suggested by your,.Com­
mittee that plans for the fund-raising 
for the 1956 Olympics and-from college 
sources be formulated immediately rath­
er than to wait until the year of the next 
Olympics.

COUNSELOR
(<Continued from  page 3 9 ) 

there was no appeal, I enjoyed my hum­
ble contribution to the general effort, 
and as usual I had the enthusiastic and 
ready help of Assistant Secretary Len- 
non to secure witnesses, find places for 
hearings, and accompany me with rec­
ords and evidence to the places I had 
to visit, and it was some job to know 
where to go and whom to see and when. 
I would have been lost without Tommy 
Lennon. The ability of the Treasurer 
Van Camp to handle the thousands of 
cheques, tabs, exchanges, and distribu­
tions at a desk no bigger than a checker­
board fascinated me. A few doors away 
the British had a whole building almost 
entirely devoted to a much smaller task. 
I did not need to know any law con­
cerning the Treasurer. He carried every­
thing needed in one of the most bulging 
pants pockets for a treasury I have ever 
seen.

I apologize for the length of this re­
port. All of it was needed, however.

Beneath interlocked Olympic Circles which top de Coubertin memorial plaque at IOC 
headquarters in Lausanne, Avery Brundage on A ugust 15, 1952, receives keys of office as 
5th President of International Olympic Committee from  predecessor, J . S igfrid  Edstrcm.
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ARMED SERVICES SUPPORT 
OLYMPIC MOVEMENT

I. ARM Y
By L t. C ol. D o n a ld  F. H u ll, A G C

The participation of Army personnel 
in the Olympic Games is traditional; 
and the Army is especially proud to 
have been able to contribute to the na­
tional effort in the 1952 events, while 
at the same time fulfilling other global 
commitments of a different nature.

As early as May, 1951, the Secretary 
of the Army informed the US Olympic 
Committee that the Army was anxious 
to participate as fully as possible in the 
1952 Olympic Games and in July an 
Army circular announced the opportuni­
ties to the troops in the field. This cir­
cular detailed the programs for the 
Army boxing, track and field, and mod­
ern pentathlon champions, and stated a 
general policy o f encouraging and 
assisting participation in regional Olym­
pic tryouts by members of the Army 
who were outstanding in other sports. 
The Adjutant General of the Army was 
given supervision of the Army Olympic 
effort, and Special Services Division of 
his office promptly put the approved 
plan into action.

One of the first steps was to deter­
mine whether the Army should prepare 
a m ilitary  ski patrol for the W inter 
Games. Such a patrol had been thrown 
together hastily in 1948 and the result 
was not good. It was decided that the 
selection of a military ski patrol, based 
on wide competitions among the winter 
and m ountain troops, would be an 
incentive to proficiency in winter ski 
patrol work. However, all concerned 
were o f the opinion that we should 
make a maximum effort, and not a last 
minute try as we were forced to do in 
1948. The Mountain Training Com­
mand at Camp Carson, Col., was willing 
to undertake the effort, but it was deter­
mined that because of the short time 
available, and the heavy training re­
quirements o f the Army, the project 
would be dropped. It is hoped that the 
Army can begin early enough before 
the next Games to get a military ski 
patrol into competition.

The next step was to ferret out some 
potential winners for the traditional 
military event, the modern pentathlon. 
Preliminary competitions were held and 
the outstanding "Pentathletes” began 
their long training grind, while we con­
centrated on the W inter Games.

The w inter sports attracted many 
Army athletes, and nine members of the 
Army were selected for the US W in­
ter Olympic team. One bobsledder (4  
m an), one ski jumper, three speed skat­

ers, two figure skaters (dance pair), one 
hockey player, and one cross-country 
skier wore the US Olympic uniform at 
Oslo, but returned to the olive drab of 
the Army after the W inter Games. This 
group reflected credit upon the Army 
and themselves as they won their share 
of the medals.

The next important Army endeavor 
after the W inter Games was the all- 
Army boxing tournament which was an 
Olympic semi-final competition. This 
tournam ent was held  at Fort M o n ­
mouth, N. J., and was a huge success, 
as every major command sent boxing 
champions from stations all over the 
world to compete. Splendid tournament 
management was effected by First Army 
and Fort M onm outh personnel con ­
cerned. The Department of the Army 
was represented by M ajor F. Don M il­
ler of the Adjutant General’s Office. 
The all-Army boxing champions entered 
the Olympic final tryout as a team. In 
addition, several of the runners-up qual­
ified for the Olympic finals as a second 
Army team was sent to a regional tryout 
at Omaha, Neb. M ajor M iller took both 
the Army teams to these Olympic trials 
and two Army boxers became US cham­
pions and won places on the US Boxing 
team. Several other Army boxers were 
considered for the alternate positions.

The all-Army track and field champi­
ons were next in the Olympic finals, 
a fter a successful inter-service meet 
against the Navy and Air Force. Major 
Oscar W . Burford of the Adjutant Gen­
eral’s Office managed the Army teams 
for both the inter-service and the Olym­
pic finals tryouts. M ajor James Kehoe,

track coach at the University of Mary­
land, was on a short tour of active duty 
and coached the Army team. Four Army 
men earned places on the O lym pic 
Track and Field team.

The Modern Pentathlon tryouts were 
conducted at W est Point, N. Y ., and 
were participated in by contenders from 
the Navy and Air Force as well as the 
Army. The six members finally selected 
to go to Helsinki were all members of 
the Army, as the Air Force and Navy 
competitors were eliminated. The group 
arrived in Finland on July 1, 1952, and 
completed their final training in F in­
land.

The final O lym pic shooting tria ls 
were held at Fort Sheridan, 111., through 
cooperation of the Army and the US 
Olympic Pistol and Rifle Shooting Com­
mittees. Preliminary Army tryouts were 
conducted at installation level through­
out the Army, and culminated in the 
selection of the top three scores in each 
event from  each Army area. These 
scores were then submitted to the Shoot­
ing Committees for further considera­
tion. Approximately twenty members of 
the Army were ordered to the final 
shooting trials, and four members of the 
Army were selected for the US team 
which competed in the International 
Shooting Championships at Oslo, N or­
way, as well as at Helsinki.

Army competitors who were consid­
ered potential US champions by the 
games committees of their respective 
sports were given every practical oppor­
tunity to compete in the Olympic try­
outs. 127 members of the Army partici­
pated in final US Olympic trials and, in 
addition to those already mentioned, the 
Army placed three men on the Olympic 
weightlifting team, two in cycling, one 
in w restling, one in diving, two in

A rm ed Forces Representatives attached to US Olympic party in H elsinki: (I. to r .)  M ajor 
Don A. Rossi, U SA F; Lt. Col. Donald F. H ull, A G C ; Lt. Comdr. J. P. Gutting, USN .
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D uring ceremonies in Korea, X  Corps commander, Maj. Gen. I. D. W hite, accepts US 
Olympic fund sponsor shield from Maj. fam es S. Wilson, corps Special Services Officer, 
for outstanding contribution of $36,611.64 made by X  corps troops to USOC exchequer.

equestrian, one in fencing, one in row­
ing, and two in soccer.

The Adjutant General of the Army 
directs the Army sports program, and it 
was through his office that the multitud­
inous details incident to the Army sup­
port of the US Olympic effort was ac­
complished. Major General Thomas W. 
Herren was the Army representative on 
the US Olympic Executive Board during 
the early planning for the 1952 Games. 
In the Spring of 1952 General Herren 
was assigned duty in Korea, and Major 
General William E. Bergin assumed this 
all-important task. General Bergin was 
unable to accompany the US team to 
Helsinki but sent personal inspirational 
greetings to each Army competitor.

In order to obtain film and photo 
coverage of the military men who had 
won places on the US Olympic team, an 
Army film and photo team was sent to 
Helsinki. Major John Paul Kelly of 
Boston was in charge of this team. Their 
movie film coverage was for dissemi­
nation throughout the Armed Services 
only. Thanks to the splendid assistance 
of the US Olympic officials on duty in 
H elsinki, this Army film  and photo 
team was permitted entry to all events 
and came away with fine pictures and 
movie film  which will be shown at 
US military installations throughout the 
world. These films will be an additional 
incentive for greater participation in the 
Armed Services sports programs, and 
will be a challenge to Service athletes to 
keep in top physical condition in order 
to try for future Olympic teams. The 
Army photo team was also able to assist 
the U SO C  in procuring some badly 
needed still pictures for publication in 
this book.

Army installations from all parts of 
the world contributed funds as well as 
athletes to the support of the US Olym­
pic effort. The total Army contributions 
reached approximately $70,000. Most 
noteworthy of all fund donations was 
the $36,611 .64  contributed by members 
of the Eighth Army in Korea. That the 
soldiers in Korea would dig so deep 
into their pockets to give funds to sup­
port a great US sports team in Helsinki, 
while they themselves were slugging it 
out against the Communists in the mud 
of Korea, is full proof of the sports 
spirit of the youth of America. The 
results at Helsinki justified the faith of 
the men in Korea.

The eleven members of the Army 
who were place and point winners for 
the United States in the 1952 Olympic 
Games, proved the value of continued 
participation by the Army in the na­
tional Olympic effort. A total of forty 
members of the Army were selected for 
both the winter and summer games, and 
all reflected great credit to the Army as 
well as to the United States of America.

II. N A V Y
B y L t. C om d r. J .  P. G u ttin g , U SN

From the individual and combined 
interests and direction from the Secre­
tary of Defense and the Secretary of the 
Navy, the necessary administrative pro­
cedures were established to foster maxi­
mum practicable Navy, Marine Corps, 
and Coast Guard participation in the 
Olympic effort of the United States in
1952.

Olympic aspirants from all over the 
world were carefully screened to deter­
mine which individuals possessed the

basic qualities necessary for successful 
Olympic competition. Selected groups of 
participants were ordered to military in­
stallations throughout the country for 
training and competition in areas partic­
ularly suited for each event. This pro­
cedure allowed excellent coaching facil­
ity and emphasized keen competition in 
preparation for ensuing qualifications 
and trials.

Athletes were assigned temporary 
additional duty orders, at no expense to 
the government in each instance, thus 
enabling them to be employed in their 
normal military responsibility while 
undergoing rigorous training require­
ments. The entire program, including 
cont r i but i ons  to the Ol ympi c  fund 
was financed from non-appropriated 
funds without reflecting upon the tax­
payer.

Officers and enlisted men from the 
Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard 
made up the truly representative group 
which eventually contributed to the suc­
cessful overall 1952 Olympic effort. 
Army and Air Force athletes were in­
vited to train with the Navy group in 
w restling at the Naval Academy; a 
Coast Guard seaman from Cape May 
worked out with a Navy lieutenant from 
Great Lakes; a Marine corporal from 
San Diego received helpful boxing hints 
from a chief machinists mate from Nor­
folk; etc. The Staff Corps was also rep­
resented, as individuals from the Supply 
Corps, Civil Engineering Corps, and 
Medical Corps wore the Navy blue into 
competition.

The extensive Navy effort resulted in 
placing six athletes on the US Winter 
Olympic team; and forty-five more who 
competed in the X V  Games at Helsinki. 
Gold medal winners were recorded in 
rowing (8-oared sh ell), and in boxing 
(heavyweight); silver medal winners 
were recorded in track and field (high 
jum p and ja v e lin ), and swimming 
(100-meters backstroke); bronze medal 
winners were recorded in wrestling 
(136 .5  lb. class), and track and field 
(110-meters high hurdles). Numerous 
fourth, fifth, and sixth places were cap­
tured in swimming, water polo, pistol, 
and rifle.

The far-sighted interest of the US 
Olympic Committee in rendering com­
plete cooperation and guidance to the 
Armed Forces in their mutual endeavor 
was of great benefit to the military serv­
ice as a whole. Military personnel w.th 
ath letic ability were exposed to the 
world's most demanding competition in 
every phase of sport, with the gainful 
result of excellent physical and mental 
conditioning. In this respect, all compet­
itors benefited regardless of the results 
by comparative score.
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News of- the men competing, and the 
re s u lts  o f  th e ir  ev en ts , w ere sen t 
throughout the Fleet and became a mat­
ter of pride within units or commands, 
irrespective of size. For all persons in 
the military service to know that he or 
she has the opportunity to take part in 
the top sporting events of the world is 
in itself a great morale booster, and one 
which is shared with families, schools, 
and community interests throughout the 
United States. The impact of unified 
purpose, exemplified within and outside 
the military service in the form of in­
ternational Olympic participation, is a 
unique expression of the inherent na­
tional desire for the United States to be 
represented with distinction wherever 
there is a challenge.

III. AIR FORCE

By A la jo r  D on  A. R ossi, U SA F

W hen the Secretary of Defense au­
thorized participation of Armed Forces 
personnel in the V lth  Olympic Winter 
Games and the X V th  Olympic Games, 
it marked the first opportunity for the 
Air Force to compete for berths on the 
Olympic team as a separate service.

The Director of Military Personnel 
was charged with the planning and im­
plementation of Air Force participation 
in the 1952 Olympic effort. The respon­
sibility of organizing, directing and 
supervising this program was delegated 
to the Sports Section, Special Services 
Branch, Personnel Services Division.

This responsibilty offered a real chal­
lenge to the Special Services Branch. It 
was necessary that a program be plan­
ned and organized for selecting Air 
Force personnel considered to be poten­
tial Olympic team candidates, and to tie 
in the Air Force sports program with 
the Olympic effort.

In order to accomplish this twofold 
purpose, a study was made of the 1948 
joint Army-Air Force and Navy Olym­
pic training programs. This investiga­
tion assisted the sports staff in defining 
the problem and setting up ways and 
means to achieve the desired ends. 
These problems were defined as fol­
lows: ( 1 )  Setting up the Air Force or­
ganization to conduct necessary elimina­

tions in selected Olympic events; (2 )  
Tying in the Air Force sports program 
with the Olympic effort; ( 3 )  Obtaining 
necessary funds to finance the entire 
program; ( 4 )  Informing all Air Force 
personnel of the Air Force role in the 
United States Olympic effort.

In solving the problem of setting up 
an Air Force organization to conduct 
necessary eliminations, it was necessary 
to devise a plan which would be in 
keeping with good military management 
and yet provide the organizational struc­
ture to produce the Air Force champi­
ons. Travel limitations on military air­
craft and land transportation facilities 
precluded the conduct of true command 
championships. Various major air com­
mands have bases scattered throughout 
the US and the world. Therefore, if 
every one of these commands were to 
sponsor a championship, it would re­
quire considerable air lift of competitors 
and seriously interfere with the mission 
of the Air Force. The solution was the 
establishment of twelve sports confer­
ences according to geographical loca­
tion. A given base then became a mem­
ber of a particular conference. These 
conferences made it possible to conduct 
Air Force top level competition in any 
sports activity, yet in keeping with the 
best interests of the Air Force.

The problem of tying in the general 
program with the Olympic effort neces­
sitated a tremendous amount of liaison 
correspondence with various US Olym­
pic games committees. These committees 
were most cooperative in assisting the 
Sports Section in every manner possible. 
For example, the Air Force boxing tour­
nament was evaluated by the Olympic 
Boxing Committee and sanctioned to be 
an Olympic qualifying tournament. The 
Air Force basketball champions were in­
vited and seeded in 
the National A A U  
championships held 
in Denver. The in­
ter-service track and 
field meet was also 
sanctioned as an O- 
ly m p ic  q u a li fy in g  
meet. Upon the rec­
o m m e n d a tio n s  o f  
these co m m itte e s , 
specialized training 
for Air Force per­
sonnel was conduct­
ed in the following 
activities: basketball, 
boxing, track and 
field, rowing, wres­
tling, fencing, ski­
ing, b o b sled d in g , 
water polo, cycling, 
ice  h o ck ey , r i f l e

shooting, pistol shooting, and modern 
pentathlon.

Another of the major problems con­
fronting  the Sports Section was the 
manner in which the Olympic effort 
would be financed. In 1948, Congress 
appropriated $50,000 for each service 
to defray the cost of undertaking this 
program. However, action was not tak­
en by the 82nd Congress to approve 
a similar appropriation for the 1952 
Olympic effort. Consequently, non-ap- 
propriated funds were made available in 
February 1952 by the Army-Air Force 
Joint W elfare Board which insured the 
operation of the proposed program.

The final problem was to keep Air 
Force personnel informed of Air Force 
participation in the Olympic effort. This 
was accomplished by an information let­
ter to all major commands outlining in 
general the program to be followed in 
qualifying Air Force personnel for the 
Olympic Games.

Special Services officers were kept 
abreast o f the program through the 
monthly Personnel Services Newsletter, 
the Armed Forces Press and Radio Serv­
ices, and the Air Force Times. They, in 
turn, published this information in the 
base newspapers and inter-departmental 
memoranda.

The Air Force Olympic effort quali­
fied ten representatives for the US 
Olympic team. This group included two 
members of the track and field team, 
two of the basketball team, two of the 
skiing team, and one each of the cy­
cling, shooting, bobsled and ice hockey 
teams.

Air Force personnel gained a total of 
seven m edals in the 1952 O lym pic 
Games; three first place, two second 
place, and two third place awards.

In 1956 the Air Force will endeavor 
to improve on this outstanding perform­
ance.

Friends at home were surprised to learn that they w ere m arch­
ing and competing in Helsinki, not for US, but for \ hdysvallat.
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(A t Left)

J . Sigfrid  Edstrom of Sweden, who retired at con­
clusion of 1952 Olympic Games from  Presidency of 

International Olympic Committee, having given  

six years of distinguished service to this high  

office as cap-stone to forty-year career of active 

and effective participation in Olympic movement.

( Below )
On behalf of IOC, President Edstrom receives 

official Olympic Flag for 1952 Games’ duration 

from  hands of Lord Mayor Eero Rydman of H el­
sinki. Participating in ceremony are ( le ft)  Otto 

M ayer, Chancellor of IOC, and Sir Frederick  

W ells, who earlier delivered Flag from  London 

w here it had been in safe-keeping since 1948 

Games.
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Games of the XVth Olympiad

Helsinki, Finland 

July 19 to August 3, 1952
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HOW TH E M ED ALS W E R E  D ISTIRIBUTED

This table indicates the number of medals won by the representatives of the various nations in the XVth Olympic Games; 
it is not an official ranking list. All types of medals are included (gold for 1st piace, silver for 2nd place, bronze for 3rd 
place). In team sports a single medal only is tabulated for each place.
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U .S .A . 31 1 5 1 - 2 3 3 2 18 6 4 40 19 17 76

U.S.S.R. 17 1 4 1 - - - - 22 - - 3 - 4 - 7 10 22 30 17 69

H U N G A R Y 5 - 1 3 - - 6 1 8 - 3 - - 3 8 - 4 16 10 16 42

S W E D E N  * 3 - Is 4 - 4 1 1 2 - 2 - 3 3 2 - 8 12 13 34^

G E R M A N Y 8 - ■ i 3 2 4’ - - 1 - - 1 1 - 2 - - - 7 I65 23i

IT A L Y 2 - - 5 - 8 - - - - 1 - 1 - 1 8 9 20^

F IN L A N D 1 - 3 6 - - - - 1 - 1 1 1 2 - - 4 6 3 11 20

F R A N C E 2 - 2 1 3 3 - - - - 2 - - 4 - - 6 6 54 I7 j

S W IT Z E R L A N D 1 - - - - 1 2 - 7 - - 2 - 1 - - - 2 6 6 14

C Z E C H O S L O V A K IA 5 - 1 3 1 1 2 7 3 3 13

A U S T R A L IA 4 3 2 1 1 - 6 2 3 11

G R E A T  B R IT A IN 5 - - - 1 1 - - - 1 - - 1 - 1 - 1 1 2 8 II

J A P A N - 4 3 - 2 1 6 2 9

S O U T H  A F R IC A 2 - - 3 - - - - - - - - - 1 - - 2 4 81

IR A N - 2 5 - 3 4 7

D E N M A R K - - 3 1 - 1 1 - - - - 1 1 - - - - 2 1 2? H

N O R W A Y 3 2 - - 3 2 - 5

J A M A IC A 5 2 3 - 5

N E T H E R L A N D S 1 1 3 5 - 5

A R G E N T IN A 1 - I? 1 1 - 1 2 I 5 41

B E L G IU M 3 1 2 2 - 4

P O L A N D 2 1 1 1 2 1 4

R U M A N IA - I j - — - - ~ - - - - - 2 - - - 1 1 Is 31

T U R K E Y 3 2 - 1 3

C A N A D A - - - 1 - - - - - - — - - 1 - 1 - 1 2 - 3

Y U G O S L A V IA 1 1 - 1 1 2 - 3

B R A Z IL 2 1 1 - 2 3

N E W  Z E A L A N D 2 1 1 - 2 3

IN D IA 1 1 1 - 1 2

L U X E M B U R G 1 1 1

C H IL E 2 - - 2 - 2

A U S T R IA 2 1 1 2

L E B A N O N 2 - 1 1 2

T R IN ID A D - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 - - - 2 2

U R U G U A Y - 1 1 2 2

EIRE 1 1 - 1

M E X IC O - 1 1 - 1

S P A IN 1 1 - 1

K O R E A 1 >3 I3
E G Y P T 1 1 1

P O R T U G A L 1 1 1

V E N E Z U E L A 1 1 1

B U L G A R IA * - * *

#  No bronze medals were presented in 

* In boxing, Sweden’s heavyweight fi

Boxing, but a half is credited to each of the beaten 

nalist was disqualified and obtained no silver medal,

semi-finalists. 

3ut is indudec as his second place is not in dispute.



XV th OLYM PIC GAMES BIGGEST OF ALL

New and im pressive records were 
established for total number of athletes 
and total number of nations participat­
ing in international competition when 
the X V th  Olympic Games were held in 
Helsinki, capital city of Finland, from 
July 19 to August 3, 1952. Five thou­
sand e ig h t hundred and sixty-seven 
competitors (5 ,2 9 4  men; 573 women) 
actually took part in the Games, and 
they came from these 69 countries: 

Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bel­
gium, Bermuda, Brazil, British Guiana, 
Bulgaria, Burma, Canada, Ceylon, Chile, 
China, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, 
D utch  W est Ind ies, Egypt, F inland, 
France, Germany, Gold Coast, Great 
B rita in , G reece, G uatem ala, H ong 
Kong, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indo­
nesia, Iran, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamai­
ca, Japan, Korea, Liechtenstein, Luxem­
burg, Mexico, Monaco, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Pakis­
tan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philip­
pines, Poland, Portugal, Puerto Rico, 
Rumania, Saar, Singapore, South Africa, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, 
Trinidad, Turkey, USSR, United States, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yugo­
slavia.

The President of Finland, J. K. Paasi- 
kivi, declared the X V th  Olympiad open 
exactly 44 years after the Bishop of 
Pennsylvania, preaching in St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, London, on July 19, 1908, 
said : "T h e  im portant thing in the 
Olympic Games is not so much to have 
been victorious as to have taken part.” 

Sixty-seven nations were represented 
in the Opening Ceremony, the teams 
being led into the arena by Greece, with 
Finland, the host country, in the rear.

The Olympic Torch was carried into 
the Stadium and borne round the arena 
by Paavo Nurmi, Finland’s most famous 
athlete, and in turn the torch was 
passed to Hannes Kolehmainen, who lit 
the Flame at the top of the tower.

The torch, originally lit by the sun’s 
rays at Olympia in Greece, was carried 
by relay runners to Athens and then 
transported in a mining lamp by air to 
Denmark. It was ferried from Copen­
hagen to Malmo in Southern Sweden 
and then carried by runners, motor-cy­
clists, and cyclists via Stockholm to the 
Finnish border. In Finland runners car­
ried the torch along the entire route to 
Helsinki.

In track and field, backbone of the 
Olympic program, the groups of com­
petitors were crowded ones. In the 24 
men’s events there were 995 individual 
entries, 26 teams for the 4 x 100 meters 
relay and 24 for the 4 x 400 meters 
relay. In the eight individual women’s 
events there were 267 entries, and 15 
teams for the 4 x 100 meters relay. F if­
ty-seven different countries entered the 
men’s events, thirty-nine the women’s. 
Two of the countries entering the wom­
en’s events— Bermuda and Singapore—  
did not enter the men’s.

In the 24 men's events, 25 of the 57 
countries put one or more athletes in the 
first six places. Eight countries provided 
Olympic Champions as follows: United 
States ( 1 4 ) ,  Czechoslovakia ( 3 ) ,  Jam ai­
ca ( 2 ) ,  Brazil, Hungary, Italy, Luxem­
burg and Sweden one apiece. Sixteen 
nations had one or more athletes in the 
first three places.

So far as total male athletes in the 
first six were concerned, four nations

only—  United States (3 4 ) ,  USSR ( 2 0 ) ,  
Great Britain (1 5 )  and Germany (1 1 )  
— achieved double figures. Forty-nine of 
the competing nations did not produce 
an Olympic winner, and 32 did not 
place one single athlete in the first six.

In the women’s events 13 of the 39 
competing countries had one or more 
athletes in the first six. The USSR (1 5 )  
had nearly as many as the next two na­
tions added together. Victories in the 
nine women’s events were shared among 
six nations— Australia ( 3 ) ,  USSR ( 2 ) ,  
Czechoslovakia, New Zealand, South 
Africa and United States one apiece.

The President o f the O rganizing  
Committee of the X V th  Olympiad was 
Erik von Frenckell and the Director of 
Organization General A. E. Martola.

J. Sigfrid Edstrdin (Sweden) retired 
as President of the International Olym­
pic Committee at the conclusion of the 
Games and was succeeded by Avery 
Brundage (U S ).

The Ancient Olympic Games took 
place at Olympia in Greece from 776 
B.C. to A.D. 393— and probably for a 
longer period. The Modern Olympic 
Games, revived by the late Baron Pierre 
de Coubertin of France, were first held 
in Athens, Greece, in 1896, and there­
after (war years excepted) every four 
years— the period of an Olympiad.

The 1956 Olympic Games will be 
held in Melbourne, Australia. The 1956 
Olympic W inter Games will be held in 
Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy.
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AT O PEN IN G  CEREM O N Y
To cheers of 73,000 spectators Finland’s team, pride of hos, 
nation, marches into H elsinki’s Olympic Stadium over mud 
topped track *  *  *  Erik von Frenckell, President of Finnish 
Organizing Committee, presents to President Paasikivi o\ 
Finland members of International Olympic Committee am 
of Organizing Committee *  *  *  Paavo N urm i, fam ed Olym 
pic champion, lights sacred fire from Olympic T orch  *  *  s 
M assed choirs and bands render Olympic Hymn as fire i. 
likewise lit atop stadium tower *  *  *  Olympic Oath is pro 
nounced on behalf of assembled athletes by H eikki Savolai 
nen, m em ber of Finnish team



US OFFICIAL P A R T Y  A T HELSINKI

A D M IN IS T R A T IV E  O F F IC IA L S
Avery Brundage, President, Chicago, 111.
Gustavus T. Kirby, President Emeritus, Bedford Hills, N. Y. 
Kenneth L. Wilson, V ice President, Chicago, 111.
Owen V. Van Camp, Treasurer, Chicago, 111.
J. Lyman Bingham, Executive D irector, Chicago, 111.
John T. McGovern, Counselor, New York City 
Jeremiah T. Mahoney, Executive B oard, New York City 
Douglas F. Roby, Executive Board, Detroit, Mich.
John Jewett Garland, I.O .C. M em ber, San Marino, Cal. 
Thomas F. Lennon, Asst. S-ecy., New York City 
Ralph H. Young, Asst. Treas., East Lansing, Mich.
T. Nelson Metcalf, Adm inistration O fficer and Chairman o f  

C om m ittee on D octors, N urses, and Trainers, Chicago, 
1 1 1 .

H. Jamison Swarts, Supplies & E quipm ent Chairman, Phila­
delphia, Pa.

Charles L. Ornstein, F ood  Sc H ousing Chairm an, N. Y . City 
Daniel J. Ferris, Pre Sc Post C om petition  Chairman, New 

York, N. Y.
James F. Simms, Transportation Chairm an, New York City 
W illis O. Hunter, A dm inistrative Asst., Los Angeles, Cal. 
Charles E. J. Kunz, A dm inistrative Asst., New York City 
Marion H. Miller, A dm inistrative Asst., Kansas City, Mo.
W . R. Schroeder, A dm inistrative Asst., Los Angeles, Cal. 
Sanders S. Sims, A dm inistrative Asst., Asheville, N. C.
Albert F. W heltle, A dm inistrative Asst., Baltimore, Md.
Henry A. Matis, A ttache, Helsinki, Finland
George L. Gardner, Pub. R elations D irector, Chicago, 111.
Carl Olson, F ood  Sc H ousing Asst., Pittsburgh, Pa.
Catherine D. Meyer, F ood  Sc H ousing Asst., Glen Rock, N .J. 
George N. North, Steivard, Burlingame, Cal.

M E D IC A L  S T A F F
Dr. Harry R. McPhee Team  Physician, Princeton, N. J.
Dr. Richard W . You Team  Physician, Honolulu, T. H. 
Margaret E. Small Team  Nurse, Burlingame, Cal.

A R M ED  FO RC ES L IA ISO N  O F F IC E R S
Lt. Col. Donald F. Hull, U. S. A .. W ashington, D. C.
Lt. Comdr. J. P. Gutting, U. S. N ., Washington, D. C.
M ajor Don A. Rossi, U. S. A. F., W ashington, D. C.

T R A IN E R S
W illiam  J. Fallon, Annapolis, Md.
Joseph H. Glander, Norman, Okla.
Elmer I. Hill, Urbana, 111.
M ilford K. Howard, Auburn, Ala.
Robert A. Peterson, Berkeley, Cal.
Edward J. W ojecki, Houston, Tex.
Edward G. Zanfrini, Princeton, N. J.

B A S K E T B A L L
Howard A. Hobson, manager, New Haven, Conn.
James E. Coogan, manager, New Haven, Conn.
John Warren Womble coach, Peoria, 111.
Dr. Forrest C. Allen, asst, coach , Lawrence, Kans.
Ronald Y. Bontemps, Peoria, 111.
Marcus R. Freiberger, Peoria, 111.
Victor W . Glasgow, Bartlesville, Okla.
Charles M. Hoag, Oak Park, 111.
W illiam  C. Hougland, Lawrence, Kans.

Robert E. Kenney, W infield, Kans.
John F. Keller, Lawrence, Kans.
Melvin D. Kelley, McCune, Kansas 
Robert A. Kurland, Bartlesville, Okla.
W illiam B. Lienhard, Newton, Kans.
Clyde E. Lovellette, Lawrence, Kans.
Frank R. McCabe, Peoria, 111.
Daniel L. Pippin, Creve Coeur, 111.
Howard E. Williams, Washington, 111.

B O X IN G
Dr. Barry J. Barrodale m anager , Houma, La.
James T. Owen, coach, Baton Rouge, La.
Peter E. Mello, coach, Brooklyn, N. Y .
Charles Adkins, Gary, Ind.
Ernest Anthony, Jr., New York City 
Robert L. Bickle, Hoisington, Kans.
Nathan E. Brooks, Cleveland, Ohio 
Edson Brown, New York City 
Louis A. Gage, San Francisco, Cal.
Norvel L. Lee, Washington, D. C.
David Moore, Springfield, Ohio 
Floyd Patterson, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Joseph Reynolds, St. Louis, Mo.
Hayes E. Sanders, Los Angeles, Cal.
Archie G. Slaten, Jr., Chattanooga, Tenn.
Charles W . Spieser, Detroit, Mich.
Ellsworth W ebb, Los Angeles, Cal.

C A N O E IN G
W alter Haner, Jr., m anager-coach, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
John J. Anderson, Yonkers, N. Y.
Paul Bochnewich, Yonkers, N. Y.
Michael N. Budrock, Yonkers, N. Y.
John H. Eiseman, Bethesda, Md.
John A. Haas, Philadelphia, Pa.
Frank B. Havens, Arlington, Va.
Thomas F. Horton, Silver Spring, Md.
Frank J. Krick, Philadelphia, Pa.
W illiam H. Schuette, Washington, D. C.

C Y C L IN G
Herbert Hoffman, m anager, Middlesex-Dunellen, N. J. 
Raymond A. Smith, coach, Paterson, N. J.
Harry G. Backer, San Diego, Cal.
Frank P. Brilando, Chicago, 111.
Richard W . Cortright, Buffalo, N. Y.
Steve E. Hromjak, Cleveland, Ohio 
James G. Lauf, Hydes, Md.
Thomas R. Montemage, Buffalo, N. Y.
Thomas C. O ’Rourke, Detroit, Mich.
David S. Rhoads, San Jose, Cal.
Ronald D. Rhoads, San Jose, Cal.
Donald T. Sheldon, Nutley, N. J.

E Q U E ST R IA N
Maj. Gen. Guy V. Henry, manager, Chevy Chase, Md. 
Colonel John W . Wofford, coach. Milford, Kan.
Major Robert J. Borg, The Dallas, Ore.
Norman E. Brinker, Roswell, N. M.
Marjorie B. Haines, Gwynedd Valley, Pa.
Charles G. Hough, Hollywood, Cal.
W illiam M. James, Jr., Chesterfield, Mo.
Arthur J. McCashin, Pluckemin, N. J.
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Hartmann H. Pauly, San Francisco, Cal.
M ajor John W . Russell, New Cumberland, Pa.
W alter G. Staley, jr ., M exico, Mo.
W illiam  C. Steinkraus, W estport, Conn.
John E. B. W offord, M iltord, Kan.

F E N C IN G
Stanley Stephen Sieja, manager, Princeton, N. J.
Rene Pinchart, coach, New Y ork  City 
George Leslie Santelli, coach, New Y ork  City 
Miguel A. De Capriles, captain, Pleasantville, N . Y .
Norm an C. Armitage, Clemson, S. C.
Albert Axelrod, New York City 
Dr. Daniel Bukantz, N ew  Y ork City 
Polly Craus, Hollywood, Cal.
Jose De Capriles, Chappaqua, N . Y .
Silvio Giolito, New York City 
Harold D. Goldsmith, New York City 
Byron Krieger, Detroit, Mich.
Allan S. Kwartler, Bronx, N . Y .
Nathaniel Lubell, New Y ork City 
Dr. Paul T. Makler, Merion, Pa.
M axine Mitchell, Los Angeles, Cal.
Dr. Tibor Nyilas, Elmhurst, L. I., N . Y .
Alfred Skrobisch, New Y ork City 
James Strauch, New Y ork  City 
A lex Treves, New Y ork  City 
Edward Vebell, New York City 
Albert W olff, Louisville, Ky.
George V. W orth, Fresh Meadows, L. I., N . Y  
Janice Lee York, Hollywood, Cal.

G Y M N A S T IC S  (m e n )
Frank J. Cumiskey, manager, W estwood, N . J.
Thomas E. Maloney, coach, U . S. Military Academy, W est 

Point, N . Y .
John G. Beckner, Los Angeles, Cal.
Lt. Comdr. W alter C. Blattman, Annapolis, Md.
Vincent D'Autorio, Newark, N . J.
Donald J. Holder, Tallahassee, Fla.
W illiam  R. Roetzheim, Chicago, 111.
Edward J. Scrobe, Bronx, N. Y .
Charles O. Simms, Los Angeles, Cal.
Robert H. Stout, Philadelphia, Pa.

G Y M N A S T IC S  (w o m en )
Roberta R. Bonniwell, m anager-coach, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Consetta A. Lenz, chaperone, Baltimore, Md.
M arian T. Barone, Ocean City, N . J.
Dorothy C. Dalton, Bloomfield, N . J.
M eta Elste, Chicago, 111.
Ruth C. Grulkowski, Chicago, 111.
Marie M. Hoesly, Monroe, W is.
Doris A. Kirkman, Elizabeth, N . J.
Clara S. Lomady, Philadelphia, Pa.
Ruth E. Topalian, New Y ork City

M O D E R N  P E N T A T H L O N
Gail F. W ilson, manager, San Antonio, Tex.
Lt. Col. Donald F. Hull, officer in charge, Arlington, Va.
Lt. Frederick L. Denman, Highland Falls, N . Y .
Lt. Harlan W . Johnson, Urbana, 111.
W . Thad M cArthur, Lewiston, Idaho 
Captain Guy Kent Troy, Passa-Grille, Fla.

R O W IN G
Thomas D. Bolles, manager, Cambridge, Mass.
W illiam  J. Hippie, asst, m anager, Philadelphia, Pa.
Russell S. Callow, coach, Annapolis, Md.

R. Harrison Sanford, asst, coach, Ithaca, N . Y .
George Pocock, boatm an, Seattle, W ash.
James J. Beggs, Portland, Ore.
Bernard P. Costello, Detroit, Mich.
John B. Davis, Selma, Ala.
Robert M. Detweiler, Phoenix, Ariz.
James R. Dunbar, Darlington, Ind.
W illiam  B. Fields, Forsyth, Ga. 
lames T. Fifer, Tacoma, W ash.
W ayne T. Frye, Manchester, Ohio 
Duvall Y . Hecht, Los Angeles, Cal.
W alter M cC. Hoover, Grosse Pointe, Mich.
Dempster M cKee Jackson, San Diego, Cal.
John B. Kelly, Jr ., Philadelphia, Pa.
M att F. Leanderson, Alderwood M anor, W ash.
Charles Paul Logg, Monmouth Junction, N . J.
Carl M. Lovsted, Seattle, W ash.
Charles D. M anring, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 
Charles J. M cllvaine, Philadelphia, Pa.
John D. M cKinlay, Detroit, Mich.
Louis K . M cM illan, Pine Bluff, Ark.
Richard F. Murphy, Oaklyn, N . J.
Thomas S. Price, Eatontown, N . J.
Henry A. Proctor, Independence, Ore.
Albert Rossi, Auburn, W ash.
Frank B. Shakespeare, Annapolis, Md.
Edward G. Stevens, Jr., Detroit, Mich.
W illiam  E. Thurman, Danville, Ky.
Alvin E. Ulbrickson, Seattle, W ash.
Richard W . W ahlstrom , Seattle, W ash.
James C. W elsh, Boulder City, Nev.
Charles E. W hite, Oswego, Ore.
Edward R. W orth , South Plainfield, N . J.

S H O O T IN G
Frank T. Parsons, Jr ., captain, Chevy Chase, Md.
Colonel Charles G. Rau, Executive O fficer, Arlington, Va. 
M ajor George E. Leppig, A djutant, Cleveland Heights, Ohio  
Huelet Leo Benner, Canal Zone, Panama 
A rthur C. Jackson, Brooklyn, N . Y .
W illiam  W . M cM illan, Quantico, Va.
Robert K . Sandager, Minneapolis, Minn.
Emmet Oscar Swanson, Minneapolis, Minn.
H arry W . Reeves, Detroit, Mich.

SO C C ER
W alter J. Giesler, manager, Clayton, Mo.
John W . W ood, coach, Oak Park, 111.
Robert L. Burkhard, St. Louis, Mo.
Charles M. Columbo, St. Louis, Mo.
W illiam  A. Conterio, Chicago, 111.
Ellwood E. Cook, St. Louis, Mo.
John F. Dunn, Philadelphia, Pa.
Andrew R. Keir, Los Angeles, Cal.
Harry J. Keough, St. Louis, Mo.
Martin A. Krumm, San Diego, Cal.
Ruben M. Mendoza, Granite City, 111.
Edward J. M cH ugh, Jr., St. Louis, Mo.
Lloyd Monsen, Brooklyn, N . Y .
W illy Schaller, Maspeth, L. I., N . Y .
W illiam  R. Sheppell, Kearny, N . J.
John Souza, Glendale, L. I., N . Y .
Lawrence C. Surock, Baltimore, Md.

S W IM M IN G  (m e n )
Edward T. Kennedy, manager, New Y ork, N . Y .
Charles O. Roeser, associate manager, Lansdowne, Pa. 
Matthew Mann, coach, Ann Arbor, Mich.
Michael Peppe, coach o f  divers, Columbus, Ohio 
M iller A. Anderson, Columbus, Ohio 
David G. Browning, Jr., Dallas, Tex.
John Collier Calhoun, Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
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Entrance to Olympic Village.

Frank M. Chamberlain, Ashland, Ky.
Richard F. Cleveland, Honolulu, T. H.
Robert L. Clotworthy, Mountainside, N. J.
Frank Martin Dooley, East Haven, Conn.
Ronald Francis Gora, Chicago, 111.
Gerald Roy Holan, Columbus, Ohio 
Burwell Otis Jones, Pontiac, Mich.
Ford Konno, Honolulu, T. H.
Samuel Lee, Los Angeles, Cal.
John W . McCormack, Los Angeles, Cal.
James P. McLane, New Haven, Conn.
Wayne R. Moore, Nichols, Conn.
Monte M. Nitzkowski, Huntington Beach, Cal. 
Yoshinobu Oyakawa, Honolulu, T. H.
Gaither Rosser, Chicago, 111.
Clarke C. Scholes, Highland Park, Mich.
Donald A. Shelf, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Allan M. Stack, Hingham, Mass.
Bowen D. Stassforth, Iowa City, la.
Jack G. N. Taylor, Akron, Ohio 
Wallace P. W olf, Los Angeles, Cal.
William Tripp Woolsey, Honolulu, T. H.

S W IM M IN G  (w o m en )

Elsie V. Jennings, co-m anager, New York City 
J. Edwin Aspinall, co-m anager, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Richard O. Pappenguth, coach, Lafayette, Ind. 
Joan Alderson, Chicago, 111.
Julia M. Cornell, Portland, Ore.
Mary G. Freeman, Washington, D. C.
Carol Helen Frick, Woodside, N. Y .
Sharon Geary, Long Beach, Cal.
Carolyn V. Green, Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Juno S. Irwin, Los Angeles, Cal.
Zoe Ann Olson Jensen, Oakland, Cal.
Evelyn Tokue Kawamoto, Honolulu, T. H. 
Jacqueline C. LaVine, Chicago, 111.
Patricia Joan McCormick, Long Beach, Cal.
Paula Jean Myers, Covina, Cal.
Deliaha Meulenkamp, Mill Valley, Cal.
Cora Lee May O'Connor, Worcester, Mass.
Gail Peters, Washington, D. C.
Judith T. Roberts, Indianapolis, Ind.
Idella M. Sehorn, Portland, Ore.

Barbara Lynn Stark, Orinda, Cal.
Marilee Stepan, Winnetka, 111.

T R A C K  A N D  F IE L D  (m e n )

Harold Berliner, asst, manager, San Francisco, Cal. 
Robert J. Kane, manager, Ithaca, N. Y .
Lawrence E. Houston, asst, manager, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Pincus Sober, asst, manager, New York City 
Brutus Hamilton, coach, Berkeley, Cal.
Clyde Littlefield, asst, coach, Austin, Tex.
Lawrence N. Snyder, asst, coach, Columbus, Ohio 
Charles D. Werner, asst, coach, State College, Pa. 
Walter S. Ashbaugh, East Liverpool, Ohio 
Horace Ashenfelter, Glen Ridge, N. J.
William N. Ashenfelter, Collegeville, Pa.
Robert H. Backus, Port Washington, L. I., N. Y . 
Walter T. Baker, Elkhart, Kan.
Arthur Barnard, Long Beach, Cal.
John B. Barnes, Long Beach, Cal.
Arnold Betton, St. Louis, Mo.
Jerome C. Biffle, Denver, Colo.
Roland Blackmon, New Orleans, La.
Arthur G. Bragg, Baltimore, Md.
George H. Brown, Jr., Los Angeles, Cal.
Milton Campbell, Plainfield, N. J.
Charles J. Capozzoli, Flushing, L. I., N. Y .
Gerald E. Cole, Lancaster, Ohio 
Theodore Corbitt, Brooklyn, N. Y .
Jack W . Davis, Glendale, Cal.
Walter F. Davis, Nederland, Tex.
John M. Deni, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Harrison W . Dillard, Cleveland, Ohio 
James L. Dillion, Auburn, Ala.
Warren O. Druetzler, La Grange, 111.
Victor J. Dyrgall, Fort Lee, N. J.
Martin S. Engle, Jackson Heights, N. Y .
Samuel M. Felton, Jr., Merion Pa.
James E. Fuchs, Chicago, 111.
James Gathers, Brooklyn, N. Y .
James E. Gerhardt, San Antonio, Tex.
Fortune E. Gordien, Minneapolis, Minn.
Meredith C. Gourdine, Brooklyn, N. Y .
Franklin W . Held, Berkeley, Cal.
C. Darrow Hooper, Fort Worth, Tex.
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Sim G. Iness, Los Angeles, Cal.
Thomas M. Jones, W est Grove, Pa.
Sloss Price King, Jr., Berkeley, Cal.
Henry H. Laskau, Bronx, N. Y .
Donald R. Laz, Aurora, 111.
Robert E. McMillen, Los Angeles, Cal.
J. W . Washburn, Norman, Okla.
Robert B. Mathias, Tulare, Cal.
Ollie Matson, San Francisco, Cal.
George F. Mattos, Santa Cruz, Cal.
William P. Miller, Los Angeles, Cal.
Javier Montez, El Paso, Tex.
Charles H. Moore, Jr., Ithaca, N. Y .
W . Parry O ’Brien, Santa Monica, Cal.
Reginald J. Pearman, Jamaica, N. Y .
Lindy J. Remigino, Hartford, Conn.
Robert E. Richards, LaVerne, Cal.
Harris B. Ross, Woodbury, N. J.
David W . Santee, Lawrence Kan.
George D. Shaw, New York City 
Floyd M. Simmons, Jr., Charlotte, N. C.
Leo A. Sjogren, Brooklyn, N. Y .
Finis D. Smith, Austin, Tex.
Andrew W . Stanfield, Jersey City, N. J.
Curtis C. Stone, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Adolf Wcinacker, Detroit, Mich.
Malvin G. Whitfield, Columbus, Ohio 
Kenneth G. Wiesner, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Frederick L. W ilt, New York City 
Dewey Lee Yoder, Willow Grove, Pa.
Cy C. Young, Modesto, Cal.

T R A C K  A N D  FIE L D  (w om en) 
Lucile E. Wilson, manager-coach, Chicago, 111. 
Constance Darnowski, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Janet Dicks, Camp Hill, Pa.
Dolores A. Dwyer, Woodside, L. I., N. Y .
Mae Faggs, Bayside, L. I., N. Y .
Catherine Hardy, Fort Valley, Ga.
Barbara P. Jones, Chicago, 111.
Mabel M. Landry, Chicago, III.
Marjorie L. Larney, Woodhaven, L. L, N. Y . 
Mary E. McNabb, Atlanta, Ga.
Janet T. Moreau, Pawtucket, R. I.

W A T E R  POLO  
John J. Curren, manager. New York City 
Urho E. Saari, coach, El Segundo, Cal.
Harry A. Bisbey, El Segundo, Cal.
Marvin D. Burns, Fullerton, Cal.

Norman W . Dornblaser, El Segundo, Cal.
Robert E. Hughes, Lancaster, Cal.
Edward L. Jaworski, Bronx, N. Y.
Robert F. Koehler, Long Island City, N. Y.
William A. Kooistra, Chicago, 111.
Norman E. Lake, El Segundo, Cal.
James L. Norris, Inglewood, Cal.
John A. Spargo, El Segundo, Cal.
Peter J. Stange, Venice, Cal.

W E IG H T L IF T IN G
Dietrich Wortmann, manager, New York City 
David Matlin, asst, manager, Los Angeles, Cal.
Robert C. Hoffman, coach, York, Pa.
John B. Terpak, asst, coach, York, Pa.
James Alvin Roy, trainer, Baton Rouge, La.
Clarence Johnson, judge & referee. Highland Park, Mich. 
James E. Bradford, Washington, D. C.
John H. Davis, Brooklyn, N. Y .
Clyde B. Emrich, Chicago, 111.
Peter T. George, Akron, Ohio 
Tommy T. Kono, Sacramento, Cal.
Norbert Schemansky, Detroit, Mich.
Stanley A. Stanczyk, Miami, Fla.
Richard W . S. Tom, Honolulu, T. H.
Richard K. Tomita, Honolulu, T. H.

W R EST LIN G
Buel R. Patterson, manager, Champaign, 111.
Raymond H. Swartz, coach. Annapolis, Md.
Jack Lee Blubaugh, Ponca City, Okla.
Bill D. Borders, Tulsa, Okla.
Samuel J. Coursen, Springfield, Mass.
Leonard J. DeAugustine, Mercer, Pa.
Jay Thomas Evans, Tulsa, Okla.
John A. Fletcher, Warren, R. I.
Herbert L. Haberlach, Clackamas, Ore.
Josiah Henson, Annapolis, Md.
Dan A. Hodge, Great Lakes, 111.
William L. Kerslake, Euclid, Ohio 
Joseph J. Krufka, Plymouth, Pa.
James C. La Rock, Ithaca, N. Y.
Robert H. Peery, Glen Shaw, Pa.
William T. Smith, Cedar Falls, la.
Dale O. Thomas, East Lansing, Mich.
Henry Wittenberg, New York City

Y A C H T IN G
Owen P. Churchill, manager, Los Angeles, Cal.
Millie Kurz Horton, manager, Los Angeles, Cal.
Dr. Britton Chance, Philadelphia, Pa.
Everard C. Endt, New York, N. Y .
Walter S. Gubelmann, Oyster Bay, N. Y.
Gabrielle W . Horton, Los Angeles, Cal.
Joyce Horton, Los Angeles, Cal.
Merrill C. Horton, Los Angeles, Cal.
William L. Horton, Los Angeles, Cal.
William L. Horton, Jr., Los Angeles, Cal.
Charles W . Lapworth, Jr., Sea Beach, Cal.
Edward A. Melaika, South Boston, Mass.
John A. Morgan, Northport, L. I., N. Y .
John W . Price, Miami, Fla.
John S. Reid, Miami, Fla.
Eric Ridder, Locust Valley, N. Y .
Julian K. Roosevelt, Oyster Bay, N. Y.
James M. Schoonmaker, Sewickley, Pa.
Michael Schoettle, Ardmore, Pa.
Paul H. Smart, New York City 
Emelyn Whiton, Jericho, N. Y.
Herman F. Whiton, Jericho, N. Y.
Sumner W . White, III, New York City 
Edgar P. E. White, New York City
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Charles Adkins, Boxing (light-welterweight)

Horace Ashenfelter, III, Track & Field 
(steeplechase)

Huelet Leo Benner, Shooting (free pistol)

Jerome Cousins Biffle, Track & Field 
(broad jump)

Ronald Yngve Bontemps, Basketball

Nathan Eugene Brooks, Boxing (flyweight)

David Greig Browning, Jr., Swimming 
(springboard diving)

Britton Chance, Yachting (5.5-m.)

John Henry Davis, W eightlifting (heavy­
weight)

W alter Francis Davis, Track & Field 
(high jump)

Robert Milan Detweiler, Rowing (8-oar)

William Harrison Dillard, Track & Field 
(110-m. hurdles, 400-m. relay)

James Ralph Dunbar, Rowing (8-oar)

Mae Faggs, Track & Field (W . 400-m. relay)
William Beauford Fields, Rowing (8-oar)

Marcus Ross Freiberger, Basketball

Wayne Thomas Frye, Rowing (8-oar)
Peter T. George, W eightlifting (middle- 

wei ght)
Victor Wayne Glasgow, Basketball

W alter Stanley Gubelmann, Yachting (6-m.)

Catherine Hardy, Track & Field (W . 400-m. 
relay)

Frank Benjamin Havens, Canoeing 
(10,000-m. Canadian singles)

Charles Monroe Hoag, Basketball

William Marion Houghland, Basketball

Sim Garland Iness, Track & Field (discus 
throw)

Barbara Pearl Jones, Track & Field 
(W . 400-m. relay)

John Frederick Keller, Basketball

Melvin Dean Kelley, Basketball

Robert Earl Kenney, Basketball

Ford Hiroshi Konno, Swimming (1500-m. 
freestyle, 800-m. relay)
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Tommy Tamio Kono, W eightlifting (light­
weight)

Robert Albert Kurland, Basketball

Norvel LaFollette Ray Lee, Boxing (light- 
heavy weight)

Samuel Lee, Swimming (highboard diving)

William Barner Lienhard, Basketball

Charles Paul Logg, Jr., Rowing (pair 
without)

Clyde Edward Lovellette, Basketball
Charles David Manring, Rowing (8-oar)

Robert Bruce Mathias, Track & Field 
(decathlon)

Frank Reilly McCabe, Basketball

Patricia Keller McCormick, Swimming
(springboard diving, highboard diving)

James Price McLane, Swimming (800-m. 
relay)

Janet Theresa Moreau, Track & Field 
(W . 400-m. relay)

Charles Hewes Moore, Jr., Track & Field 
(400-m. hurdles)

W ayne Richard Moore, Swimming 
(800-m. relay)

John Adams Morgan, Yachting (6-m.)

Richard Frederick Murphy, Rowing (8-oar)

W illiam Parry O ’Brien, Jr., Track & Field 
(shot put)

Yoshinobu Oyakawa, Swimming (back-

Floyd Patterson, Boxing (middleweight)

Dan Luther Pippin, Basketball

Thomas Steele Price, Rowing (pair without)

Henry Arthur Proctor, Rowing (8-oar)

Lindy John Remigino, Track & Field 
(100-m., 400-m. relay)

Robert Eugene Richards, Track & Field 
(pole vault)

Eric Ridder, Yachting (6-m.)

Julian Kean Roosevelt, Yachting (6-m .)

Hayes Edward Sanders, Boxing (heavy­
weight)

Norbert Schemansky, W eightlifting (middle- 
heavyweight)

Michael Schoettle, Yachting (5.5-m.)

Clarke Currie Scholes, Swimming (100-m. 
freestyle)

Frank Bradford Shakespeare, Rowing (8-oar)

W illiam T. Smith, W restling (welterweight)

Finis Dean Smith, Track & Field 400-m. 
relay)

Andrew William Stanfield, Track & Field 
(200-m., 400-m. relay)

Edward G. Stevens, Jr., Rowing (8-oar)

Edgar Pardee Earle W hite, Yachting (5.5-m .)

Sumner W . W hite, III, Yachting (5.5-m .)

Malvin Greston Whitfield, Track & Field 
(800-m.)

Herman Frasch W hiton, Yachting (6-m .)

Howard Earl Williams, Basketball

W illiam Tripp Woolsey, Swimming 
(800-m. relay)

Cy C. Young, Track & Field (javelin throw)
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MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD
Report of Committee Chairman

By P incus S o b er

The US Olympic M en’s Track and 
Field Committee, consisting of seven 
men nominated by the Amateur Athletic 
Union and seven by the National Col­
legiate Athletic Association, held its 
organization meeting in Washington,
D. C , on January 8, 1950. The follow­
ing officers were selected: Pincus Sober 
of New York, Chairman; James Kelly 
of Minneapolis, Minn., Vice-Chairman; 
and Lawrence E. Houston of Los Ang­
eles, Cal., Secretary. In addition, Robert 
J. Kane of Ithaca, N. Y ., was selected 
as representative on the US Olympic 
Committee.

The Committee first concerned itself 
with the Pan American Games to be 
held in 1951. A separate report, dealing 
solely with this phase of its activities, 
appears elsewhere in this volume.

Once the Pan American Games were 
over, the Committee buckled down to 
its principal task, i.e., preparation for 
and organization of the M en’s Track 
and Field Team for the Olympic Games 
of 1952.

Fund-raising was early recognized as 
one of the Committee’s primary obliga­
tions. Including receipts from the final 
tryouts at Los A ngeles, the sum of 
$135,000 was specifically earmarked for 
m en’s track and field , the greatest 
amount ever credited to any single 
sport. This amount was more than suffi­
cient to cover not only the entire ex­
penses of men’s track and field for the 
Olympic Games, but also for the Pan 
American Games of 1951.
In addition, other substantial amounts 
not so specifically earmarked were un­
doubtedly contributed to the Olympic 
fund from sources at least in part attrib­
utable to track and field.

Your Chairman deplores undue em­
phasis upon the "earmarking” of funds 
for different sports, not all of which 
are capable of raising substantial sums. 
W hile the fund-raising possibilities of 
each separate sport should of course be 
capitalized to the fullest extent, it is not 
entirely fair to pit one sport against 
another in this regard. An integrated 
four-year program by the United States 
Olympic Association, utilizing all sports 
activities, can best produce the necessary 
results. W e believe this is universally 
accepted in principle; it is sincerely 
hoped it may be put into active practice.

Careful consideration was given to 
the method of selection of the team, 
and it was again decided to base selec­
tion solely upon results at the final try­
outs. B lessed as we are with such a 
wealth of athletic talent from every sec­
tion of the nation, we believe strict ad­
herence to such policy fairest for all 
concerned. Only in this way can sec­
tional and partisan pressures be avoided. 
W e recommend its continuance in the 
future.

Continuing the successful procedure 
of 1948, it was first decided to limit 
entries in the final tryouts to twelve in 
each event, six to qualify from the N a­
tional Collegiate (N C A A ) Champion­
ships at Berkeley, Cal., June 13-14, and 
six from the AAU American Champi­
onships at Long Beach, Cal., June 20- 
21. This, however, was later augmented 
by addition of the winners of the Inter- 
Service Championships (Army-Navy- 
Air Force) at Long Beach, June 7-8.

Holding all the tryout meets in one 
section o f the country on successive 
week-ends is a most desirable arrange­
m e n t, and on e  it is hop ed  can  be 
worked out for future Olympic years.

The following sub-committees were 
appointed for events not part of the 
regular final tryout program: 

D E C A T H L O N
H arold  B erlin er, San Francisco , 

Cal. (C hairm an )
Albert R. Post, Bloomfield, N. J. 
Lawrence E. Houston, Los Ange­

les, Cal.

Pincus Sober 
Chairman and Asst. M anager

1 C A L K IN G  
Sebastian E. Linehan, Cincinnati, 

O. ( C hairm an)
Seymour Lieberman, Houston, Tex.

M A R A T H O N
Fred A. Travalena, Sr., New York 

( Chairm an )
Albert T. Hart, Boston, Mass. 
Michael Portanova, Los Angeles, 

Cal.

The national championships of the 
AAU in the 10,000-meters run, 10,000- 
and 50,000-meters walks, Decathlon 
and Marathon were all designated final 
Olympic tryouts as well.

The 10,000-meters run was held as 
part o f the A A U  cham pionships at 
Long Beach, Cal., on June 20, 1952.

The 10,000-meters walk was held in 
New York City on June 1, 1952, under 
the sponsorship o f the Y M H A  and 
Y W H A .

The 50,000-meters walk was held in 
Baltimore, Md., under the auspices of 
the Baltimore Neivs-Post.

The Decathlon was held at Tulare, 
Cal., home town of Olympic Champion 
Bob Mathias, on July 1-2, 1952, under 
the very able sponsorship of the Elks 
Club of Tulare.

Upon recommendation of the Mara­
thon sub-committee, a selection plan 
similar to that in effect for the 1948 
Olympic Games was adopted. Under

MEN’S TRA CK AND FIELD COMMITTEE
Pincus Sober, C hairm an , New York, N. Y.
James Kelly, V ice-Chairm an, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Lawrence E. Houston, Secretary, Los Angeles, Cal.

Brutus Hamilton 
H ead Track Coach

Harold Berliner, San Francisco, Cal. 
Herman J. Fischer, Chicago, 111. 
Brutus Hamilton, Berkeley, Cal. 
Robert J. Kane, Ithaca, N. Y . 
Seymour Lieberman, Houston, Texas

Charles D. W erner, State College, Pa.

Clyde Littlefield, Austin, Texas 
Bernie A. Moore, Birmingham, Ala. 
Albert R. Post, Bloomfield, N. J. 
Edwin F. Schaefer, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Lawrence N. Snyder, Columbus, O.

<  T hrough maze of hurdles
goes final race for  
Olympic championship.

71



T R A C K  & F IE L D  T EA M
Back row  ( standing, I to r )  : Theodore Corbitt, M eredith G ourdine, G eorge Brown, James Gathers, Asst. M gr. 
P incus Sober, G eorge Shaw, Jerom e Biffle, Reginald Pear man, A rnold Betton, J. W . M ashburn, W esley Santee, 
Thane Baker, A rthur Barnard, Jack Davis, Lindy Rem igino, Ollie Matson, James Gerhardt, Arthur Bragg, Darroiv 
H ooper, Broivning Ross, Kenneth W eisner.
Front row ( kneeling, I. to r .)  : Fortune G ordien, M anager Robert Kane, Roland Blackman, Andrew  Stanfield, H enry  
Laskau, Lee Y od er, Thomas Jones, Victor Dyrgall, H orace A shenfelter.

this plan, the US Marathon champion­
ships of 1951 and 1952, together with 
the Boston Marathon of 1952, were 
designated "qualifying races’’, with the 
winner of the 1952 championship ( if  
eligible) and two others with the "best 
average score” in all three races to be 
selected for the Olympic team.

Victor Dyrgall of New York, winner 
of the 1952 championship and Tom 
Jones, who had finished 2nd, 2nd, and 
3rd respectively of the eligible Ameri­
cans in the three races, were clearly en­
titled to selection. There was, however, 
a difference of opinion in the sub-com­
mittee as to the third man for the team. 
John Lafferty of Boston had finished 
2nd in the 1951 race, and 11th and 5th 
in the two 1952 runs. Ted Corbitt of 
New York had finished 13th in 1951, 
and 6th and 3rd in 1952. The dispute 
was as to the method of scoring. Elimi­
nating only ineligible foreign athletes 
from the scoring would give Lafferty 
the better score of 1 4 (2 -7 -5 ) to Cor­
bitt’s 1 6 (1 0 -3 -3 ). Elimination of all ex­
cept those who had run in all three 
races (as was done in 1948) put Corbitt 
ahead of Laffery 1 0 (6 -2 -2 ) to 11(1-6-
4).

The full Committee, at its meeting in 
Long Beach, Cal., all coaches and man­
agers of the team present, unanimously 
decided in favor of Corbitt, not only on 
the basis of past interpretation, but also 
on the extremely practical ground that, 
whereas Lafferty had been better than 
Corbitt in 1951, Corbitt had beaten Laf­
ferty in both races in 1952, when the 
Olympic Games were to be held.

It is recommended that selection of 
Marathon runners for future Olympic 
teams be based solely upon performance 
during the year of the Games, and that 
whatever method is used be clarified as 
to scoring.

W e express our thanks and apprecia­
tion to all members of the sub-commit­
tees and all others who contributed to 
the success of their events, including 
Harry Rappaport of New York, Philip 
Jachelski of Baltimore, and Si Tyler of 
Tulare.

The final tryouts, including all events 
other than those previously mentioned, 
were awarded to Los Angeles, Cal., 
under the sponsorship of the Los Ange­
les Memorial Coliseum Commission.

Staged in superb style at the Memo­
rial Coliseum, site of the 1932 Olympic

Games, the tryouts were eminently suc­
cessful from every angle, fully justify­
ing Southern California’s reputation as 
the track and field center of America. 
Performances of the athletes gave ample 
promise of the unsurpassed results to 
come at the Olympic Games themselves. 
Touches of showmanship in the staging 
of the meet made it all the more attrac­
tive to the substantial crowd which at­
tended despite unseasonably cool and 
cloudy weather. W ith a minimum of 
$50,000 guaranteed, the sponsors actu­
ally turned some $53,000 over to the 
Olympic fund for track and field, and 
in addition paid the entire cost of fly­
ing the team on to New York City prior 
to leaving for Helsinki.

For their splendid job, the Commit­
tee wishes to record its thanks and grati­
tude to Paul Helms, Bill Nicholas, and 
all who worked with them in the pro­
motion and preparation of the tryouts.

High hopes had been held for a prof­
itable deal for the televising of the final 
tryouts; they u n fortunately  did not 
materialize. Your Chairman, however, 
believes televising our tryouts represents 
a certain source of substantial reve­
nue. It is recom m ended that this be
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T R A C K  & F IE L D  T EA M
Buck row  ( standing, I to r )  : G eorge Mattos, Jam es Dillio/i, John Barnes, Walter Davis, Cy Y oung, Franklin H eld, 
Floyd Simmons, W arren Dreutzler, Donald Laz, James Fuchs, William Ashenfelter, Gene Cole, Robert Backus, 
favier M ontez, W alter Ashbaugh, Price K ing, Samuel Felton, Charles M oore, Asst. Coach Lawrence Snyder, Rob­
ert M cM illen, Asst. Coach Clyde Littlefield, Asst. Coach Charles W erner (outside camera— Coach Brutus H am ilton). 
Front row  ( kneeling, I to r )  : Harrison Dillard, Leo Sjogren, John D eni, Curtis Stone, Charles Capozzoli, Dean 
Smith, Trainer H ill, Trainer W ojecki, K enneth Howard, Asst. M gr. Law rence Houston, Asst. M gr. H arold Berliner.

given preferred attention by the US 
Olympic Association and the next track 
and held Committee at the earliest pos­
sible time.

The Committee considered and re­
jected a suggestion to limit the number 
of selections for the walks and Mara­
thon to less than the three permitted for 
each event, on the ground they were not 
expected to do well in the Games. It is 
strongly urged that, finances permitting, 
full entry be made in every event on the 
track and held program at the Olympic 
Games by the best athletes available. It 
is no disgrace for an athlete to be beaten 
fairly in competion if he has done his 
best. If we are weak in any event, let us 
rather strive to improve our perform­
ance than to avoid the issue by forfeit. 
This nation can afford occasionally to 
lose graciously as well as win. W e can 
well bear in mind the words of Baron 
de Coubertin, "The  important point in 
the Olympic Carnes is not to win, but 
to take part, just as in life the most 
essential thing is not so much to con­
quer as to have fought well".

At the Committee’s meeting in Chi­
cago in February, 1952, Brutus Hamil­
ton of Berkeley, Cal., was selected head

coach for the team, with Clyde Little- 
held of Austin, Tex., Larry Snyder of 
Columbus, Ohio, and Charles D. W er­
ner of State College, Pa., assistant 
coaches. Robert J .  Kane of Ithaca, 
N. Y., was selected as manager, with 
Harold Berliner of San Francisco, Cal., 
Lawrence E. Houston of Los Angeles, 
Cal., and Pincus Sober of New York 
City, assistant managers.

It had been previously resolved by 
the Committee that no one who had 
previously served as head or assistant 
coach, or as manager or assistant man­
ager, be eligible for selection in the 
same capacity. A similar policy is rec­
ommended for the consideration of 
future committees.

An outstanding development in the 
Olympic picture was the active and en­
thusiastic participation of the Armed 
Services. In track and held this resulted 
in the initiation of All-Army Champi­
onships (held at Long Beach, Cal., on 
May 30-31) and Inter-Service Cham­
pionships (held at Berkeley, Cal., on 
June 7 -8 ) .  Your Chairman was privi­
leged to attend and referee both of 
these meets, which fitted in with the 
rest of our Olympic selection program.

W inners of the Inter-Service events 
qualified directly for the final tryouts, 
and no less than 11 representatives of 
the Armed Forces actually won places 
on our Olympic track team.

A permanent sports program by the 
Armed Forces, integrated with those 
of the AAU and the Olympic Associa­
tion, is most desirable. It is strongly rec­
ommended that every cooperation con­
tinue to be extended along those lines.

During its existence, the Committee 
held numerous meetings in various parts 
of the country— Washington, D. C . ; 
Berkeley and Long Beach, Cal.; Dallas, 
Texas; Chicago, 111.; Daytona Beach, 
Florida; and New York City. All were 
well attended and most harmonious, 
with all members working towards a 
common objective— the best possible 
team for and the best possible results in 
the Olympic Games. Your Chairman ex­
presses his thanks and appreciation to 
each member of the Committee for an 
unselfish job well done.

Our thanks and appreciation are also 
due all officers of the US Olympic Com­
mittee for their readiness and willing­
ness to help with their advice and expe­
rience whenever requested.
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M E N ’ S T R A C K  A N D  F I E L D

With one, possibly two, exceptions I 
suppose every U.S. Olympic men’s track 
manager’s report since 1904 has in­
cluded the statement that his team was 
the greatest of all time. None, however, 
had a better claim than the manager of 
the 1952 team. On the record this one 
was the best. It won 14 out of 24 
events, modernized seven Olympic rec­
ords, tied two others, and broke one 
world’s record.

Not only did the United States win 
fourteen gold medals, two more than 
ever before, but also numerous silver 
and bronze medals. It scored one two,

5

three sweeps in the shot put, 200- 
meters, 110-meter hurdles, and the dec­
athlon.

In the javelin throw, high jump, 
broad jump, and pole vault it placed 
first and second. In the discus it took 
first, third, and fourth. In the 100- 
meters it was first and fourth and won 
the 400-m eter hurdles, 800-m eters, 
3,000-meter steeplechase, and the 400- 
meter relay. It was second in the 1,600- 
meter relay and 1,500-meters, third and 
sixth in the 400-meters, and fourth in 
the hop, step, and jump. When in all 
history has any nation compiled such a 
record of complete superiority in any 
athletic competition ?

Moreover in this critical year of 1952 
its magnificent performance had a sig­
nificance which encompassed far more 
than the field of athletics. Had it not 
performed up to expectation there could 
have resulted propagandists repercus­
sions of vast importance to the freedom 
and peace of the world’s people. As it 
was, this superb group of athletes ex­
ceeded even its anticipated extravagant 
potential, and thus protected the pres­
tige and honor of the United States and 
all the other nations which practice and 
live by the democratic idea. It was im­
portant, certainly, as it never before had 
been, that the United States continue its 
domination of the blue ribbon feature 
of the Olympic Games, and in conse­
quence prevent a first time entry from 
doing so.

In achieving this so splendidly, how­
ever, there was no apparent preoccupa­
tion with political implications by these 
American athletes. They were concerned 
only with doing the very best they knew 
how in their respective events. In fact 
this fascinating and diverse group of 
sixty-three boys and men from all sec­
tions of the country had but one thing 
in common, and that was a doggedness 
to win which extended even to a tena­
cious and oft expressed desire to "beat 
the pants off’’ each other. Head Coach

Report of Team Manager
By R obert f .  K ane

Brutus Hamilton and his associates, 
Lawrence N. Snyder, Clyde Littlefield 
and Charles D. Werner, were not dis­
posed to discourage this intramural bat­
tle for supremacy either, and wisely so, 
because in the big test it was this same 
fierce determ ination that prevailed 
against the world’s best.

The final tryouts for all events except 
the walking, decathlon, and marathon 
were held in the Los Angeles Coliseum 
on June 27 and 28 and the events had 
their usual brilliant performances and 
their usual heartbreaks. The Saturday 
events were held on the coldest June 28 
in Los Angeles history, the temperature 
ranging between 48 ° -5 0 °  which kept 
the crowd to 42,000, fairly disappoint­
ing for Los Angeles.

Duties of the manager did not offi­
cially begin until the final tryouts, but 
four months previous it was his respon­
sibility to try to predict for the chair­
man of the Equipment and Supplies 
Committee, Mr. H. Jamison Swarts, the 
make-up of the team. With so many 
outstanding candidates to pick from, he 
was constantly switching his choices. The 
May and June competitions were more 
indicative, but still the Los Angeles 
denouement revealed a half dozen suc­
cessful members who had escaped ear­
lier designation.

Last Minute Rush Reminiscent

Equipment blanks for parade and 
competitive uniforms, passport applica­
tions and instructions relating to vacci­
nation certification, birth certificates, 
and other pertinent arrangements, had 
been sent to all outstanding performers. 
These were to be executed and returned 
to the USO C Secretary, Asa S. Bushnell, 
but as usual many were left undone. 
This occasioned some frenetic last min­
ute maneuverings which were further 
complicated by Fourth of July closed 
shops, but only one boy was left behind 
when the plane left on July 7 ;  and he 
caught a ride two days later.

The team assembled for the first time 
at the Hotel Alexandria in Los Angeles 
Saturday evening, June 28, and took off 
by air for New York on Monday, June 
30. There were a few long minutes of 
consternation in the vicinity of Wichita, 
Kansas, on that cross country jaunt. At 
that point a fire warning signal from 
the cockpit prompted the pilot to cut 
off the engines, whereupon the plane 
took a precipitous plunge from 20,000 
to 8 ,000 feet before he vouchsafed to 
switch them on again. The danger had 
passed, however, and the plane with its

limp, God-fearing occupants continued 
on without further incident.

An expected week’s stay at Princeton 
University for workouts was cut to 
three days in order to complete unfin­
ished business on passports, and the 
party took residence at the Hotel Para­
mount in New York City.

On Monday, July 7, at 11:00 P.M., 
the group was to take off for Helsinki 
from Idlewild airport. The plane did 
start out— still accompanied by the 
whammy— traversed the length of the 
runway, returned immediately, and for 
three and a h a l f  hours mechanics 
worked on the motors while the weary 
champions languished in the airport. 
Finally at 2 : 3 0  A .M . July 8, they 
boarded the plane, albeit with grave 
misgivings, and this time the ship took 
flight. It was a pleasant 2 3 ^  h ° ur jour­
ney, though, with stopovers at Gander, 
Newfoundland, and Heath Row Air­
port, London, England, for refueling. 
The champions did not look much like 
champions, however, when they arrived 
at Helsinki 5 :00  A.M., Wednesday, 
July 9.

For the next three weeks apartment 
house dwelling 11B at Olympic Village, 
Kapyla, became home; and next door to 
athletes of 52 other nations they slept 
there, ate at its mess hall, and trained at 
its track. Except for a few minor depriv­
ations it was comfortable and the food 
was quite good, very plentiful, and dis­
posed of in horrendous quantity.

Records, Athletically and Socially

The Games were impeccably con­
ducted and all were impressed by the 
quietly efficient Finnish people, their 
graciousness, and warm hospitality. Ar­
rangements for track and field set a new 
high in organization. The track was 
fast, beautifully kept, and clean of non- 
essentials.

Only the weather was uncooperative 
and all but two days of the seven de-

Robert J. Kane
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